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year ago when I was struggling to get this started and June: was 
halfway through I wouldn't have helieved you. But now as I sit 


the times I was up till 7:30 in the morning I can believe you. | 


all. Tullio and I had put out a flyer with all the details on 
Then. one day! a. ton arrived in the mail. And then ano~ 
nite aes 


them together. Alex suggested using. IC's and pounding the pins. 
ded into.a hunk of paper?). 


. pizza we began the legacy of:.thy one-shots and ‘Techies have no 
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AN ANNIVERSARY CARD FROM THE CHAIR 


Weil, folks, it’s ineredible bub it's true. Apa-Tech has been - 
out for a whole year. Six issues. If you had told me that a 


at the keyboard at 7:30 in the morning and I look back at all. 


(Alex and Tullio would like to insert a message that they too 
know how long it takes me to put out an issue (3 to 4 days) and 
would like to say that Renee should hang up her alter ego and 
get back té work making rayguns,) 

A year ago I wasn't sure that there would be an Apa-Tech at 


it and had handed them out at a few cons but. with no results. 


ther. And. the “‘dnid-déar /dépayvied Alice, coming back Jeff's 4 
berzerker, handed me three ‘pages. It was a ‘small. first issue ie] 
but it was a start... 

As the months went on the issues grew. Greg. Ruffa joined 
in #2 and, issues since have greatly increased in size due to his 
contributions. And we tried eollating at Higgin's party (oniy— 
we didn’t have a. stapler so we ended up using” cable. ties te hold 


inte the apas but I think that someone. finally threw him outside : 
where he belonged. How would you, like - ‘to have your, EMO? poun> 


For #3 we tried collating at ‘WindyCon ‘abd “found, “it to ibe a 
dismal failure. ‘But waiting for. Tullifo to céme back from eating 


sex? mid PME /TALLId/ ANON /Mavd /dbvid 7 Back / dooney P 
In Apa-Tech #4 we started to get. postmailings {net one but. 
five of them!) We also lost Tullio asa member Cand Alex and 
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interested enough to keep the apa alive and growing. Ghod 
knows, I've got to be getting something out of this. Somehow it 
all seems worth it in the end. I want to thank all of you for — 
helping to make Apa-Tech a worthwhile place to express our con- 
cerns, our hopes, to chat, to be crazy, to be comfortable in 
(and go with any decor), and to communicate with our friends. 

If this apa means half ag much to you as it does to me then I 
should heve no worries-about Apa-Tech continuing for another | 
year L/Mdg AYO /bbAd/LVOA/ARNASL IGA / BAL / LETT / Abe dite . Thanks. 


(Ree 


NOTES: I bought the stapler and it cost $35. It should be suf- 
ficient to keep the Apa together so it won't fall apart when you = ¢ 
take it out of the envelope. And it may keep the apa from be- : 
coming two volumes for a while. Aceordingly, your accounts are 

now being debited for $1. Also, you members who joined in #1 

owe $1. for dues. And issues will cost around $1.50 to mail. 

For you people in Chicago, it might be worth your while to have 

me send them all in one UPS package to be distributed at a Thurs 


night meeting. ~~ TH Apa Teel #8 | | 
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Michael Brian Bentley 
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Urbana, Illinois 61801 
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For Apa-Tash #7 
Six sives, 3 peges, very redux. 


ek Et 
Fairly soon, zip codes are 
going to expand to nine digits. 


Your address will be described by 
a code that pinpoints your loca- 
tion down to a square millimeter. 
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i feel reasonably good, as I 
have just survived my last full 
time semester as a student for a 
while. I will be either a part 
time or self-taught student from 
now on, as far as precience can 
see. I don't see too many problems 
obtaining some kind of employment, 
but employment that counts may be 
a challenge. I don‘t like to worry 
about it, I think I am susceptible 
to ulcers, therefore worry I 
won't. 


I Had a terrible May 23, the 
first day of Whatcon II. It was 
the first convention I had a major 
claw and squawk in as a committee 
member and seed money giver; I was 
not enjoying the idea of having a 
con go in the red by several hun- 
dred dollars. There was the indi- 
cation that congoers were going to 
be borec as there was very little 
in programming set up. The filk- 
sing had two/three filkers that 
gave up early (around 1). Our se- 
curity in the huxter room was very 
bac. The attendance statistics 
were not behaving at all, and the 
con had sold less than twenty out 
of fifty tickets. On top of this, 
Renee didn't show, Alex’s dad was 
in the hospital, and Alex’s sister 
had a recent accident that left 
her in a walking neck brace (I be- 
lieve). If I know em, I'‘11 worry 
about em. Setting up for the con 
made me tired and cranky. 


Lu 


Saturday went from bad to 
decent, however, as the behavior 
of our guest of honor, the gual- 
ity and-the amount of programming 
increased, the quantity of con- 
fusion decreased, the membership 
went up to a hunnert and ninety 
five or so, and most of the ban- 
guet tickets sold. The con began 
to have rhythm. 


Late in the evening, one 
first-class ace of a security per- 
son, a tall blond kid that had the 
job of night clerk for four days 
before Whatcon II, started to 
throw his weight around. One of 
his more intelligent etudes was to 
pick up the phone and start dial- 
ing for the police, after de- 
ciding the chairman of Chambana- 
con, Al Babcock, was worth shoving 
into jail. Al, Alice, a conven~ 
tioner who happened to be know- 
ledgable in the ways of convention 
hotels, and myself stood there in 
disbelief that this randomhead 
would consider such a thing. 

Luckily for the blond bomber, 
he had enough wits to call his 
boss before he called the cops. 
After talking with Al, the boss 
chewed blondie out for fifteen 
minutes. 

It wasn't until later that we 
found out biondie was busier than 
we thought. He shooed everyone out 
of @ late swim in the Ramada‘s in- 
door pool by turning out the 


lights while there were still 
people in the pool area. He had 
cut the power to the whirlpool 
bath while the jets were still 
running and people were still in 
it. He once even tried to chase 


everyone out of the con suite anc 
the f£ilksing room! He also tried 
to break up a party in a room, but 
M. David Jehnson answered his 


banging on the door; blondie 
looked UP at Dave, went “Oh...", 
meekly said that the noise would 


have to be reduced, and left. 


The Kamada Inn didn't block 
our rooms. They put mundanes two 
doors away from the con suite. You 
would think that after five or six 
Chambanacons they would understand 
the fannish term "blocking", but 
Noqogodoaccocon0. 


Other than this jerk, the con 
went fairly smoothly. I bought my 
first piece of art in an auction, 


and i've been going to cons since 
Windycon I. Bill-El keeps telling 
me he was going to bid on the 
piece I got for minimum, but I 
sneer at these threats. Niven ap- 
peared to have a good time with 
the femmefan population. Keith was 
a casualty at the Sunday night 
dinner. He wasn't at the hotel, 
and we didn‘t remember him because 
things were amazingly disorgan- 
zed and difficult to handle with 
people changing their minds about 
dinner for enty at the China 
House in Ra&aaaaantttocooowwwelllll 


more often than not. Appy-polly- 
logies, Keith. 
i 
67 
y 
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Niven had @ fun time at 


Plato. He seemed to be impressed 
with the recreational Character 
animation notefiles. 

Alice just called the party 


in Chicago at Neil and Sue's. we 
are relieved that it went off as a 
great success. I'm annoyed she is 
getting all the credit, for us 
other con committee people are 
greedy as hell and deserve at 
least a pat or two on the head. I, 
for instance, had to call Niven, 
tell him the various sundry ¢ir- 
cumstances and ask him to please 
fly coach and through Chicago, 
Grive for three hours each way, 
with people he didn't know, to ana 
from Chambana because Ozark was or 
strike, and stay overnight at two 
very fannish people's home (I 
don't think he knew Neil or Sue) 
and have a party there. Can you 
imagine me on the phone, talking 
with Larry for the first time, 
explaining this to him? He WAS a 


etan 


G 


god; now he's human, but back then 
he was Deity First Class, and one 
averts one's eyes when talking to 
people of that stature, so f 
thought. Alice got off easy! Not 
only that, but guess who came up 
with Niven's name for GoH in the 
first place! This is a mere exam- 
ple of the tireless, thankless 
work us underlings in the commit- 
tee have done to HMMMMMRRRRP= 
HHFHFSLKDSLKDFISLDFLKhIkjslkemphh. 
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Three days later 


ze # 


They just let me out of a 
very uncomfortable straignt- 
jacket. It didn‘t fit very well, 
the sleeves were too long. 


I've just now received an 
Author's Guide from Creative Com= 
uting Magazine. In it, editor Ted 
Nelson describes what the mag 
wants and how they want it. It is 
just as interesting as the flyer 
from Isaac Asimov's Science Fic- 
ion Magazine. Both attempt to 
kill polysyllabic rot-gut and 
biased slime. Creative Computing 
Magazine nas a terrible pay rate, 
though. 


Al Babcock called. He said he 
nad talked to the manager of the 
Ramada Inn. It seems that the 
blond kid that gave us so much 
trouble at wWhatcon II had been 
chewed out two days earlier for 
being to lax; it is believed that 
he over-reacted. Al made the mana- 
ger agree to allow a clause in= 
serted into the next Chambanacon 
contract that states “blond kid 
shall be nowhere near the Ramada 
Inn during Chambanacon.~ This is 
assuming a Chambanacon will be 
heid this year, which is still up 
in the air. If there is, the 
deities in power at Chambanacon 
are, among other things, consider- 
ing a 700 membership con... 


wv = 


Here is abit of computer 

gossip. It is short, and should be 
the only of its kind in my zine 
this apa. 
From a source that seemed 
very confident of his/her inform- 
ation: Intel is making use of a 
somewhat more intelligent form of 
integrated circuit packaging than 
the dual-in-line format, the one 
with the pins sticking out of the 
chip on two sides. 


PL? 


Oh SHIT, the air raid sirens 
are going off!!! its 12:42 Am, and 
is that ever SCARY!! toodles fer 
NOW. oo 


I was looking for my cat Rip, 
walking down the center of Orchard 
Avenue, when the disaster siren 
ten blocks away started to ROAR. 
That is a phenomenon that my body 
does not agree with at all. There 
were three tornadoes sighted a- 
round town, but nothing near us; 


nonetheless I was nearly in shock 
when the sirens did their thine. 
That is a very strange feeling, 
being all alone, outside in the 
night, when a killer siren at- 
tempts to wake everyone up. There 
is a story in it somewhere. 


Meanwhile, Intel is using 
their newfangled format with a new 
32 bit processor called a 432 that 
is supposed to trash Motorola, 
Zilog, and National Semiconduc- 
tor's attempts at making 32 bit 
processors. Naturally, none of the 
three have announced much of any- 
thing in regard to 32 bit proces- 
sors. According to my source of 
information, sample quantities 
will be out around NOV~DEC 1980, 
with a general release around the 
second quarter of 1981. The source 
also said IBM and other large 
mainframe companies were somewhat 
disturbed with the announcement. 

The last thing I heard about 
an Intel 32 bit processor was that 
it was called the 8800 and it was 
going to be manufactured with a 
quad~in-line packaging. Time will 
tell. 

My source aiso says that the 
432 will not be supplied with an 
assembler, but an ADA COMPILER 
will, and users will be able to 
write an assembler if they so 
desire. Ada is the next supergosh 
language. Unfortunately, Honeywell 
has got the government contract to 
write it for Honeywell machines; 
who knows what they are going to 
de to it. Ada has roots in Pascal, 
ALGOL, and FORTRAN. It should 
prove to be an adaquately low 
level language to be able to pro- 
duce aqood code that is as easy to 
develop as that on a C based sys- 
tem, yet still have a horrendous 
amount of typing necessary for a 
high level language to survive 
twit programmers that are “very 
productive~ (and don‘t document). 

Other chips to be released 
using the new format: a 32K by 8 
bit static RAM, access time 100 ns 
{very SIC]; Something called the 


286, which is an 8086 with the 
Memory management and instruction 
extensions build in; a thing 
called a 186, a DMA control pro~ 
cessor; and a chip (the 186?) that 
magically “dual-ports” memory, up 
to a single megabyte. 


At Marcon 1980, Jeff Dunte=- 
mann was subjected to being a 
member of a panel. 

The following is something I 
put together as a result of 


listening to their spiel. 
HOW HARD IS IT N O W TO WRITE SF ? 


A science fiction writer 
wants to be right. It is a goal 
that is feverishly pursued, be it 
Harlan Ellison or John Varley. The 
more grandiose the statement made, 
the better. 

An author cannot be right all 
the time, nor can the impact of 
all the messages broadcast be of 
truely magnificent Stature, nor 
will the messages always even re- 
motely reflect reality, So the au- 
thor‘'s skill as a storyteller will 
have to shine. There are many 
science fiction stories that are 
good pieces of writing and survive 
aS such despite the fact that all 
the premises they decree are con~ 
sidered to be absurd. For example, 
according to George 0. Smith, the 
future is filled with relays and 
large vacuum tubes, and Wells wor- 
ries over the topic of vivisec~ 
tion. C.S. Lewis and others have 
field days with their main char~ 
acters on Mars. Perry Rhodan went 
to Venus many times, and Doc Sav- 
age has the world's most heroic 
suntan but avoids the problems of 
skin cancer. 

It is no surprise that the 
amount of science fiction stories 
being written seems to bear a dir- 
ect relation to the amount of sci- 
ence and technological research 
being done, at least here in the 
US. Both are a side effect of the 
growth of an affluent population. 
The question presented here is: 
How hard is it now to write SF? 

YOU are an author, and you 
want to write a story. You have a 
vague notion about some segment of 
technology that you are trying to 
incorporate into your story. These 
facts are some percentage of the 
tetal net worth of the story, may- 
be most. If it is very little of 
the story, it would be nice if 
your facts were correct, and in- 
depth sufficiently to add to the 
voice of the writing. If the per- 
centage is high, it is necessary 
for the facts to be accurate, the 
story will otherwise croak. Time 
is, stragely enough, an SF story‘s 
demise. Your story must withstand 
the test of time, the worst final 
exam known to mankind. Awful SF is 
swept from the racks by time. 

It is unfortunate that an SF 
story that is good can become aw- 
ful ina few days by the revel- 
ation of a once-hidden fact that 
becomes a household word. There 
are often cases of an otherwise 
excellent story becoming terrible 
before it is printed, It is thus 
that the writer of SF is extraor- 
dinarily preoccupied with his 
facts being straight before his 
story is in print. 

Years ago, it was easier to 
research certain topics and make a 
reasonable statement in a_ story. 
Even so, SF writers generally 
aren't the people doing the state- 
of-the-art research, and as a re~- 
sult, because of the nature of the 
endeavoring scientists, inventors, 
and the publishing industry, SF 
writers and the rest of the public 
wouldn't know about something for 
months or years. An example is the 
sudden onslaught of transistor 
technology. Both Asimov and Gunn 


wrote about small computers hand= 
held and with displays, but Asimov 
wrote his story well after Dr. 
Bardeen and company invented the 
transistor and Gunn's story, al- 
though predating the transistor, 
simply mentions a computer and its 
size (and thus practicality) with- 
out.. going into the details of how 
he imagined the tubes and relays 
in the thing being so small. If an 
author could incorporate little 
known state-of-the-art discoveries 
into his stories, he/she would be 
doing the research and not writing 
the story. 

_It is certainly worse now. 
Theré is much more research being 
Gone, and most of it is very spe- 
cialized. Researchers and librar- 
ians are becoming catatonic trying 
to keep up, hopefully preventing 
their work becoming obsolete in 
the blink of an eye -- how does 
the lowly SF writer cope? He is an 
individual attempting to be 
friends with both professors and 
the general populace, for he, as a 
writer; is taking some “little 
known" facts as described by the 
professor and popularizing it, in~ 
corporating it in a story and pre- 
senting it to the populace for 
consumption, What does a writer do 
to defend” himself from the in- 
tricacies of the real world? 

Some SF authors incorporate 
as little state-of-the-art science 
as possible, preferring to work 
with commonly understood mater- 
ials. The results rarely become 
less an SF stery, as not all sci- 
ence fiction deals with the fu-~ 
ture, not all SF goes CLANK, nor 
do all stories require a token 
trip to the moon and back. Harlan 
Ellison's “I Have No Mouth and I 
Must Scream,” gives a bare minimum 
of technical detail, but none- 
theless the. story manages to ex- 
pose the reader to concepts. which 
are dependent on the premis of the 
story, something inherently SF, 
and does it with magnificent im- 
pact. 

An example of a recent story 
attempting to incorporate several 
state-of-the-art concepts is Fred 

.Pohl’s Man Plus. This story is a 
prime demonstration of what hap- 
pens when. an excellent writer 
attempts to write about topics 
such aS computer science, cyber- 
netics, artificial intelligence, 
medical engineering, and psychol- 
ogy. and botches it. 

Upon reading parts of the 
text, disbelief is felt. Questions 
are asked, but the text does not 
provide nearly enough detail to 
answer them; in facet, it seems 
that the text goes out of its way 
not to answer them. 

Pohl does not tell the reader 
how all those miraculous feats are 
possible. How can someone have 99% 
of his guts torn out of him, put 
back together with different guts, 


and live? How can a network of 
computers (or one big computer) 
become self-aware, connive plans 


for saving themselves and the hu- 
man race, and avoid detection by 
the people that designed and built 
them? (They apparently didn’t, for 
the last sentence in the book de- 
seribes someone is biasing their 
efforts. No computer fools a com- 
puter jock for long, apparently; 
but the hints are not enough!) 


Not enough information is 
presented to the knowledgable 
reader to satiate his thirst. The 
opinion comes across that if Pohl 
had done more homework, in short, 
if Pohl had become an expert in 
the fields he has written about, 
then the story would be changed, 
not completely different, but at 
least believable. As it is, the 
legs of the story are extremely 
wobbly, because the technology 
wasn't given sufficient air-time. 
There are millions of problems 
that prevent a computer to become 
self-aware and thinking that are 
too well recognised and understood 
by certain individuals to allow 
the basic premis of the story to 
survive, that 8000+ networked ma- 
chines are going to be able to 
hide their abilities from humans. 
NO WAY! The reasons for their suc- 
cess at this is nowhere mentioned. 
Another no way. This is bad, open- 
ended SF. 

Science fiction appears to be 
written by knowledgable people. 
Asimov is an industrial strength 
information vacuuum cleaner for 
mostly any topic. His specialty is 


clear, though, because of the 
mount of depth available in The 
Gods Themselves concerning alien 
life forms and different univer- 


ses. Ursula LeGuin has a different 
focus; her speciality is 
pological in contrast to Asimov's 
biochemical. A common point for 
comparison. is how SF writers in= 
corporate questions of intelli- 
gence and mental talents. LeGuin, 
Asimov, Piers Antony (Macroscope), 
and Frank Herbert (Dune) can all 
be classified easily by comparing 
their statements. It is rare, how- 
ever, that they should venture 
outside their realm of compe~ 
tence, as their resultant work be~ 
comes too easy a topic fer  ridi-~ 
cule. 

It is very easy for a writer 
to enter a region of knowledge, 


these days, and write something 
completely off the wall. Whoever 
said “Ignorance is bliss” was no 


science fiction writer. 


anthro= 


Neat Apa: 
it 2 
L was ina boeok- 
store one day, and 
found... . 


The Glow in the Dark Index is 
a strange way of categorizing 
people. If you walk into a room, 
and the first thing you notice in 
the mob of people within is some- 
one uncharacteristically more real 
than all the others, THAT person 
has a higher glow in the dark in- 
dex than anyone else in the room. 
Jesus Christ must have had one of 
the highest glow in the dark indi- 


ces ever. Television types, movie 
types, Salesmen for IBM, inter 
viewers, indian chiefs, profes- 


sional wrestlers, and Jimmy Car- 
ter’s teeth all attempt to accen- 
tuate their glow in the dark index 
in order to gain notoriety. 

The glow in the dark index 
can be applied to places ang 
things 4s well. Miami and Santa 
Barbara have high index values. So 
does the Riviera and the Alps. 
Some people can recognise the in- 
dex value of Alpha/Proxima Cen- 
tauri and L=5, but since few peo~- 
ple (to my knowledge) live there 
or have visited there, mot much 
can be understood. 

Many properties can be taken 
advantage of to increase a per- 
son's glow in the dark index. Any=- 
thing that affects the senses. How 
Many people do you know use things 
to accentuate their glow in the 
dark index? What do they use? 
Flashy clothes, perfume or col- 
ogne, cosmetics, 2 dark tan, ex~ 
pert use of voice and body posi-~- 
tioning, dying of the hair, sur- 
rounding themselves with other 
people, etc. 
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Where is Tom Lehrer now? 


ne 


I gotts get a car anc get 4 
driverbadge. 
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I still have a basement fil- 
led with selected computer books. 
Various sundry microprocessor 
books, some beginning BASIC books, 
ee. well, I'll make a list and 
stick it in here. I alse still 
have a couple new EPROM erasers 
that have never been opened. They 
are being advertised in BYTE maga- 
zine for sixty-seventy doliars, so 
I am selling them for around thir- 
ty. I remember some chief nit at 
Marcon trying to con me out of one 
of them for fifteen-twenty. He was 
entirely unpleasant to talk to. 

Does anyone want copies of 
Kilobaud 1 through 10? I have 


a 


ne 


_be available 


several of each, and am willing to 
sell for 40 cents each. 

How about that, someone is 
now making a Sol-II. Got the first 
hint chat it twas true from Jeff 
Duntemann, and then found a ref- 
erence in INFOWORLD that it was 
true. 


Six hours ago, I rode the 
five miles from home to get my 
monthly dole of microcomputer ma- 
gazines. I came back with two 


copies of a biweekly called Info- 
world, a MAGNIFICENT publication, 
a very important issue of Dr. 
Dobbs Journal of Computer Calis~ 
thenics & Orthodontia, an inter- 
esting issue of Creative Compu- 


ting, and a couple worthless but 
nonetheless mind-expanding copies 
of Sourceworld, a monthly designed 
to SELL the SOURCE, a time-sharing 


service out to get all the small 
computer owners aS a central de- 
pository for nifty computer soft- 


ware and gossip. 

Here is a better version of 
the story about the [Intel chips 
told to me second hand: 

INFOGRAM, June 9, 1980 Info~ 
world, by Mark Garetz..."Intel nas 
finally announced some more def- 
inite information about their new 
32 bit machine/chips. There are 
three devices, designated the Pl, 
P2, and P5. The SSO group (for 


Svecial System Operations) which 
is now based in Oregon, has been 
working on the design of these 


details: The Pl and P2 devices are 
extensions of the 8086 architec- 
ture, and they are 8086 code- 
compatible, which means that they 
execute a super-set of the 8086 
code. They both have a virtual ad- 
dress space of 30 bits and have a 
physical address of 24 bits. The 
Pl device will execute code 1.3 
times faster than an 8086 running 
at 8 MHz and has three, 16 bit in- 
terval timers, an interrupt con< 
troller, a clock generator, and 


two DMA channels, all on-chip. The’ 


Pl is designed to exist in a mul- 
tiprocessing environment and has a 
master/slave, dual bus structure 
for that purpose. There is an in- 
terprocessor communications port 
allowing multiple Pl‘s to com- 
municate while bypassing the sys- 
tem ous. 

“The P2 device will execute 
instructions three times faster 
than an 8 MHZ 8086 and is designed 
primarily for multi-user operating 
systems. It will employ four dis- 
tinct user levels: the kernel, the 


Operating Management System, the 
Customer, and the User. The P2 
will have an on-chip memory man- 


ager and two I/O channels. It will 
also directly execute a real-time 
operating system nucleus out of 
its own high-speed RAM. The oper= 
ating system is similar to Intel's 


RMX series. The instruction set is 


@esigned specifically to support 
high-level languages such as Pase= 
cal. The Pl and P2 devices will 
come in 64=pin packages, and will 
sometime in late 
1981. 

“The P5 device [l[are you 
ready?]] is being called the Mi- 
cro-Mainframe, and will emply a 
full 32 bit architecture. This 
chip will be a first in that it 


- sing power, 


will directly execute a high-level 
langauge. The language will be 
ADA, which is a superset of Pas- 
cal. 

“Intel has removed the assem- 
bly-level coding task from the 
programmer by requiring that he or 
she program directly in ADA. No 
direct access to registers, mem- 
ory, or the like are allowed. It 
will use a packet-type bus that 
transmits information in very high 
speed bursts. The P5 is a three=- 
chip set consisting of the Pro- 
cessor, Storage Module and the Bus 
Interface. The. processor module is 
designed with a ‘ring’ type bus 
that will allow up to eight pro- 
cessor modules to exist as one 
CPu. The minimum system only needs 
one, but if you need more proces- 
just.add more proces- 
sing modules. The architecture is 
such that a task may be assigned 
to any processor that is idle at 
the time, with all the multi- 
tasking everhead built-in and 
transparent to the user. Sounds 
pretty powerful. The P5 will be 
available in late 1980; the word 
is thet actual silicon is being 
passed around Intel right now.” 


~.-Oh, man. Of course I will 
yell the battlecry of the program 
mer, “NOT GOOD ENUF! !” 


Infoworld is a magnificent 
ratsheet. I can identify with the 
editorials (except, of course, 
those done by his majesty Adam Os- 
borne. I don't like the way tosses 
comments about programming lan- 
guages around. I do like his 
recent coverage of the UCSD Pascal 
legaleze fiasco, which you can 
read about in recent issues of 
Infoworld. It has the drop on the 
glossy BYTE and Kilobaud, and al- 
though it doesn't have Ted Nel- 
son's writing, it does have = an 
adequate arsenal all its own, much 
superior to Wayne Greene's inept 
arm-waving. All this of course, 
doesn't make any sense at all to 
care 


anyone who doesn't give a 
about small computers... 


‘, 


More small computer stuff. 
Jeff Duntemann and a host of other 
GTers got together and talked 
about writing networking software. 
Appropriately the timing of Dr. 
Dobbs‘ Journal ete ete. is out- 


rageous, to use a SanFrancisco 
term. The June ish is all about 
networks. You will read quite a 
bit of outlines on quite a few 
networks. You will find out what 
the PCnet people: are doing. You 
will learn about modems. I will 
find a strange, unreadable Diablo 
Proportional-spacing program in 
BASIC. 

Particularly interesting is 
the claim that “...Canadian exper- 


ience indicates that the entire 
radio transceiver and interface 
could be built for about $500.00, 


a price which would decline with 
any kind of production volume. , 
and, “...The Canadian Government 
has wisely assigned radio spectrum 
space (220-225 MHz) for Canadian 
radio amateurs to experiement with 
packet radio...” 

Sheesh, I just remembered I 
haven't got to the comments 
section yet... 

Sourceworld is an interesting 
example of “MBA intelligence.* It 
is a thoroughly disgusting maga- 
gine. The exclamation point count 
per issue nears the number used in 
any given comic book by DC or Mar~ 
vel. The following are exerpts 
from the classified add section: 

“I have an option to lease a 
small hotel on a small beautiful, 


forgotten island...four regularly 
scheduled flights a day to an 
international airport (15 min 


away)...last traffic accident 12 
years ago ..dress on island bea- 
ches is as casual as you want. .I 
am looking for fifty free spirits 
to share in this adventure and in- 
vestment with me...the hotel is 


new on a lonely beach with com- 
pletely modern facilities ine 
cluding direct dial phone to the 


states...reply to CLO160..." 


“...receive all cable TV 
channels perfectly {and many 
others they don't give you), 
wherever you live without sub- 
seribing to cable TV and without 
its problems...by april we will 
even have a fancy demo-dish 


trailer rig which we will bring to 
your location behind our car or 
installation truck, to demon— 
strate, live, how it. works! 
«.-Write: Paul Helfer, Helfer‘s 
Antenna Service, 23 Brookside 
Place, Pleasantville, NY 10570 
(914) 769-2588. 


My favorite ad is the one run 
in Kilobaud that has the banner 
How Is Your Love Life? and sports 
a girl in bikini sleepware on a 
silk bed with an Apple II computer 
flashing a message on a black and 
white television monitor “Inter~ 
lude #99 The Ultimate Experience.“ 
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MAILING COMMENTS, FINALLY!!! 


The last cover was great. Is 
it hand colored, or was it color- 
copied? 


G.T. BUCKFAST 


We found a fannish artstore 
on the outskirts of Urbana, due 
East. It is called Pyramid Paper 
Company. It is a warehouse that 
sells grammer school stuff besides 
art and craft tools. Oval art 


‘mattes,. Oval stretched canvas. 
Blank playing card decks. Wood 
carving tool. sets. Very long, 
heavy duty staplers selling for 21 
dollars ($37.50 in downtown Cham~ 
paign). Eat yer heart out. 


Calamity-zoo has been de- 
clared “Most exciting small town 
to visit, but not to live in." 
Cengratulations on your skill and 
dexterity avoiding a tornado that 
devastated the building next door 
to the shop you were in, if I got 
the story right. 


Happy Birthday, APATECH!I1!! 


GREGORY RUFFIAN 


Keep. up this kind of work and 
we are going to get IMMENSELY 
annoyed with you. 


The dai fference between 
science and religion: religion has 
two cable television channels; 
science IS cable television. 


I never got to find out at 
Whatcon what the hell you were up 
to, so I guess I gotta do it this 
way. Greg, whaddya up to? 


GENtech Industries?? 


DONNA STRUWE 


The title of your zine is a 
bit risque? 


BILL LEININGER 


I love the way you change 
type faces in the middle of your 
zine.. You have very very very 
chean sharp copy... 


You got enuf from me upstairs 
to comment on... 


KIP WILLIAMS 


What are AZAPA and D'APA? 
Doing things by hand does 


allow..a. certain amount of creative 
freedom. 


Firesign Theatre, and then 
cloes encounters with Hitch 
Hiker*s Guide to the Galaxy! !!!!1! 


I hate the quota system the 
scientific community is placed in; 
it means 99% percent of the publi- 
cations are REALLY worthless, as 
opposed to MAYBE worthless... 


R.E. SMITH 


Your mechanical record plaver 
is reminiscent of the toy Eric 
Gullerud found in his recently 
moved into communal home, an 
ancient 78 speed record player 
that has a secret button. You push 
the button and a secret door opens 
with a magnificent WHIRRRRRRR; a 
platter turner is mechanistically 
and pompously brought outside the 
ugly box. Incredible. It blew 


everyone's mind when they first 
came across the machine. 


Qual exams my 333 EXAM!! 


MICHAEL SESTAK 
BNC, kiddo... 


DOUG VAN DORN 


We need more letters in Wash- 
ington RE space expenditures... 


DICK SMITH 


Some fans are lowly creatures 
not worth sneering at. Some are 
just uninformed of reality. Lack 
of information is usually the 
cause of things like Linda Louns- 
bury saying something like that. 
So, inform her. If you are caught 
or killed, we will disavow ail 
knowledge of your activities... 


Interesting idea, that wire= 
wrap. I‘ll have to try it someday. 


How was the Pro-Musica? 


So, your APA came with my 
zine back page forward, huh. . 


ORGY? Did someone mention 
that word? 


VALLI 


That unknown. person... 
Wiscon has a hotel? The BIG event 
at Wiscon was a BLINKIE panel? and 
What about NAOMI? 


SKEFFINGTON 


Glad you at least had a hell 
of a time at Whatcon. I hear Mary 
S. had an interesting time as 
well. 


Nope, Asimov read everything 
including stuff written before the 
beginning of recorded history. 


DOUG VAN AGAIN 


The powers that be in the 
English dept. here at UI don’t 
believe either you or I. Sigh... 


KEITH 


Your GONE!! NOW I can write 
comments te your ZINES! 


MICHAEL BENTLEY 


OH! (heh heh) thats ME. Well, 
as you know by now, [I FIXED THE 
DIABLO! I AM NOW A HARDWARE JOCK!! 
POOF! Here's my diploma and every= 
thing... 


Since the problem with the 
Diablo, I've been running mychine 
with two VDM displays on the same 
signal; one ¢isplay is a regular 
television set that has been con- 


& 


verted to VDM duty (Video Display 
Monitor, that is). It is a bit un- 
stable, as the picture wavers 
around. It is a large, white, nine 
ineh diagonal display, and con-~ 
trasts nicely with the 6 inch 
diagonal green P4 (fast?) phosphor 
television monitor. When I get 
tired of the one screen. I turn my 
head and use the second. It adds 
anether dimension to comprehending 
what the text Says... 

my $ 1500 00 state-of-the-art 
disk drive has a three dollar 
light bulb that likes to burn out 
once every six months or so. It is 
an integral part of the system, so 
the drive won't work without it. 
Mine burned out finally, and I had 
to race all over town to find the 
replacement bulb. ‘s called a 
grain of rice .. 

Once, the daisy wheel on my 
Diablo printer was trying to fly 
off, spinning nonstop and contin-~ 
uously, quite variant from what it 
was supposed to do, find position 
ZERO and STOP. It fixed itself. 
Isn't hardware wonderful? Yuk. 


Nothing more to add about 
Video or Audio disks .. 


I am TIRED. GOODNIGHT 


so 
ee 


See Ke, See Neo, Agein 


This zine is written for Apa-Tech by Donna Struwe, who is 
usually able to be found in the general vicinity of 2545 
W. Winena Chicago. I1. 60625, enf can be spoken to by 
celling (312) 275328, 


HURERGRERS GREETS ROEE 


There epoear to be various rumora floating around 
Chicago fandom, and perhaps fartner than that in GT, abdout 
ny reletionship with one Tullio Proni. Among these rumors, 
the most prevalent seems to be that my feelings are “just 
an infatuation". This implsés,eat least to me, that if this 
“infatuation were to disappear,(for whatever reason) I 
would suddenenly have nothing to do with him. I. renlize 
that thease runora are only out of concern for Tullio, end 
his friends not wanting to see him hurt, but let me put your 
minds et sase-whatever elae happens with our relationship, 
I remain, first, lest, end elways-Tullio’s friend. 


There was a time that I felt I wouldn't be able to 
write in this apa about my feelings for someone--especially 
eince I don't even know everyone who will be reading this- 
but, all things change. And this is something I feel very 
strongly about-lots of people seem to think my relationship 
with Tullio ig doomed. And I think they're wrong. Time 
will determine who's right, but in the meontime, I°d like 
to think I'm not the only optimist in GT. 


SRERHHAEHESE EERO RENE OH 


My Minicon report will be after whet most people will reed 
first anywey--the mailing comments on Apa-Tech 6<~ 


Cover e Greg ~ really nice. 


555 Times » Renee = see my conments te Kip. (No, you didn’t 
miss then-they*re on the next page, whieh I wrote first... 
oh, skip it) Anyway, not that 1t really makes any difference 
anymore, but just for the record, I hereby change my vote. 

I know, I know-it's still o majority at 7 votes for and 3 
against a leniency period, vut it really never occured to 

me that people would just consider it a new deadline. 


The Quintessential Singularity ~ Greg = Why would you want 
to cut down your page count? As long es what you've got te 
say is interesting, (whioh it 18) why cut it down? 


Yesterday's Tomorrow's today ~ Bill - I’ve often thought 
about the year 2000 being only 20 years awey. Also, one 

of my instructors pointed out that 1984 is only 4 years 
away. Of course, out of 30 people in the class, only 2, 
one of then myself, had any idea whet he was referring to- 
everyone else sort of sat there and said “yeah, and 1985 is 
only 5 yeare away..." AAARRGH!!! 


See Me, Feel He... Agein «= page 2 «= wailing comments sont ‘dad 


Kwip © Kip - Having a weeks’ grace does the same as convtneing 
myself that the deadline is a week aerkier than it laeonly 
I°m being truthful with myself, Perhaps though, thie whole 
business of deadlines 1s getting entirely out of hand~-if 
there's a weeke’ grace, it’d ba nice-but 47 there isn'te 
T*11 survive (ane probably end up postmailing) Coneidering 
I°m getting my zine done before deadline lately, maybe even 
won’ t yeed the extra week (which to me seems a small mirecis) 
OK Renee, you can change ny vote to no leniency periodebut 
my view remains the same as to including zines if you haven't 
yet collated~or putting them in the next issue) By the way, 
Xip, you said you'll have the same title each monthe-it might 
be legs confusing if you shanged the numbers insted of salling 
it "“Kwipf#i* each time. (just kiddingehen, neh) Oh, and also, 
welcome to the apal 


Transperter Topics «- Rod ~ The "Quelifying Examination" you 
had was also in a publication for lew studente-they seid 
this is wnat other teats would ve if they were like the test 
tor the Bar. I always liked the extra credit. ("Define the 
Universe; give three ezamples,®, ) 


Young aud Abroad in the Solar System «~ Misha ~ HAEBNC (well, 
one commenteelI like your alternate titles.) 


Radio Stuntman - Doug = “spesiel guest appearances by Tullio 
Proni and Donna Struws"?!? I didn't realize I rated “special 
guest", but I'm net even sure if I ever thanked you. The 
meal, and especailly the company, were marvelous. Thanks. 


Smith's Corona « Dick © Have I ever said one word about 
somparing your eine to mine (or anyone else‘s) for stupidity 
(or, perhaps to your advantage, the lack o: 1t)? 


Guality Inn Rug Haiet - Gee, I would have been satisfied 
with Bill°s explanation for why Todd had his lasereoit 
seengs quite resonable to mea. 


Dr. Gonzo's Epicyclie Effiuvium ~ Valli - re yr ct Kieth- 
yes, I agree, he is definitly the undisputed champion of 
velour fandom at Thursdey Night~-end aiso I agree that’s 
it's really nice to gee him there. Other then thst, RAZSNC, 


Feer end Loathing in Medison - Valli - Now wait a ainute! 
TWO gines? And Doug hag two,too. And I heve trouble just 
getting one done...sigh It's only envye RAEBNC. 


Etaoin Corflu - 8112 - re yr ot Valli-l really liked Niven’s 


Tales m_ Know » I think the firet thing I read by 

m wes « Which I alao enjoyed immensely. 
What exactly you think of ay? (I noticed 
thet it waen’t quite et the top of your iis ve been 


meaning to reed it, but havent yet gotten papel to it. 
1 noticed that you didnft mention Gagversene erjeg oither, 
another book of nia thet I liked -any varticuier reesont 


ee 


cee Be Feel Me...Agein erate Fen mare malling asenmnenta 


skye Tracks = Deug - I try to write my zine right aftcr I get 
the apa. But it's alweys a cease of “well, I can write my 
Zine, or do something that I should do immediately-and since 
I*ve got crer a month hefore deadline..." And it becomes 
the “I°ll write it tomarrow" syndrome. Also, I'm my own 
worst critic, and having that long to reed over it causes 
‘me to pick it up every once in a while and yell at myself 
for writing ebout something the way I did, or as much as I 
aid. And I always have a copy around cause L run off extras 
so I can take out the best 35 to send to Renee. And the 
other problem is if Itm asking someone a question-that*s an 
even longer time to wait for an answer. But all thines 
considered, I do azree with youewnien is why I°m writing 
this early. 


Tales From the Charmed Sea - Keith = How would you instill 


ethical or moral behavior without feith? It would seen to 


me, that it ell depends uron whet your ethics arc, and where — 
you're getting them from. I consider myself to be a religious 
person, and had never before thought about this question. 

It ie hewever, an interesting problen. 


The Right to Carry Lascrs 4s the Bight to be Free - Mary Lynn < 
I*m glad someone did something constructive about the laser 
bitebut it seemed to me that by ending your editorial with 

talk of irritating someone who is accidentally hit, you were - 
4mpling that they may be dangerous-which ig in contrast to 

the rest of your psper. I'm sure thie wasn't your intention, 
but that was ny first immpresston-end possibly that of other 
people es well. 


The Bunny's MuBeten - Mike ~ Interesting storye-kind of 
strange, but ; interesting {and enjoyable) none-the-less. 


HRHEHERRHEEREH HEHE ERED 


And now, es previously promised, my Minicon report -- 


Thursday night there was the usual panic as I welked 
out the door of "what did I forget?", but finally, I 
convinced myself that I had everything I needed. My father 
drove us (Linde and I) down to Union Station. While 
waiting in line, we ran into Dos and Anne Passavoyethe first 
sign of the bezinning of the con. Linds decided, once we 
had found a couple of seats, to read chemistry, so I decided 
to try and get some sleep. The ride held no surprises save 
onee-7345 AM and we pulled into the station on time. Something 
I hadn*t expected... We ceugnt a cab, and it was off to the 
hotel. 

When we walked in, we saw Dave Ihnat, then later ran 
into Hoxanne who told us where Mary Lynn's room wes. Linda 
wanted to wender 2round end check out the hotel, so we went 
up to Mery Lynn’s end asked if we could leave our stuff 
there « she kindly cbliged. We left our bees, ard beven 
to look around the hotel end all the shops downstairs. 

Linda hadn't been to the cor last year, but I had, so she 
expected me to remember where everytring wes ané show her. 
But soon cnourh we figured uut where the most imvortant 
roons were, and ended up back in Faery Lynn’s room fen eaes 


ae 


See Me, Feel Me...-Again «= page 4 += more on Miniconoe. 


As other people errived, it became the usuel “Hi, how 
you been?eeMissed yout® syndrome. As well as meeting new 
friends. 

Caught some of the “Recky and His Friends" show Friday 
night. (Unfortunately, I didn’t have my antlers. Alas, they 
were still in Chicago in the prop department for the "Stage 
Wars (or Who's Bigas?)® film. Sigh.) 

I decided to try (in vain) to defend my health for once, 
end I actually got to sleep early-around 3:00. Saturday 
‘morning we ell get up around 10:00. Everyone out Alex, that 
4s. Even our attempt to get him up by actually forcing him 
out of the bed was in vain = he went back to sleep on the fleor. 

Bummed around for awhile, checking out the art show and 
hucketer room, until the GT meeting. The idea of heving summer 
Tutorial Berserkers sounds really great-even if I won't be able 
to go to most of them. Sighs I won't even go Anto a discussion 
ebout the banning of lasers-everyone else will probably do it 
for meo 

Back to the trenches, and trying to convince people to 
buy more guns. ‘Ne weren*t there for too long though, ceuse 
we all wanted to see the slide show for “The Empire Strikes 
Back", It was pretty good too. 

Saturdey night and it was over to Steve and Carel‘s roeon 
for the velour party. I had alreedy worn my velour dress, 80 
I showed up in the next best thing-silk. It seemed to serve 
the purpose. . 

All too soon it was Sunday, and szying goodebye began. 
And age all good things must come to an end, so did Minicon. 

It was good to see everyone there, end I hope to see you erain 
soon. And with that, I bid you all e very fond farewell. - 
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YOUNG AND ABROAD IN THE SOLAR SYSTEM 


**k* Special Anniversary Edition *** 


As you can see from the catchy cover, noe brought to you from a 
new address. No, I have not escaped from the swamps, yet, just 
metamorphosed into a true suburbanite. That is, I and a friend 
are renting a house. It is 4 small comfortable place with a low 
morgage interest and an assumable loan so when my friend's wife 
finishes her training and can move here, they can buy it and I 
will have a good excuse for finally packing up and going back for 
a PhD. 


The photo and article collage which follows is a poor, but neces- 
sary substitute for the articles which i'd planned to do for 

this issue. But since moving, I still haven't even dug into 

half of the boxes and I don't know where 90% of what I own is! 
Look forward next ish to an extensive review of two wheel 
technology of all sorts and the comet flyby vignette which 


was to open this (ala YAAITSS #1). And on with the purty pichers... 
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Man-powered craft crossing English Channel 


ee 


last June—to be displayed on site through April 


A beautiful craft in the in the biased eye(s) of a 6 foot tall 
140 pound fellow capable of pedaling a bicycle at 18 mph for 
over 90 minutes. 


By the way, most of this stuff comes from the JSC Roundup and 
similar NASA or contractor newsletters and all acknowledgements 
are hereby made and all rights revert to the owners. 
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| All you want to know about tiles 


i 


| 


{ 


The following is an information 
piece about the Shuttle’s thermal pro- 


® 


= tection system. 


There are four types of materials used 
in the Shuttle spacecraft’s thermal pro- 
* taction system. They cover the entire 
outer surface to protect the aluminum 
from entry friction temperatures which 
will reach as high as 3000 degrees F. 
Reinforced Carbon-Carbon (RCC), a 
hard ceramic-type material, is used on 
the nosecone of the spacecraft and on 
the leading edges of the wings. This 
material protects those areas from tem- 
peratures exceeding 2300 degrees F. 


Tiles 


partment windows which, ironically, 
gives a “raccoon look”’ to the spacecraft. 
The ‘white tiles” are located on the mid- 
fuselage, vertical stabilizer, OMS pod, 
and the upper wing surfaces. 

The tiles are bonded to the spacecraft 
with Room Temperature Vulcanizer 
(RTV), an excellent bonding agent which 
has been used on many spacecraft. 

The fibrous tiles are bonded to a felt 


material known as the Strain Isolater Pad 
' (SIP). The SIP, in turn, is bonded to the 


*. aluminum surface of the spacecraft. Test- 


- ing discovered that due to stress con- 


; centrations in the SIP material, 


‘ 
7 


{ 


the 
tile/SIP system fails at approximately haif 
the stress at which it should fail. 

NASA and a Rockwell Space Systems 
Group developed a process of densifying 
the back surface of the tile. Using a Du- 


: Pont material called Ludox AS—which is 
' an ammonia-stabilized binder—and mix- 


ing it with silica slip particles, it becomes 
a “wet cement” slurry which dries to a 


Damn 


Another TPS material is coated Nomex 
felt, which protects the spacecraft from 
temperatures below 750 degrees F., and 
ig located on the cargo bay doors, the 
side aréa of the upper mid-fuselage, and 
on some portions of the upper wing sur- 
faces. 

The TPS “tiles” are a silica fiber- 
compound which absorbs the heat and 
forms a thermal! barrier to ensure that the 
spacecraft’s aluminum structure is not 
Subjected to temperatures above 350 
degrees F. 

There. are two types of tiles—High 
Temperature Reusable Surface Insulation 


Continued from Page 1 


finished hard surface. 

The slurry.is brushed onto the tile sur- 
face in several coatings. This penetrates 
about .1* inches into the tile. It is open 
air-dried and then given a heat treatment. 
The strength of the tile SIP system is in- , 
creased by a factor of two with the den- 
sification. 

There is also another Rockwell- 
developed repair process of inserting into 
the tile with a hypodermic needie a 
material which will then harden. 

“Once NASA and Rockwell have com- 
pleted—and as of mid-February they 
were 90% completed—the various tests 
to establish the expected maximum loads 
facing the spacecraft during ascent and 
descent, ihe application and verification 
of densified tiles to the spacecraft sur- 
face is just a matter of time. Rockwell's : 
estimate is that the tiles may be com- : 
pletely applied by the end of June if no - 
unforeseen problems occur, and by July ! 
30 at the latest. , 


CautaA ha Ve Swern 


tiles (HRSI), which, when coated and 
cured, are biack-colored and are 
designed to handle surface temperatures 
up to 2800 degrees F, and Low Tem- 
perature Reusable Surface Insulation 
(LRSI) tiles, which, when coated and 
cured, are off-white in color. The-LRSI 
tiles are designed to handle surface tem- 
peratures up to 1200 degrees F. 

The “black tiles’ are located on the 
spacecraft's complete undersurface, 
some areas of the mid-fuselage and verti- 
cal stabilizer, and around the crew com- 


Please turn to Page 4 


Passengers, 
no Shuttle 
reservations 


Contrary to recently published re- 
ports, NASA is not accepting reserva- 
tions for potential passengers to ride 
on Space Shuttle missions. 


The implication that the agency is 
accepting reservations for $500 has 
- been made in recent articles about 
| NASA's program to carry small experi- 
| mental payloads on the Space Shuttle 
| on a space-available basis. These 
' payloads are limited to sizes up to 
- 14 cubic meters and weights up to 
' 9+ kilograms, and $500 earnest 
Riese is required to reserve space for 
a payload. 


NASA has no plans to offer seats on 
| Shuttle flights to paying passengers. 


as Sdw a ticket booth aveunal here, Somewhere! 


_ Hinners sees manned lunar base in 1990s 
as a goal NASA needs for the next decade 


Dr. Noel Hinners, Director of the Na- 
tional Air and Space Museum and 
former Associate Administrator for 
Sciences of NASA, spoke at a sym- 
posium in the Senate Caucus Room, 
“Next Steps for Mankind—The Future 
in Space,” held July 19. The following 
are excerpts from his speech. 


We're in a period of real transition in 
the space program, going from a period of 
high-focus event orientation to one of 
‘Steadier activity throughout the 1980's. 
It is in the next five years that the 
course for 1985 to 1990 will be firmly es- 
tablished. That course can be one of 
“let's study it” untraconservatism, lead- 
ing to relative stagnation and a limited 
choice for the 1990's; or it can be one 
which takes a bold and imaginative ap- 
proach with commitments which allow 

* the country to make the 1980's a decade 
\ of development. : 

The knowledge acquired about the 
Moon through Apollo and its precursors is 
indeed formidable. As in all science en- 
deavors, however, the research and ex- 
ploration generate more questions than 
they answer. The new questions are more 
sophisticated and many could not have 
been posed before. 


Based upon the demonstrated value of . 


astronauts conducting Apollo science 
tasks, | believe most such investigations 
are ideally conducted from a manned 
lunar base. Science will not be the total 
raison d’etre for establishing a lunar base, 
but it most certainly will be the chief 


» ‘ 


beneficiary .in the near-term and it can 
lead the way in establishing require- 
ments. : 

To aim for the first phase of lunar base 
activity, months in duration per mission in 
the early 1990's, strikes me as reasona- 
ble, probably building up -int.a modular 
fashion. Lunar bases will be a reasonable 
Step in the progression of sustaining life 
away from planet Earth. It requires that 
the 1980's see additional steps in 
development of space transportation, 
some version of a reusable orbital tug, 
and research into regenerative life sup- 
port systems. Many of these. develop- 
ments are analogous to those required for 
space stations. 


| am guessing that it will take another 
three years after the Shuttle becomes 
operational .for the user community of 
scientists, engineers—including indus- 
try——Government, and academia, to ade- 


. quately evolve their thinking and equip- 


ment to take full advantage of the Shuttle 
and the Spacelab. 

High priority should be assigned to ex- 
periments which require the use of rudi- 
mentary space construction techniques. 
The development of space construction 
techniques is crucial to any consideration 
for major projects such as space plat- 
forms or solar power satellites. 


The temptation will be to modify exist- 


ing hardware. The implications of yield- 
ing to that temptation should be ex- 
amined very carefully. There's a point at 
which it truly pays to start from scratch. 
Changing the sparkplugs of your car 
testifies to that these days. 


President Carter, in his July 15 energy 
address to the Nation, decried the 
general crisis of confidence, including 
the erosion of confidence in the future. 
He pointed out that we ourselves are the 
same Americans who just. 10 years ago 
put a man on the Moon. 

It's clear to me that the U.S. civil space 
program has provided one of the key ele- 
ments for the future of our country. 'It's an 


indicator of the great capability of Ameri- 
can technology, of the inventiveness of 
her scientists, of the exploring spirit of 
her people, and of the openness of her 
society. 


Professor Carl Sagan’s speech at 
the Senate symposium will be 
featured in the next issue. of 
Roundup. ae 


“It may be that the old 
astrologers had the truth exactly 
reversed when they believed that 
the stars controlled the destinies 


Ames theme art of an agricultur 


of men. The time may come when 
men control the destinies of stars.” 


Arthur C. Clarke 
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The 
Mars 
Project 


Mars. Rotating in its orbit untouched 
for billions of years. From the direction of 
the sun come 10 spacecraft which des- 
cend and retrofire into orbit around the 
planet. Spaceboats carry crewmembers 
from passenger to cargo ships, and the 
Earthmen prepare to land. 

Wernher von Braun published The 
Mars Project in 1953, a plan for a flotilla 
of 10 vessels to make a 969-day mission 
to Mars. He covered thermal protection 
and aerodynamics for Earth and Mars en- 
try and wrote out equations for every step 
from spaceship design to orbit of depar- 
ture. 

Three Space Shuttle Orbiter-like vehi- 
cles (one on skis) would land on the 
_planet, bringing a 70-member crew down 
for a year's stay. 

Von Braun envisioned a vertical launch 
from Earth with three-stage rockets carry- 
ing the interplanetary vessels. (Cost is 
not covered in the paper.) The first two 
stages would jettison residual propellants 
and make chute landings in the ocean. 

The third stage, a winged ship, puts 
the payloads into orbit, then returns to 
Earth “gradually assuming the charac- 
teristics of a conventional aerodyne 
which approaches Earth in an extended 
decelerated glide. 

“The skin attains a maximum tem- 
perature of 1,005 degrees K. It would 
seem just within acceptable limits for 
scale-resistant steel alloys of good ten- 
sile strength.” “ ‘ 


Warping of the fuselage and distor- 
tion of wing contours could be prevented 
by application of a shingle-like skin 
Structure.” 

All three stages would be reusable. 

The 10 vessels, in position above 
Earth, would be ready to maneuver into 
an “orbit of departure” which von Braun 
describes as ‘'a free coast through an 
escape hyperbola’ using Earth momen- 
tum to put the ships into “a circum-solar 
ellipse with an aphelion a few thousand 
kilometers from Mars.” 

Applying Kepler's laws, von Braun 
puts the length of passage at 260 days. 


When they reach the planet, the ships 
would be allowed to fall toward Mars to 
the desired altitude, then decelerate with 
‘a rocket counterblast” putting them into 
orbit. Crewmembers on the seven pas- 
senger vessels would then ride on 
“spaceboats” to the three cargo ships 
which contain the landing boats. 

“tt would be best for the first ship to 


7 oom a Ce ee ee 


land. on a snow-covered polar area on 
skis or runners,’ von Braun states. The 
first crew would then proceed in ground 
vehicles to the equator and prepare land- 
ing strips in the rocky terrain for the other 
two winged ships. 

Skin ian ott not as big a problem in 


the Martian a’ 

He does nd 
crew will do during its year's stay. 
Presumably they would explore and 
begin construction of a domed settle- 
ment. , 

But he does allow room on the return 
trip for ‘“Martain objects collected” — 
using the space where burned fuel was 
stored. And he mentions that “the crew 


orien ae enema Ante ee TT A” 


Resphere, von Braun says. 
{go into details of what the 


’ 


will have the opportunity to see Earth 
transit across the face of the sun on the 
73rd day of the return trip.” 

The publication includes tables, 
charts, and diagrams that explain depar- 
ture maneuvers, ‘‘astronomic and physi- 
cal data,” skin temperature rises, and 
even tonnage required for food, fuel, ox- 
ygen, and water. 

There is a kind of disclaimer in the in- 
troduction: “The study applies ex- 
clusively to the mechanical problems,” it 
says. “The very nature of such limited 
work on such a broad subject precludes 
its being anything but a relatively rough 
outline.” 

But.it's certainly an idea to build on. 
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Machine Shop in Building 10 
grinds out Orbiter panels & parts 
Photography by Terry Slezak 


It could be Cleveland. The roar of aluminum welding machinery, inert 
gases flaming from equipment in the hands of a hooded figure. Manufactur- 
ing. It could be Detroit. But instead of auto parts, these workers are con- 
Structing blood sampling kits to be carried on Spacelab, or panels that will 
go in the simulators in Building Five. And the workers are all Civil Service 
employees working for NASA. 

The Building 10 Machine and Sheet Metal Shop opened with the space 
center, and employees immediately went to work building flight hardware 
for Gemini. They constructed Apollo lunar hand tools and hardware for all 
the manned spaceflight missons. 

Today their task is parts for mockup and training equipment, and 25% of 
their work is in construction of Orbiter parts. 


He y Ty Iho 
Want to meve te Mou sten 7? 


Sfoum Way 
DOES Wor Exist! 


-BEING WMACTY FRAN2’S PAZINE For RPA-TEe F&F? = 


Hello everyone. It's the Monday before Whatcon, time to 
write up the apa. You know, I've only been to three or four 
‘cons in my life, but already a pattern is developing: all work 
stops the week brfore one of these things. I find myself looking 
for a Big System somewhere. so I can kill time waiting for the 
PA2 key to signal or something. Very disturbing. Hope Whatcon 


is fun. And/ndt/LikKe/MAr eons 


Hopefully, some of you went to the film premier at Marcon. 
It was early, 10 am Saturday morning. The first film, The Day 
Time Ended -- let me put this delicately -- was five. Really 
bit the big one. It had Jim Davis, stern-but-loving patriarch 
of the Ewings in TV's Dallas cast as the stern-but-loving pat- 
riarch of a family living Out West in what appeared to be a giant 
Big Mac wrapper. On one particularly bad night, perhaps caused 
by over-flouridating the Pecos, fell beasties and all manner of 
horrible low-bid special effects terrorize these poor people. 
Something about a “space time warp”. As our hero put it, “the 
vortex got 'em". It even had magic pyramids in it. 


Luckily, the second film, Forbidden Zone, was much better. 
This was a working copy of an eventual release, so it dragged a 
lot, but when it was funny it was very funny. Like a huge conga 
line doing a production number called "La Brea Tar Pits" ("where 
no-one’s dreams come true") and what has to be the funniest ABC's 
song ever written. It had Herve what's-his-name from Fantasy 
Island (can't spell "Villechaize for some reason) in it, too. 
Should be a favorite, but I don’t know when it's going to come 
out. 


Speaking of good fun, I started reading The Third World War 
a few evenings ago. You've probably seen it sitting on the 


iy 


thoughts -- 2 


bestseller lists for a while. Actually, it's a pretty good 
"reference" if you're into wargames. SPI makes at least two, 
"Mechwar '77" and "Red Star/wWhite Star", that deal with the book's 
subject area, a land war in Western Europe. 


If you're not into wargames (“conflict simulation" or 
“playing army", depending on your view of it) the book is also 
worth reading because of it's description of satellite warfare in 
1985. It goes into often painful detail about the ECM (electronic 
counter measures) equipment and techniques in use at the time, 
including a harrowing account of how the Russians blind | 
(literally) our shuttle prior to their offensive in Europe. A 
book worth borrowing but not buying, I think. 


Moving on to other things, I've gone and formed my software 
company, at least on paper. After numerous Md ppredcidted Test 
suggestions ("Food, Gas, and Lodging Softwaret Close Cover [2am 
Before Striking Software! Really Loathsome and Disgusting 
Softwarel ..."), few of which fit on a business card, the name 
"Jurassic Software" was selected. Anyone who pipes up with “Up 
Jurassic" for a company motto stops one, I might add. Since the 


Go 


~ Ransinie 
OMT 


Jurassic Period was 170 million years ago, when dinosaurs ruled eh y 
the earth, it dovetails nicely with my current feelings towards 
my employer. 
With that, let me move on to the me's: 
GREG Liked the cover. And I have seen Robot Monster. 
they say, stunningly bad SF cinema. The Ro-man 
himself gives you an idea: picture a guy in a gorilla suit, e 
wearing a Diver Dan helmet topped with rabbit-ear antennae. 


Huh? Plot summary: ro-man (as opposed to hu-man, silly) arrives Pe: 
on Earth, where population has been mysteriously offed except aves 
for the Good Professor and his family: docile wife, snotty little 
girl, buxom-but-dumb big girl, and Obnoxious Little Boy (OLB). 

Ro-man has to purge them, too (called, I wonder, ro-man cleanser? ) 
before other ro-men can come and take over. He finally corners 


the OLB, who wakes up ‘cos it's only a dream. The End. 


id 


thoughts -- 3 


KIP Neat WP package for your ‘zine. Showed Selectric 
idea to former OP salesman in my office, who howled. 
Then, he scratched his head and finished his banana... 


HIGGINS Repeat, to settle the endless which-Thunderbird-was- 
which debate, you should put sketches into next ‘zine. 
My theory was that International Rescue was part of UN: I seem to 
remember seeing a strange rune of some kind in one of their giant 
hangers. And, it always seemed implausible to me that a private 
family would finance those expensive (but spectacular) rescues. 


DOUG I sort of agree with your analysis of fans and marriage. 
I say “sort of" because I have friends who've gotten 
married for some very childish reasons of their own. And being 


- Single is a responsibility in its own right: you are accountable 


for your life, career, everything. I know from working in 
mundania that being married is a lot more comfortable role to 
play, too. It seems to excuse a multitude of sins, shall we say. - 


BENTLEY You were speaking of A FORTRAN Coloring Book. When I 
lived Out East, I worked on a FORTRAN compiler for 
the IBM 8100. When I joined the project, They gave me that book, 
wrapped in a plain brown cover, solemnly stating it was a 
confidential design spec for the compiler. I got back to my 
office and looked. And looked. Geese with vests and glasses. 
Bears, Chests of drawers illustraing matrices. I was horrified. 
And they use it in classes at MIT! Hope yours works out better. 


Well, once again, that's all for now. See, I did write 
more this time. Hopefully, I'll see you at Whatcon. If not, 
then next apa. 


Dr. Gonzo's Elastic Eclectica 
(ec) copyright 1980 by Valli M. Hoski 


These illustrious ponderings are for the period designated as 
April/May 1980 


Being ramblings, rovings, mutterings, and other nonsensical observations on the state of 
statis by the persona known to sometimes occupy 621 Hull Terrace, # 1W, Evanston, Il. 
60202, or otherwise wherever you may find me. 


Bad Dreams of The Right Stuff 
or, a Book Review Cleverly Disguised as a Monologue 


It is late and the hour for drinking, driving fast cars and other such macho perversities is 
drawing to a close.....exactly why I am concerning myself with such macho perversities is 
unclear, except that Tom Wolfe's statement of the Big Three Thrills (drinking, driving fast 
cars and sex) in the 1950's lives of the military test pilots comes to mind. The mystique 
carefully and meticulously built around the lives/family/personalities of the early astro- 
nauts....1 was so-unaware of if as a young prepubescent....dreaming of those souls that sat at 
_the threshold of the stars. Sigh, naivete and hero worship does have its advantages, before 
* eynieism and pragmatism take their toll. The realization that Wolfe made me aware of, that 
the original Seven were drinking, occasionally incoherent and foolish souls like the rest of us, 
shook my-precious childhood memories of those incredibly proud days when rockets shook the 
sky. Watching the countdown slowly tick away, the final T minus sound rendered to 
incomprehensible static by the roar of the Redstone (later Saturn) rockets’ through the tiny 
3" speaker in the TV set, Uncle Walter epitomizing it in hot diggity dog! Sigh, we all 
believed so badly then, we all wanted to believe so badly then, we all needed to believe so 
. badly then. And when the ghods returned from the sky, they sat and drank and drove fast cars 
and engaged in base, carnal acts just like the rest of humanity....no wonder the Overseers of 
NASA deemed it judicious that legends must be perpetuated across the land. And we all love 
heroes, especially those heroes which are given a special effort to appear totally trustworthy 
and worshippable to the multitudes. Who can say if Chuck Yaeger was not a more honest 
example of American pie in the sky than John Glenn running about his Houston suburbia 
driveway in double-knit polyester permapress smiles? 


Tom Wolfe's The Right Stuff tells the untold story of the early astronauts, beginning with 
their brilliant (or incredulously lucky) flights as army test pilots. The fact that the original 
Seven managed to survive aeronautical test pilot days, even without their astronautical 
feats, makes them statistical anomalies. Wolfe takes great pains with describing the inti- 
mate details of the men and their families, their mental state (euphoria and anguish have a 
minute drawing line). Anecdotes and previously unknown details of the personalities involved 
will have to await your reading of the book. Wolfe brilliantly demolishes the hidden dreams- 
and reverence that some of us held out for the first space voyagers, but somehow the feeling 
that we will rise into the sky again still lingers on (perhaps in vain), but Wolfe never casts 
doubt on the fact that we did actually walk on the moon. He is simply giving us the hard 
facts behind indeed making it to the moon, finding it to be made of hard rock, and not some 
bland pie in the sky conjured up by NASA and the folks at Life magazine. : 


But I want to see some people in the clouds again!! Give me Ma and Pa Mediocre in Skylab 
just as long as there are still some folks living in the sky.... 


The star troops are home, grounded (at least for now), and released from active duty....and 
we all sit round inside at night, trying not to look at the night sky, our souls crying in gravi- 
ty's manacles, the inituitive pull of the celestial bodies beckoning irresistably in our dreams. 


Dr. Gonzo's Elastic Eclectica 
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We sit and nod into our beer....trying not to tell, afraid that the stars of memory may lost 
their brilliance in the once-to-many re-telling, and the shine be lost forever for us. 


Sigh, L5 next year..... 


If this is Easter and this is Minneapolis, then this must be: 
Minicon!! 


We find our foolhardy, er, intrepid band of travelers traversing that long and arduous trail 
known as The Road to Minicon . Senses ever alert for that strange breed of animal 
known as the Smokey, which seems to proliferate in great numbers along the stretch of 
interstate highway between Madison and Minneapolis, let us join Andy, Valli and Dan in 
their scintillating conversation: Andy: drive-drive-drive-drive 


Valli: Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z, 
Dan: Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z 
Hm, lets try a little later. 


Hm, exploration time, lets see who's here....almost everyone who is anyone it seems. Round 
couch in con suite seems to be the self-declared home of most of the Chicago/Moebius fen. 
Some filk-singing here and then but where are the magical events that should befall me as 
this is the Minicon ? Hm,-search on, search on. Ah, some notorious fen at last, here is part 
of the Houghton GT dynasty....hello sir, how are you? Fine looking mace you have there if I 
say so myself....£have you happened to have seen the rest of this con hanging around some- 
where else by some chance? Well, 'tis late and I guess I will just try and find it tomorrow. 


New day, bright and early, for the afternoon. Off to a suitably fannish shopping spree for 
velour as our GT custom designer is unusually busy this season and has experienced an 
unforeseen delay in releasing the latest in GT velour. wear. Over the skyway and through 
the mall to Dayton's emporium we go.....and find some velour and on sale no less!!_ Indeed 
the ghods are with us!! Over the skyway and through the hotel to Rene's we go.... GT bus- 

’ iness meeting has of course, business, but we won't worry about that, no. There is every- 
one to hug and see and gosh-wow at.....and it is even better at the GT Velour Party!! 


From all appearances, it seems that GT has finally decided to lay to rest that despicable 
rumor that GT hasno— _ or at least do a decent job of convincing everyone.....The static 
electricity charge build-up in the room from the hugging and rubbing and cuddling is building 
to a critical atmosphere when suddenly, numerous souls decide ahem it is time to go to the 
Art Show. 


It is indeed Art Show time, dinner time and back to the con time. Dinner was an ever-in- 
creasing fannish affair, beginning with a few GT souls and Findlay, Ohio's own Roger Reyn- 
olds, and soon a burgeoning situation with fen replacing the locals as the major clientele of 
the establishment. But the food promised to be interesting, at least. Back at the con, we 
once again find the Chicago crowd establishing itself in residence on the round couch in the 
con suite. Various and sundry fanae follow, the main theme of which seems to be back- 
rubbing of course, Little later that night, there is the slow dancing to the fast music which 
is vastly enjoyed by the participants. But let us soundly deny that no GT member is/has/ever 
will be a disco queen!!(But we do enjoy an occasional two or four step....) 


On, on in pursuit of that Minicon....it is 5:00 AM and the con suite and a rumor of breakfast is 
circulating. Another local establishment finds itself suddenly enamoured of fen, and is serv~ 
ing them eggs and ham at the Resurrection Hour, while a few hum the Hallelujah Chorus 
under breath....never knew fen were religious, eh? Enough is enough is enough....home to con, 
con to bed, bed to car, car to sleep. The conversation back over the seme Wisconsin hills is 


Dr. Gonzo's Elastic Eclectica 
(3) 


suspiciously similiar to Friday's scintillating saga.... Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z-Z Back in Chi-town, 
it is re-hash the con time at Phil Fogio's with half-coherent and half-decadent fen, then 
home to bed, and dream of hugs which were left in Minneapolis..... 


Fandanity 
or, Fandom and Life in the Big City 
Will George Dyson ever fly his canoe in a Dyson sphere? 
Can Freeman Dyson play the Zero~Gee Polka on his violin? 
Will the fickle Ides of May blow Marcon away? 
Will Brown Fur and Watchmakers infiltrate and redesign the whateon con com? 


For answers to these and other thrilling questions, follow your eyetracks back to this page 
next ish, same apa, same Zine.... 


Whys and wherefore-art-thou-Apa-Tech? to Rene for it is now two weeks (and counting) 
after the Minicon deadline and no Apa-Tech finds its way into my lonely mailbox.... 


Hugs and thanks go to Dick.Smith for his resources, energies and effort in helping with this 
zine, and to Datalogics, which is the fasted-fen-infiltrated-company-in-the-Midwest. 
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714 Suburban Apartments 


DeKalb, IL 60115 


1-815-756-6735 
(woo also wrote this turkey) 


WARNING 
Reading this zine may 
be hazardous to your 
health. All typos are 
Clearly not ay fault. 


The hard part is over, I hate to have to think up names for zines. The 
Tecent eruption of Mount St. Helens and the series of earthquakes in 
California brought to mind the one I'm using this month. I plan to mention 


more about it after I formally introduce myself. 


So 
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Dunn Kevin ¢ 
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This id card gives the 
‘wital statistics. A few 
words in addition. I'm mo 
longer in the Army. In the 
years since I’ve been to 
school, recieving a BA in 
political science from 
Colorado State University, 
and a semester of graduate 
work there. Currently I'm a 
grad student at Northern 


Illinois University. When I'm not studying I work in the Graduate School 
Office as a gopher and word processor and all around nice guy doing work on 


a convention in Chicago for the Society of Research Administrators. I got the 

Job by accident. I'd recieved an assistentship but the money didn't show up. 

This was the firstopening the school had. 
Into the real world of fandom. I started reading SF when I was very 


young. 


As a matter of fact I can't remember when I wasn't reading it. 


Unfortionately I never discovered fandom. I grew up, played wargames, joined 
the Army, went to Europe ani came home. Then one fine day I saw, hidding in 
the school paper, ads for two SF clubs. As a result I met Gordon Garb and 
Mike Sestak and Kip Williams (not to mention a whole lot of other people) 


I've never looked back. 


Why did I join this apa? Well, because Renee asked me if I'd be interested. 
And because I feel the need to get more in touch with Midwestern fandom. 


I also already knew several members of the apa. I hope to get to know everyone 
else. 

To start with I'm going to review a few books, some old and some new. 

I think everyone has read (or at least seen the movie) Wizard of Oz. 
What many people don't know is that L. Frank Baum wrote a number of other 
childrens stories. Dover Press reprinted several of them a few years ago. 

I found three of them on a remainder table in the school bookstore. John 
Dough and the Cherub is the story of John Dough a gingerbread man in the 
tradition of the Scaresrow. He was created by a French chef who accidently 
used the Elixar of Life instead of water in the dough. John is fleeing the 
owner of the Elixar who wants to eat him in order to gain some benefit 

from the Elixar. Queen Zixi of Xi is a longish fable about a magic cloak 
and an accidental king. The queen of the fairies decides to make a cloak 
that will grant the wearer on wish. It will work for anyone who recieves the 
cloak as a gift. The king is a beggers son who is the 47th person to walk 
though the city gate after the old king died. The point of the story is 
really what should you wish for. The Magical Monarch of Mo is the best of 
the bunch. According to the introduction it was written and published at the 
same time as the Wizard of Oz, which became by far the most popular of the 
pair. The characters and scemes could be in Oz. I enjoyed reading about 

more strange characters. All three were fun to read, and why else would a 
person buy a book. 

The Patchwork Girl by Larry Niven is Ace's newest (as I write) novellete 
posing as a trade novel. I was very dissapointed. It stars Gil (the Arm) 
Hamilton as the ARM delegate to the Lunar Law Conference. Interwoven is a 
locked room murder. The solution was interesting, but the rest of the story 
was weak. I'd reccommend waiting until the mass market edition comes out. 

Philip Jose Farmer has finally finished the Riverworld series in The 
Magic Labyrinth. I felt the story line was weak, as Farmer tried to tie all 
the loose ends together in as few words as possible. It was fun seeing what 
he'd been aiming for in the earlier stories, but not as good as it could have 
been. 

In order to understand a writer's stories you often have to know 
something about his personal life. The easiest way is to read an autobiography 
such as the two volume set In Memory Yet Green and In Joy Still Felt. Asa 
matter of fact I think you will OD on Asimov if you try both in a row. He 
gives incredible detail about his younger life, but the older he gets, the 
less he has to say. You wold probably learn as much about him as you'd ever 
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want to know by reading his comments in Fantasy and Science Fiction. 

Gordon has probably alread mentioned The Probability Broach by L. 

Neil Smith. The author is a leading libertarian in Colorado. The story 
concern's a cop from our future accidently ending up in a parellel world 
where libertarian ideals have been operationalized. He does a very good 

job of working the philosophy into the storyline instead of breaking 

up the story with speeches and tirades. For those of us from Colorado it 
has some added touches. Who would imagine the first inter dimension contact 
in Al's Newsstand in Fort Collins. 

Apother story with a philosophical base is Still Forms on Foxfield by 
Joan Slonczewski. In the last days before a nuclear war on Earth, a group 
of Friends (Quakers to us pagans) flees to the planet Foxfield. Many years 
later (a generation or two) an Earth ship catches up with them. The ending 
is sort of a copout, but the story is a very good study of cultures in 
conflict. 

Of late there have been two good collections of new short fiction, the 
latest issue of Detinies (number 7) and Stellar #5. Destinies tends to 
run a lot of articles and this issues was no exception. The Stellar volume 
includes stories by James Hogan, Lee Killough, Philip Dick, L. Neil Smith, 
Charles Sheffield and Marion Zimmer Bradley. A good read. 


The Jupiler Effect is a result of the MOSCOW (AP) --- Soviet 


upcoming conjuction of all nine planets Cee ae 


in the year 1982. The authors show a the stars of the Galaxy" and 
great deal of evidence of the impact of Ai ee 
tital effects on both the sunspot cycle Troitsky wrote in the weekly 

and the frequency of earthquakes on this a ll 

planet. There are two sections of the San Andreas fault with are overdue for 
major quakes, the area near San Francisco and Los Angeles. The authors predict 
a major quake in one of these regions sometime in the next few years. 

I'd first read the book when it came out in 1974 and the eruption of 
Mount St. Helens brought it back to mind. When it first came out it was very 
controversial, but much of their work has been confirmed in the last couple 
of years. 

The book doesn't claim that the tidal forces are powerful enough to 
directly cause an earth movement. Instead they act as a trigger mechanism in 
an as yet unidentified process on areas that are already primed for an 
event. Both of the areas they identify as prime targrets have been active 
in the past wiht quakes occuring in a regular pattern. The frequency of past 
quacks indicates that both regions are 10 to 20 years overdue. 
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It goes without saying that if a major quake on the order of the 
San Francisco quake of 1906 was to occur today it would be a major disaster. 
Government studies show several thousand deaths as a minimur result. 
Unfortionately only tise can show if this book is accuarate. (Actually it 
must be right, Isaac Asimov wrote the introduction. ) 

HIS I HEHEHE INSANE DDA IESE LAA ID DAIL IAL SESE LSE 
So much for rambling on, time to stick foot firmly into mouth and 
do Mailing Comments. 

The Quintessential Singularity- Spacecraft Controller.Nice title, even if 
the job sounds just a little on the dull side. I liked the cover you did for 
the last issue. I don't know if you'll be able to find a copy, but Adrian 
Desroni has a new book out titled The Ape's Reflection on the subject of 
intelligence in apes. Besides looking at the evidence he looks at the 
philosophical impact that might occur if it was proven. 

See Me. Feel Me- There's nothing like fanzines anywhere. In most parts of 
the world anyone who wrote something this strange and tried to circulate it 
would be in jail. 

Yesterday's Tomorrow's Today- The only real problem with an electronic APA 
I can see would be the price, at least for the near future. Maybe in a 
few years when the various minni' are compatable and cheaper. 

KWIP#1- Hi Kip. Amazing, four people from the now defunct Anti-Martian 
Society in one APA. What a small world. 

Transporter Topics- I like your robots. (I bet everybody says that) I 
hope everyone in the apa has made their donation to the Viking Fund. 

Young and Abroad- So you finally broke down and did it. You're becoming 
very middle class in your old age Mike. Materialpgssessions cluttering up 
your life. Return to purity, send all your wealth to a worth cause, see 
address at the top of page one. 

Radio Stunt Man- I suspect that the method of colonizing a planet would 
depend primarily on how much money and how many people were involved. To 
colonize a planet using your method would require huge amounts of money an 
thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of people. It would require a government 
to carry it out. 

If a small group of people wanted to start their own colony they would 
be forced to make an agarian one. And in doing so they would almost have to 
rely on native materials. It would cost a lot to ship items from somewhere 
else. Over time, they would become more advanced. Maybe. Remenber there 
have been a number of societies that haven't changed for thousands of years. 
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Now for a quick lession in development. Preinductrial societies were'nt 
all that inequal. Nobody had anything. I’ve seen figure'’s which indicated 
that the ratio of wealth between the richest and the poorest people was 
about 5:1. It wasn't until the industrial revolution that it became possible 
for there to be such huge disparities in wealth. And it wasn't until the 
industrial revolution that mass media made it possible to use this difference 
to inspire violence. If the King is rich, but nobody knows it, who is going 
to complain. It's when the peasant watches Charlie’ Angels on the tube and 
then looks at his own condition that you et action. 

As to the masses rising up, that never happens. In times of hardship 
the peasants may rebel because they are starving, but in good times they 
don't. All three of the revolutions you mention the leaders of the revolt 
were middle or upper class people who didn't have political power under the 
ex isting system and violence was the only way they could get it. This 
eccured because the industrial revolution produced wealth for people who 
never would have had any. 

Studies indicate that in the American Revolution about 10% of the 
people actively fought against the Crown, 10% fought for the Crown and the 
rest didn't care. That's not much of a mass uprising. If you look at the 
literature of the time, the leaders started out demanding their rights 
as Englishmen. Independence was a much later goal, and came about only 
after they realized that the Crown thaught of them more as none Englishmen, 
more like Indian subjects, than as Englishmen. 

The Revolution was won more by good fortion than anything else. Most 
people don't realize that at the same time as the Revolution the British were 
fighting a world-wide war and they were much more interested in India than 
they were in a bunch of farmers in the wilderness. 

Smith's Corona- As lard as it may be to beltéve I've been having some 
trouble with UPS. I'm almost never home diring the day so the delevery 
person started to leave my packages with the neighbors, which I don't mind, 
but he wasn't leaving a not on my door to tell me where to find them. Then 
one day when I happened to be home, class was cancelled, he didn't bother 
to knock. He just left one one on the steps. I was lucky to find it before 
it walked away. They tell me it won't happen again, but it's terrible to 
be so disillusioned. 

Dr. Gonzo's Epicyclic Effiuvium- Interesting con reports. 

ETAOIN CORFLU- Two new Niven Known space books out since your last zine. 
Before you try Ringworld Engineers you might reread the earlier stuff. It 


will let you figure out what's gding on much earlier in the story. 

Eye Tracks- As an outsider I have to ask, what does Captain Keller mean? 
Tales From the Charmed Sea~ I think I'm putting another name and face 
together. That is if you were also in charge of theHurkster Room at WhatCon. 
Speaking of which, it was a nice con. Not much going on programing wise, 

put lots of people to sit around an talk to. 

The Right to Carry Lasers- Somebody told me the reason Minicon banned 
weopons was the presence of the police, who from personal experience I can 
tell you are uptight about anything that looks like a weopon. I was a little 
surprized at the number of police arounf the hotel. When I walked over to 
MacDonald's for dinner I saw 9 cops and two private guards. 

The Bunny's Mubetan- All the big oil companies are trying very hard to 
diversify out of the oil business. The people may believe that we're not 
running out of oil, but the people running the oil companies know that they 
may be out of a job in the near future if they don't start preparing now. 
The management jobs are about the same whether the product is oil, or coal, 
or hamburgers. 


It seems that a number of people didn't make it into this issue. Hello 
to all of them. Now I have all this white space to fill. 
Unfortionately, I'm out of time. Use this gpace for doodling. 


Till next time. | ee 
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Another one? Jeez, that guy never gives 
up,dees he P" Well, the, | aughed whey } 

Sat down at the plano, too, but they weve 
Crying by the time | Stood vp. (You 

easiaet think bueable- b60q12 would 
affect them thot way.) So, once again 
ltake pens ih. haud—-oue at atime, 
natuvali,—— and try yet another time 


to communicate. Doing ha eaasu Bias 
is often more of a challenge tha the 
first. The wailing arrives, looking much 
like Ohy other ih «tS envelope, but ob 
taking iE upStoivs to the egoscrar room 
one Finds that the only re evences ta 
Ohesel€ ave Mrde by oneselé ayd the 
08 (or GTB). Not thot theve is auy 
reason for it to be athevwise, bet it 
drives home the fact that, unless | 
Want to Skip a Mouth, lL woutt Find 
ovt how my sevatchi g 5 ove bein 
received vatil [ve ddue two whole 
mouths warth. Serve wa Wermt hexa- 
weeks...) 
Sihce 1 didn't do much last 
time €o explain m sel€, heve aresome 
BIOGRAPHICAL’ DATA 
1 Ww2d born at one mitute Vatil mid- 
night om December 15, 1/956, in Santa 
Aua, Calibovuia Southern Califownia 
1S One of Che wovld's nut Capitals; 
2nd Ovanae County, I've heave, contains 
the veat hostile ones. Kaul Hess ounce 
597d the Vewisl, state should be relo- 
Cated Somewhere lke" Texas ov Ovrange 
Couuty- Those aeds duey:t used for 
much vow." Incidentally, over half m 
velatives live in Teras. We've 2 Goned 
of WASPs, Scoteh-lvish JE ng lish- Welsh, 


I9S9, my Folks weve disgusted with the 
Concereays rset a€Sauta Ana and 
we moved To Fovt Collings , Colovade, whew 
I've lived ever Since exceot tor one 
mouth | lived in Estes Park, In 1977, 
th' folks obsevveg thot Fort Glling 
WS turhing into ether SantraAna 
ahd they weat to Texas. After a ‘ 
horvid tyausition peviod of Seveva 
moves Cincluding 2 fascinating ream 
down hotel that 1S haw of Cis) ] 
ended vp at Dll Manav wheve [ will 
Presume Iy live until the owney 
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makes hid iAVeStMent back ih vent 
ahd tersvs ib down tov more of fites. 
Ths town has office fever, All the 
Stores are being relocated (“to 
shoppin centers, thus for- 
cing instowk laicyclists (such as mysel€) 
to Sueutually ge& % cav ov move, hei they 
; ‘ do et. 
pitantis ive ree | was educated 
in Bh ersy-qoing libeval school System 
that let me skip fivst gvade becsuse | 
ale Knew how to reed. | nevev 
went fer high avades | aud atter | gvad- 
voted Prom “high school | dus fted from 


joo to job, beZomiug sterdly employed 
only atter I'd been "gut athe world ” 
for 9 while. 


Between last oT and 
this (the break "is on line 14) | started 
to apply at CSU fer a dequvee in 
computer Scieuce, Things bein whet 
dove | first have to envoltthen 
try for finsneial aid. The frest 
Classes [ cay take will be in Sprin 
of BI. Refove that, | ynderse rear 
£34 trke "Summe- oul"! closses 
aud minbe some ih the Fall. Then 
beuter With 9 majo in Physics 
$0 | 634 Chauge it to computer 
Scie Once | am iy, Some Fun, 
ahd Soo00 simple. > 

Any question 9* 
Besides “Who Cores?", thyt is... 
AN E CDOT € this tells 04 
he vodio iS Intvoducing @ Concerta 
by Revgolesi. He sas: ~"/b's fh 
four Wovemests. Corse) Slow, fast, 
Slow." Coruse)"... fast.” Cprvse) "That's 


: in 
we’: OKrxy, okay, don't all sla our 


Knees xt once. It reall happened a 
few MihyteS 290,50 | thought it w5 
humordus., 


Speed Sister tee, : 

IMME, Wap preesesscat: Es aH it WS 
pe Sania 4 eaeey for 
PSeeeeesgaasse H us this after- 
Se nooh by the 
= Wied é Moscow Brdis 
= rua fit Ovche stva & Chorvs, 
Sa eersssey 2 HER Yevgeny Svetivhoy 


7 


oA te 


pe 
.) Naw this word 
from our 


i a friends at the 


eae 
> 
ts 
Vy ae bs 
4 
a “ 
7 


Nea Zeppelin Havgay Head Shop... » 


CB) bs Ge Bd Ad Thereve been one or 


two cultuvel eveuts aroung here. The 


fivst Was *ARTCO Presents: [t's Our 
Community", 
of loca| artists Cincluding me) 24d 
local musiciaus 
[hed 2 swell da 
ting up th the mavuing to loungin 
dround Near My disploy trying to 
Catch Some eutourraqing words. 

ployed the pieho gloue ahd rh a 


couple of duets. | WIS IMZred bo 


Find that 2 person Ia always thou. 


of 3 ho more than 2 footloose ecla 
talented artist, 
which | missed, latthe doctaw's 9 fF 


tric was 9 remarkab/ 

The end of the event 

Wovikg ducked ovt to comtinve inthe 

festivities of Yuces Con IL) was 

marred by forces of 2 play ih the 

butldi 
the Miemouist Ovehestva from 

pertormin . The place is Supposed & 
be Soundpvag€ but it's not. Euey 
thovah | have been in p45 there 
which were undermined by brads 
ih the other voom, | feel thot: 

)The ARTCO event was Scheduled 

w im BWvance, 36d Shovid have 
been given Ove cadence over the 
Foothills Civic Thertve, 

DIE the Lincoly Conter hed let the 
Mheususts ih eal, enauad to 
Set up, theuid have been gone 
Ploy ing before eight. thes had 
alot of egui es to put up. 


Mesuwh le Open Stage, the town's 
most pvatessional Bud creative 
theyter Compauy, hrs been barred 
trom fuvther per formonce dnd 
rehearsal in the Stage the, so 
lehoviously restores 40 vtility. It 
Setms a zealous five jiuspector 
determined that the old Opeva House 


didu't have evrough exsts. 

Also, Crthy rhe went to see O55i¢€ 
Davis and Ruby Dee ih ay evening of 
poems and oik tales, Both were excel 


leat, but Ossie wrg better. Ms Dee's 
delivers WIS Sometimes dhha 414g - 


a multi-media ave Show 


Calso including me), 
of jt, trom set- 


enter; ne 34d forcibly stopping 


" YOUR HEADACHES ARE THE RESULT OF Tao 
MUCH THINKING. 


Be IT EVER SO HUMBLE. 


Wwe heey doiva this Zine So tar at add 

Moments! Some ive done 2t work on 

breaks 2 at lunch: one bit of it was done 

ice (back ou the first 
P292- ). Finally, i'm going Some of it ih 

se tra agui| Cav jroument “of Homes weet 
ome, 


Also, Since the last mention of my 
oe edcytjon 24d how I'ye found 
that my GRA in High Scheel was “ot.56 
aut! 26 [1d thought. Now my expevt 
aduice Says | can get vight inte the 
competitive Comp uter Science deprrtuest, 
thus elimiustiog the business of Soing 
first into ahother ma joy. imaqine im 


t 


COVER Say this is nice! (this is nice!) 
tv. 
SSS TIMES thaseasss 20376, ‘eer 


Yeroxing, That's twice what it costs 
here. Was thot ouly due to the ast 
minute” natuve of eveats last mouth? 
! may wot be able to atford this.o) 
PAKS 


ow Kihd words, chair. You've apal, | kate 
to ask, but was #6 boudd by the new 
Stapler? | ; 

I've re-figured the cost of repro 
adjusting Foy one buck to go to the 
stapler fund. (te still Figures to avound 
$.064 / 94. Yous. pee 


GOSH DARN tT! 
OUT OF GAS! ; 


DOT THINK SO MUCy,” 


Not much | cam say an the covey P such, save 
that | fie FE, td weetd C4peun move 


ef the same 


(regery ‘fessiv, Western Uuton,.. sa 


dee bidet, bee b'Jee brave , a5 
the old hit weat. Congyotuletiong on 
our nety job, even j€ it 1s babys tting. 
Keep jt ve: (Ceither the geod wovk or 


the satellite) definitely like Weinbauw's 
shovt stovies. | thinkhe must have 
been soovt the best writer af short 
SE Lov a while, His hovels...1 dot 
Know. | resd TheMewAdaw. 't wes like 
somethin good Seemed aheut to roppeh 
for 2 long while, then it got bitter 
Gnd ended ih 3 Wry that left me 2 
bit put out. Sitce then I've tuied & 
stave The Blece Fivme, byt laut 
get into it.|t's some kind of de, 
guess, aud the cover is a purpesety 
eee €€ of Jett Jones’ covey fvom the 
other book, Maybe the cover succeeded 
too well ih looking ike TheNewAdaua, 


Much of my favorite science fiction 15 
in a Swell book called Adwewtures ih 


Time 24d spre Cl'mm going +0 dispense 
with Saberiaing & 05) Like Grott Conkting 
awthol oa ies it's 2 goed one to take ond 
lowa lous trio. lt inctudes Some af 
Lewis Prdgetts suell Donower stories 
(starting with the Proud Robot"). The 
edition | have Cmme out in Paperback 
1975 ov 50, bet the book was put together 
abouk thirty yews before they by one 
of the Mrqazikes, 24d Leir picks ot 
what the ‘est stovies & novels (short 
hovels) up to then were weve ones that 
often mate it inte Some other col- 
lections ke the Seience Fictlay Hall 
of Fame , 25 well a5 stowies | haven't 
Seey elsewhere out thot weve also 
quite geod. 


“Speaking of Having the herg 
swerst 2 bttle. I've beey Cveeping th voval 
the Nevo Weite books by Re Stet. | just 
finshed reoding Im The Best Families, 
Weite swerts in this one, brings a plot 
that Stevt stoeted Setting v to rts ch 
Max two years betowe, and they pulls a 
VAbbit ovt of his hat fov au eucore. 
Cie what ig che difference betweey Science 
end religion?" ) The diffevence tS 4 the 
Yesponse to the demrud: “Proye jt?" 


(re: Swazzy hew theovies "..some youn 
professars $24 all sovts of things on the 
off-chawre thst one will be Vight! 0) 
Pasteuy hoa this problem witha vivel 
who could endlessly veel otf imagiuevy 
theovirs te Coutvadict poor Lovis wha 
had to wovuk to dispveve these ta- 
Sits. On the othey aud, Somebimesa 
sey thought occurs vnbi dden, Bhd 
who kyows? It coun be SomETHING... 


Doana And naw, the opinion 


to the Coutvary: MUCH Too LONG i" 
WRITE. LESS! (No, no, I'm kid-agarghl) 


i remember (Gin! out of my 
head, os performed by the Letter - 
men. Those go45 Sovud like such 
os (although ) dow't veal, hate then, ). 
When thea sing Whe will have these 
Moments to remember ' get a 
mental image 2 these slow-movu: 
Zombies So ersuy-gaing ther Con't mdrk 
their Fingers Ue rst eha Flin : 
oute the football) field, heads vollin 
se ae necks, to tea the golpests 
ow r i > hg; 
eats art of 2 Night af the Singing 


Your pithy veview of Kikg 
Dinosaur reminds me of Gveg Chal ins 
review of A Five in the Sky ih which 
Phoenix iS hit by @ meteor. They spot 
it Hori Ilions oft miles es 
speaking) 24d right BI4 Lhey kKuow 
where itt! hit. Speaking of the 
Meteor itsel€, he Said it wrs Se Stupid 
looking “that at any minute | expecta) 
jt te stavt sin ing ‘By the time / get 
to Pheeor x?" All the Extve tevrystyi als 
I know Say the would have to be "real 


fevs'ta “go around blowing up stavs.' 
G0 there, Ast hur Cc. Clabke... S) P 


at (L a) B +9 
7 QIAL Nereis The elec— | RESmith MUSIC? HEAD Music2 
tvonic ap? souuds okey . Fun, even, g~ producing au alteved state of cousciou- 
VSical accomponiment,...wouw. With fhess”- Good definition. Fivst choice 
the Proper input teewinal-sort of 2 h tor truly alteved state would be Gyegoriay 
Slate deuie— illoes and hand working ff Chaut.. when | hea it dowe by monks) 
covtd also be produced easily, and the fil sweaw the Ceiling goes o€€ the room 
Keqboord stands by Faithtell, for the fond | find mysele im 2 cathedvol. When 
neu-priat portions of auy progvam. |i 'Sgt-Pepper's..." or side 2 of “Abbey 
028" is On, | cam ploy endless g dmes of 
Then a) probebl, Print oot hard cop- | Solitaire without tiving- The Moody Hues 
165, even though I'9 Jase the dynamics fused to wrolly doit to men. “O2q50f 
o€ the wimated lettevs and $004. [Future Passed * ov 0794 2 of “Outhe thirsh- 
Bot then, I'm also the kind who will Jold ef 2 dream” ave the best. 
amuse the g°"9 by never Putting ay ly the field 
Persousl [ovary into » Meurony bauk—fot Jarz [ €ind orn Dina Shore vocals 
It) stick to old-fashioned spac wast} be be superlative, pavticclavly three 
pay NCR Microfevms, and keep all the | pieces she did with the Chamber Music 
ginal Comics, books, etc, in$tovage || Suciety of Lowey Basin Street: "Mood 
Somewhere. Alndigo", “Sophisticdted Lady” ad “Star- 
On the subject o€ this dust." Also"Chloe. Thatls four, Her 
being 19Cqasp) 80, | vecal{ a stor Voice was lovely, she hid woudertul 


Natiowel Lampoon ran in ‘73, called ficontvol, and the justrumeats dehind 
WEvyening in 1973, osedly writ - Wer combine with her delivery ih Such 
teu Fi Gears before. The story 2 way 25 to vender my skeleton flaccid. 
has Nb Cochers lending 2 pen to bis 
Weighbor, Paul Wilsons r 
"Quite a device, this sutomatic pen, 
Paul Whison 52/0.“ Trulg a marvel o¢ 1973." 


"Yes," John Suthers readily w;reed. 


Then, theres classical. “Tops an muy 
list are—gf course — wm, four 
favorites; Gershwin Proke ties, Ravel, 
r and Rochinauinav, the 20th-Century 
This alkplastic qutowmatic pen is truly innts, Gershwin's best is his Piauo 
amazing. Through > Cellophane window, oncerts in F, but everything he ever 
one can see the intevior, wheve alife- wrote has mevit. His eee qu ov tet, 
time supply of 3 Special kiud of psec able iene called hae eae pe 5 me Bway 
ici . Th iat, Kquetiatl Hon 2 blve clo Or Sure, 
plastic is kept. The special, liquefiatle | : Prokofiev's 


lastre 35 heated to its melting pat . 
By 2 Small internal filament; Ehis tila- five piano concerti, his first violin 
Ment 5 turned on by 24 Internal concevta, ahd his Flute Sonote al\ 
Minlature ohetube radio Veceivor respoud- mevrt much PASE. 
ing to Siguals sent out by an internal, 
miniature, One-tvbe radio transmitter; 
this tvansmitter, placed beside the 
point, i$ @uergized onl when pressure 
is actually place) on wes point. This 
assures that the plastic will be liquid — 
and flow onto the paper — only when 
actually needed. Since the phstic is solid- 
ified when net in v5e, eliminated Forever 
is the danger of the pen lerking in, 
Say, a shivt ov suit pocket." 

"wha, 1 Caw remember wr4, Woy back, 
Paul s2id, “when pens used te leak all the 
time." 

“ Things Suve ave difFerent how iy 
19731" Jolin Susithers, said, grinning. 

By the way, Ed Subitaky wrote thit. of 

couse, | never got over the novelty of 

the sixties being ove. 


Rachwaniuey's 
I best: piece iS his Rha Sody ou atheue 
of Pagauini . It's a Sevies of waviations 
Ifor piano and orchestya oh one 0 € 
Nicolo Paganini's Vidlin CrpVyices. He 
also works ih the Dies lve, 2 theme 
trom Gregorian Chmt which genevally 
signifies gloom, deprrszion, 3nd other 
LV3its of Rrachingu nov. 

pwel's sole 
Pismo music includes masterpieces o 
modern havmony in older Faris, such 
oo LeTombeay de Covperin and the 
IValses Nobles et Sentrmen tales, Theve 
hare 2150 Swell pieces like the [Pimo, Cello 
Rain“ [Trios and the incvediol 
lovely Intvoduction ond Alleqro for 
Harp, Clavinet, and String Qdawvtet. 
€ Secoud movement 9 & his Pians 
Concerto in & almost makes me 
bryan out and blubbey, however... 


fl 


vay faverite of ali Ravel's pieces and LoS 


possibly my all-time favorite piece of 
music is his Concevto le Main 
Gauche jor the Left Hand Concerto, 
Known 35 the “Aavel Left Hand." le 
Ws Written for Paul Wittgenstein, 
one-armed WU vet, pianist ahd imarate: 
he piece opens in the low, growling 
strings and brasses. slow theme 
i9 Bhhounced in Sli htly higher tones. 
Withovt much ado, “this ch nges lwto 
another theme which then [eads 
into the first appearance of the 
Soloist. Herets where this piece 
stavts to get Bimaring - 1S one hand 
reall doine abl thot? Hard to believe, 
byt 4 is. (ive even Bi the mysic) The 


WS tae to heaw you went 
out and got an Apple. That oughtta Keep 
the doctor away, baka, .., [t's now upto 


Gordow's been giving You a piece ot 
| 
ha winders. 

See you at Ambercon = 
with t Las aid 1p 


Gol-lee, this Wes > Swell 


Zine. There Were othe swel! zines in 
chis mailing | but | must Say this one, 
iw pavticular, iS swell. 
l must soy thot 
hecouse theve f5 so ttle else that 
fool L cay think to 524 on it, | cay 
$34 the title aud interior titles weve 
amusing, Chat | was able to happ:! 

sit ana vead the thing, but sometaw, 
each time | frame 2 “mental Comment 
(ak.2. paperless Civst dvatt)on it, | 
come vp With something Completely 
di€fevent. Whrt d0 | write down wheu 
leawt think of the same thiug twicee 
Most likely somethina ike this, $o9 you 
at let Kriow [ liked the zine. 

Pe 2-4 
of this certdni, Seem rersonrale tome. 
Techtrology crart lack vp. Now that weve 
W2d Cw5, WE cm't ao back bo hovses and 
feet. We just have to find something 
pees ivice to put in the tuk. 


AoosIENS Bob Aspwin is Yana the Nau- 
Seating? Gripes, the things 

you cam just live for Uaus dud 

Urs Bhd Never even Suspect. viminy: 


WAIL O00 Hw, Dick 15 right 
about those ellipsises (sik Gidd.., they 
Can aet to be too much... | dunne, they've 
just too €dsy dhd ambiguous... like 
vecovds that eud witha ‘wepeat te 


Second time the Pidho enters, it is 
Playing 2 distinctly Sepavote melody 
and BCcom ponent Bu use of diffemt 
rhything & ey laaity Fire deound earch 
other like cabbage butter li es. Through 
out the paeee ee, the ovchestva is 
er fect "vight hand" at times, skill~ 
vily merging with the piano now 
rippling, now hammering. Finally, 2 
OWamotic Section aides the orchestra 
to silence and without 2 pause, the 
soloist begins the cadeura. 
lt be ins 
Slowly, €rsily, with 3 serse of dvaua 
Caused by the soloist's recveation of 
the opening theme, hitherto assigned 
only 0 the orchestra. A brief 4am, 
Bnd a hew-pavse and the pirsnist hes 
increwed the accompaniment , dovoli 
the number of notes played in erch 
bav, and the melody now plo ed 35 
the Second Solo theme, tVous igurvd 
by the faster accompaniment, all of 
ich 15 played by ) Single fast-moving, 
incrrdibl, accuvete hand. Aud the 
thin keeps building, Plog ing Sime} — 
Lauedusly % melody Counter“wmeloduy, 
ahd @vunuin accompaniment. Aud fade',., otherwise wice 2ine nice 
then the wiglody stovts to pick up layout, nice type set — 1 mean it, | 
ieee and oct recreate Aachen work with the stuff. ibe 
WEdTING So Nile 3 5 pow ? Uns: 9 Larry of Spinthairisig 
it alunas? sounds Ile the ovchestra is Bill Igygyic = eaeh ae ass't re 
holm ng slong... dnd just as the climay counts the Juminoys Flashes 
of the piece comes along, the orch—- |hrtting Wis Screen, and later they 
esta joins im and brings the house (plot 2 “gvaph of number of hits 


OW. Versus anale BD..." and the one with 
The best rec ovdi ng of this ison |the most “hits wins, right? By George, 
Columbia, and fertures “the aveat Nun catching a4 to Bhis ‘'Tecky" sve 
French Master Robert Casadesus. | ‘slverdy ! , 
VeCommend it. t Ct Gordon) Eagerly auditing 
Con piano) your next Post mailing.’ By Gevb,! 


Clete. ita) ‘think he's Got it! 
Cotet is) ©) Keen 2ine. Be zine 42. 


Yok thanks to the Garb Surplus Shack..." 


DOUC the update on the pitched battle of 
AS) That ene Bhd jllo ave tvideodisks. Hovd to believe Lhat recovds 
real nifty. Convince Bill Higgins he 


once Kad Similar Struggles oter the 
should do is zihe tn xerox or of€- [Size of the hale for 7Ss (1 found 2 
Set so all Wis illoes can came ovtas couple of old 78s with holes about 
shovp aud erie a5 that. Ditto cay gle the size o€ 455. The recovd 
be gcae, Hear ow mucky, 34d oaly 


label $030 the only worked ou Cer- 
the Grest FooHoo and the Master tain machines ‘of 2 Cevtdin manu facturey, 
Monster Know which it will be. 


So whe kuyows, maybe they were 295 or 
775 Or Some Lush )) ti OiSC-o- Cylinder 
decision, the spout 0€ YSs anelPs. 
Aud cassettes. Ramble, ramble, ramble. 
Anyway, appreciated the infa, 
Swell zine, 

rticulavig (for me) the earlier pages. 
AS fay format went, | Boere oid 
three -coluwmn Lupe zines. Pevhaps you 
could have Filled vp the lost calumny 


ve: 
vow Daniken et.at) Robert Benchley 
raised 3 wice Point Some years back 
in an article where he cites what 
histovian calls 9 ‘remarkable sccuy ste 
dvawing o€ 2 goose Found in an 
Egup tidy ae Why, he osks, is it 
50 Temarkoble? Are we the only 
eneration thot can draw geese? 
In the same seuse, | Fee! obliged to 
scoff 26 those who Feel oe vamids 
Could obly be the work of 'S. 
Ovuv ancestors Cond the Eauptions’ 
ancestors )weve human, tha, bad math 
ahd could Stvive Cav perfection. They 
thought they HADDA build pyramids, 
dhd When mon HASTA do Samething, 
he most of ten does. Evew fly, if 
he Wag te. 


FETT § teu words on hows | 


Prepared this, Mm sitting on the edge 
of the bed, monitoring a tape vecavdin 
1m iter ey from ove Cassette 

Ouother. Both machines ave Sony, 
CNo baloney) My pens ave Rapidomel - 
Tic Techuical Fountain Pens, ih sizes 
from 13 to 2.00 rising iw 2 begarith- 
mic Progression. There Bre nine points. 
This is 2.50. My character generator 
1S a2 human mind, coupled to the pen by 
2 Standard hand. It's Capable of such 
esoterica 25 pound 3igns, Greek letters, 
and 2 Near-intinite variety of type- 
faces. Stiraightness of aed has just 
lately ery | proved boy the use o€ 3 
ruled 2ine template placed beunesth 
the sheet on whith I'm wr iting. 


MUNIRY7 Y/N» Crvaing 


lasers 2c Read and agreed. Maybe 
Securty types ere a€Ird someone'|| 
rok 9 liquey stove with 2 tey phaser 
ahd itl] be aif they fovit. 


MAE REQ bey = 


Cdgevi4y Bwaiting the "GLOW IN| TH 
RK INDEX”, uy hether jt cs ind ex 

thot glows in the davk or an jndecof 

glow -in-Lhe- derk items. 


plat 
| BOLTS wey 2 eve ie 
rife with [ittle incidents to tell about, 

@ bettev to conviuce self ahd athers 
hot all is mot dulluess. 

C oth, Dayle, 
noted Sweetheart of Youvs Truly, got a ‘ 
vsed UW Squaveback shout three weeks 
290. We weut to the Dewer Ares SFAssa, 
meeting two weeks 240, and veturned thvauyh 
the [ndoe towy 6€ Longmont where the 
three main activities ave C1)'Dirragging vp 
Main Street (2) Dvinkin C8) Diraggin 
dowy Main Street. One Ye these pevsons 
evonched the cor, Much tun. Cop wld 
US ved lights soyt of attvact drunks, 
like flowers dvaw bees, and this... person... 
decided he needed tea cot across our 
right-of-way to be closer to the red 
lig ht on the for side. Cathy sags she's 


auheued, Sovehead. 

4 Als a, learned that the 
Dead Letber Brauch in San Francisco 
hes > navel way of deadling with marl 
on which an adarieee sores hos been 
affixed, The mail in question was my 
aprzine for Phoenix. Before they seat 
it bock me Cl'd iheluded the petury 
addvess) they tove it in half ahd put 
ib bod in the ewvelope. Let us hope 
this one docsa't get that. 


Bderh, b'Jeah, b'deah... 
THAT'S ALL, FOLKS! 


: Onward 20d 
upward! 
pm S-31-96 


Also 4!e¢ for 


TRANSPORTER TOPICS 5 


by 
R. E. Smith 
922 Belvoir Or. 
Frankfort, Ky. 40601 


(502) 223°2119 
(Can it be true? Has this incomparable composit of wit and wonder 


really compleated a whole year? You betcha! And as gs peccial treat , I 
personally will celebrate by keeping this contrib as short as possible. ) 


7 = eter one e eee eee ~~ = ues owe eo e008 ee-= 7 2° see awe 


PERSONAL STUFF 
Well, I'm still working. I better keep working, too. I just bought 
a VCR. Eight more people were dismissed from our division, but the word 
from the top is that that is all for Transportation. Oh, and I passed my code test. 


‘TETIEIISIIISISESESISESIISIRISESEIILOSISSLISI SSSI LS SLOS IES ESSAESSIOLE LEED BY 
TA-DAAA 


In honor of this auspicious occasion, I will now reveal the method 
behind the madness of my esoteric articles. I plan to be an amature writer, 
and one of my ideas involves a series of stories set in the same universe. 
The basic idea is that as men move outward from earth, first into the solar 
system and then the surrounding stars, they find that another terrestrial 
civilization has preceeded them. This was a society of Neanderthals, They 
terraformed Mars, and colonised earth-type planets for several hundred 
light years. Then, thier civilization collapsed. ds the series progresses, 
the truth about their predecessors,will be uncovered by the humans. : 

Ego-bribe time, Anyene who contributes to the project, either proof 
or disproof, will be mentioned in the series. Okay, here's the synopsis. 


Around a hundred thousand years ago, at the height of an ice age, 
a highly technological society of Neanderthals developed. They gained their 
knowledge slowly but surely, and advanced into the solar system. They built 
space habitats and terraformed Mars, and sent colonies out to the nearer 
stars by slowboat. Since nearly all of their cities were coastal, the oceans 
were important to them, and they genetically tampered with an existing 
species, dolphins, to create lifegaurds. After about a thousand years someone 
discovered a method of ftl travel. Plans to terraform Venus were abandoned, 
and they became a true starfaring race. Their expansion was rapid, for them. 
Over the next seven or eight thousand years they colonised most of the earth- 
type planets for several hundred light years. They encountered other intelli- 
gent species, none near their technical level. Aside from a few minor skirmi- 
shes, peace reiged. 

Then, after ten thousand years of civilization, they met an enemy. 
The Neanderthals were not prepared for war, but they were the offspring of 


a tough planet. After the first few losses they were able to hold their own,. 
Unfortunately, the enemy was very cunning and experienced. Seeing that 


sheer military might was not the answer, a plan was developed. Earth, its 
location long known, became the focus of attention. In a sudden, devastating 
move, the fleet gaurding Earth was wiped out. hen, assured of the time they 
needed, the enemy tampered with the climate, bringing the ice age to a sudden 
end, 

In some places the sea level rose hundereds of feet, innundating 
the ccastal cities. With the industries and government of Earth gone, the 
colonies fell, Earth, shrouded in its new belt of clouds, was ignored. 

The Neanderthals, however, lived on, both on their homeworld and 
in some colonies. Physically well-adapted to survival, they needed little 


civilization to survive, and thus created little. Occaisionally, a techno- 
logical society would arise, as it had before, but these were short-lived. 


Survival on Earth was aided by the fact that the cloud belt tended 
to keep ozone out of the lower atmosphere. Without this powerful oxidant 
aging was slowed in most organisms. 

But the enemy was not through. About fifty thousand years HP, they 
returned.They found the Earth inhabited by intelligent, potentially dangerous 
creatures, at the time non-technological, After deciding that physical force 
was impractical, and that changing the climate again would only be a stim- 
ulous, the enemy arrived at another plan. A tailored virus was released into 
the biosphere, designed to cause neotony in the Neanderthal offspring of the 
next generation. It would take centuries to work, but in the end the species 
would be extinct, . 

Unfortunately for the enemy, they were right, but not in the way they 
expected, Neanderthal died out, but some of their:offspring were viable. These 
survivors became Cro-Magnon. This less well-adapted heir was forced to 
develope better weapons and ways of living. Although weaker physically, and 
perhaps mentally as well ( Neanderthal having a slightly larger brain), they 
had a drive and agression that spread their seed over the whole planet. 

Of all the mamillian species, only rabits and bears were found in as many and 
as diverse climates. 

And then it happened again. About five or six thousand years EP, the 
enemy returned, and was aghast at what was found. True, the old enemy was 
dead, but in its place was something new, and unknown. Its population already 
numbering in the hundereds of millions, with magnificent cities and long, 
friutful lives, they could reach their neighboring planets and stars in only 
a few centuries. What's nore, this new species was inherently destructive. 
The ecology of vast areas had been disrupted in only the past thousand 
years. ( The Sahara was a forrest,before extensive lumbering turned it to 
desert, begining about 10,000 years ago.) 

They had to be destroyed. And this time the enemy would be thou- 
rough, A major planetary body was located, and its orbit disrupted. It would 
take years for the project to reach completion, but in the end Earth would 7 
be completely destroyed. 

Something went wrong, though. The body made a close pass, but did not 
impact. Still, the tidal effects had been enourmose, The cloud belt had 
precipitated out in a single, torrential rain, and earthquakes had caused 
aditional damage. With the loss of the ozone isolation layer, life spans 
of most species would be reduced dramatically. For the new species, exposed 
for the first time, it would be catastrophic. 

Human life spans dropped to around twenty or twenty-five years. 

Whole populations died out, unable to reproduce fast enough. The enemy left, 
irritated at their failure, but satisfied withthe results. Just to be on 
the safe side, it was decided to check again, say, in about ten thousand 


There's something strange going on here. In ApaTech #6 there are two 
con reports mentioning me that shouldn't. I haven't been to Wisconsin in 
years, and my only Chicago con so far was the last. Windycon. Hither my 
memory has taken a nose dive, or there is another Rod in GT. 
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The Questionable Singularity 


The difference between science and religion, Greg, is that science 
studies the rules of existence and religion studies why those rules were 
established. 


Touch Me, Heal Me 
My sister majored in Agra-Business, and says that the results of 


crossing dogs and wolves vary too much for generalities, 


? 


Yesterday's Meeting Will be Tomorrow Instead of Today 
Sorry, Bill, but Smallpox is not gone. Some fellow in Furope is 


reported to have it, and he just got back from Africa. Besides, with immune- 
Yesponse stimulants like Interferon you don't nees vaccinations. 

In response to your Ms, microfilm has a useful life of about 20 
years before it begins to deteriorate, The University of Kentucky main 
library keeps a master file, and makes prints for use from this. The photos 


were copied on our office Kodak machine, a marvelous device ( but don't 
tell Jeff D.). 


YaBITSS 


So, Mike, you'tre a climatologist. Another brain to pick! See offer 
above for more information, 


Radioactive Stuntman 

The technology of colonization is a special interest of mine, and 
I have a lot of comments on the subject. First, as Heinein pointed out, 
horses are made by horses, and require only hay and water in the way of raw 
materials, wheras tractors would need an enourmos- investment in time, skills 
and resources, Many small farms today are going back to horses, because 
they are more economical and dependable than tractors for some work, and 
their operational life is usually longer. A steel plow, or other similar 
farm tool, will.last for decades. With simple implements like these, a 
single blacksmith could keep a whole community's equipment repaired or 
replaced. This is pretty much the scheme our ancestors used. 

And there is mo reason to abandon sophisticated knowledge. There is 
a method, called intermediate or appropriate technology, which could be 
applied here, and which has been used already in such places as parts of 
rural India. The ground there is so hard that a team of oxen can plow only 
a single furrow at a time. Even a medium tractor can do little better, although 
a large one can operate fairly well; although this is very expensive, even : 
for the resources of a whole villiage. The problem is traction on the smooth, 
hard soil. The answer? gome university people got together and came up with 
a vehicle something like a garden tractor, which can be used to winch a 
plow through the ground on a cabel, once it has been braced with stakes. 

This method can plow a plot of land almost as fast as the large tractor, 
using only a fraction of the labor, metal and fuel. On a new planet, the 
gadget could run on alcohol, a fuel easily home brewed. Going one step 
further rowards simplicity, the engine could be steam, instead of internal 
combustion, making it within the skills of a good blacksmith. 

Instead of centralised factories and foundries, two or more groups 
could pool their resources to set up a small plant for iron and other metals. 
This is being done in China. The plant could be run for a few weeks a year 
as a community effort, during a time when other work is slack. Eventually, 
those who produce the best product would market it to other communities, 
trading for the food and clothing they no longer produce themselves. Thus, 
specialization is born. 


Smith's Corolla 
A snit is a humorous fantasy creature dreamed up by the folks at orp 


TSR hobbies for a game. One is pictured nearby. 
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Well, that's about it for now. Sorry about having an odd number of 


pages. More next time. Cb, ete ee 
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GALA FIRST ANNISH!!! It's not very hard for me to remember 
back just one year when Renee handed 
out fliers about something called apa-tech. She wasn't 
quite sure who I was, yet, when I picked one up at the 
Isher huckster table, and commented that an apa was a 
good idea, ((I'm still not sure that she has a good idea 
of who I am, but that's another problem...)) I never 
really thought techies were writers and I've been proven 
¥YY2ZKL wrong by the fine things I've seen in tHis apa for 
the first year. Perhaps the more conventional fanzine 
fans would find the topics discussed strange, but MYAr/ 
Ad/ thet /Adk/ADOKE/BLLnK1 ds /dd fda f/ so what. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY, APA-TECHY¥¢! 


IT AIN'T TYPESET I've been avoiding explaining about ny 
dissatisfaction & departure from Data- 
Logics for a while now, and I'm not going to change that 
now. Suffice to say, I am no longer employed by DL, and 
am therefore no longer running the largest techish copy 
centre in the midwest. I really miss the typeset software, 
even if it did all have silly names. ao : 

For those of you who are/were worries, I am happily 
settled at Bell & Howell Micrographics working on software 
for microfilm camera & projector control systems, There's 
lets of freedom to do “government work" and no shortage 
of parts, elther. I'll know more after I have some chance 
to look around, more. You may watch this space for details. 


This apazine is being typed on a Smith-Corona "Electra 
220" whteh belongs to Valli. I'm finally being paid back 
for all the computer time Y Datalogics gave her. It's 
a nice typer ((I promised not to badmouth it.)) but I miss 
the backspace+word key, which it.doesn't seem to have. 
Next ish will again be automated, I hope. 
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GRUMPYNESS While changing jobs & other worries were on 
my mind, it's possible that I accidently. 

said things to various techies with less than full intent, 

More plainly, I snapped at several people around WhatCon 

time, or so, because things were particularly hectio for 

me, TIT prIpNip MEAN IT, and hereby publicly appologise. 

I think you know who E mean. SORRY, BILL!!! 


MORB GRUMPYNESS Everyone who voted for the seven days 

grace pertod for apa-~tech contribs was 
wrong. I guess that's everyone except me, tho, so I submit 
under pressure. However, I recall that there were several 
Chicago techies who wanted to know why it took so long for 
issue #6 to arrive from the OE. I seems to me that the 
grace period has been mis-understood, so I therefore make 
the following PROPOSAL for the consideration of the mem- 
bership: 


roposed that the deadline for contributions 

to APAj~TECH be the first day of alternate months, 
and that a ten day grace period be allowed after 
the first of the month by the OE for receipt 

of delayed mail or procrastinators zones. The 
OE is directed to announce which conventions 

she expects to attend near the time of the next 
deadlin, so that members may save postage by 
delivering their contributions by had, however, 
the OE is NOT authorized to extend the grace 
period past the 10th day of the month even tho 
she has announced that apa-tech contributions 
will be accepted at a convention after the first 
day of the month, 


How about. that: is it stilted enough? It would be nice 
not tohave-to wait for an entire month for APA-TECH to 
arrive, (At least, I think so....)° 


HUGO's (an opinion) Well, it looks like PyroTechnics 

: isn! ¢ going to make it as a Hugo 
award winning fanzine this year. File 770 is one of the 
ones I get in the mail, and it's pretty good. Ask to 
see my copy. I have copies of Janus (that feminist sexist 
Zine you've read about me complaining about before), too 
if anyone want's to see it. I don't like to see the Hugo 
go to the semi-pro-zines again this year, I suppose even 
Janus is better as Hugo winner than Locus AGAIN, I'm 


voting for File 770 myself, if you just want someone to 


copy, but I'd rather let you read my zines and make up 
your own mind, 

Both Valli & I really liked Orson Scott Card's story 
"Tnaceampanied Sonata" which is up for Hugo also. Make 
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sure you don't miss it. It was in Omni and also in the 
DAW best of 1980 collection. "The Way of Cross and Dragon" 
by George BR.R, Martin is in the collection also, and is 
also very good, but I'm voting for "Unaccompanied Sonata" 
for sure, 


Quintessential Singularity That's a damm nice cover, I 

wish it were easier to comment 
on the things you've been doing. I don't have much to 
say beyond, "I enjoy it; keep up the good work." At some 
berserker soon, there will be an Apple, and I'll have a 
chance to see your animations. Sounds impressive, even 
unseen! 

Yousound like the job will work out just fine. Those 
seem like just about perfect hours... all you have-to do 
is make sure that your shifts don't overlap the cons you 
want to so to, and you have all the time free that you'd 
need. At least, I hope it's that good, . 

You'd better read Brave New World. I don't know 
what they ee - it on television (I don't watch tele- 
cision... at 1!), but there isn't any upbeat ending at 
all-to. tt, $4 / dad 40d Gd AMA ME /ELLT od Bdb1E LLL 

THEY (capital letters for extra-mysterious they) are 
still blowing up stars... all you've proved is that THEY 
are equally distributed with the stars. Next you'll be 
trying to convince us there there ain't no UFO's 


See Me, Feet:Me: I. der*t think you title change will change 
your image much... if you're lucky (?), 
it may change what we tell you about your image. You 
should be careful about believing strange men... you're 
all worried about what I said about your image, something 
which was mostly kidding. ((Only mostly, you say? Well....... 
Don't be nervous about your contrib to the apa. 
you're doing fine, in fact, we're all doing fine, 
I'm glad Valli's con reports mke sense to someone, 
I'm not going to start liking them, tho... they're still 
to garbled for me, 


He So Teay <8 Tomorrow Isn't there already a couple of 

computer hobby zines which come out 
on cassette or something... you run them and they display 
text & illo's as you describe. Does anyone get them or 
have any idea about their quality? 

You're right about 1950 being the future, This all 
fits in with the woman who's going around cons for some 
class project asking people about their fantasies. We 
got our wish... this IS the future. 


if 
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Sorry I can't offer you repor service again this ish. 
It was too good to be true, anyway... xerox isn't really 
fannish, 

I got my surplus originate-only accoustic coupler for 
$25, It jus needed a new fuse holder (was broken off) and 
tuning to work fine. That's probably the easiest way for 
the moment. Note the various modem plans in the latest 


Byte, tho. Those look cheap enough to build... the big 


problem is interface to the phone line. You et#her must 
connect illegally, buy an expensive DAA, or use-an accoustic 
type coupler. That means speakers & an amp, etc. which 
makes for more work. The Byte stuff sort-of ignored this 
issue, 

I didn't like Titan enough for a Hugo. I haven't 
decided about the novel yet. 

I think it's referred to around here as "rubber jelko" . 


KWIP At least it's not computer justified & so forth like 


everyone else, Welcome! You print very nicely. 
You've already got comments like "Buy a typer!" from some- 
one else, I'm sure, so I won't make any here just yet. 

I forgot about the sentient VW bug. That reminds me 
for some reason of Flubber & Son of Flubber which you may, 
if you wish to get insulting, consider as Disney's first 
attempts at sci-fi. Some will say that they were better 
than Black Hole, but I compromise at an EQUAL rating. 

You'd better not be like Gordon, We hardly ever see 
him, and he's always complaining about lousy work is. 
Downer. You write lots, hear? 


TRANSPORTER TOPICS The incedent you describe is the sort 

of thing that lead me to not give gut 
my birthyear, I'm still at an awkward age, whatever it 
is. Don't worry... I think late blommers just miss out 
on the bad parts (at least, it sounds like a good ration- 
alization.) 


Young & Abroad Must be nice tmxhave'a computer that works 
without having to do alot ov soldering 
first. I'm glad those Garb-tronics rams work... I bought 
some too, . 
Now TI has a voice board for the 9900 series, The 
main chip has 64 pins and sounds alot like Spean&Spell. 
Just a rumor.... 
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Radio Stuntman I'm not going to comment much on this 
stuff... I was there & it's mostly a 

history. The move was lots worse than you describe, 
We were all sad about it, tho. As far as I can tell, 
you're pretty well settled, and classes are interesting. 
I hope they remain that way. 

Practical colonization-- I'm not going to be able 
to start an arguement here, ((APA~TEC' needs arguements) ) 
But, I'm happy to sentence all the SCA types to un-mech- 
anized farming if they like the idea. I suspect the one 
hole in your discussion is the fact that the industries 
need an already established farming/labour support base, 
When a society is industrializing, this, of course, exists 
already, but when you drop society out of the sky, there 
isn't any way to feed the factory workers while you : 
make the first tractors, And you can't start too small... 
heavy manufacturing doesn't get effecient until it's 
large, So you need to ship canned goods to feed the 
workers with... the societies you've started by complaining 
about usually get designed with the assumption that space 
travel is costly. So it goes. R 


Dr. Gonzo's Awright, so you're trying to write in sentences 


just for me... but the review of Simon was 
rather excessively wordy. I suppose it's the typesetter 
that makes you write that way...! 
~The cover is pretty, but I can't relate; that's not 
a techie at all. A proto-techie, maybe, 


ETAOIN Corflu Bill... since you asked me about my large 

collectian of Jack Vance, I promised I'd 
make a recommendation: the Vance novel I remember most 
is the second of the "demon princes" novels called The 
Killing Machine, Vance has more ideas about different 
human cultures (he has few aliens) than anyone else I 
— think of. Maybe the plots aren't so much, but the 
ideas,,.! 

I suppose the power dogs method would work for heating 
water at Ishercon if the water could be made to conduct 
some, Unfortunately, I think you get Hydrogen & Oxygen 
if you use any method I caz think of... you need really 
low voltage, I guess, but a massive current thru the 
water... the overhead in producing it would make a new 
water heater cheaper & easier. 


Tales from the Charmed California isn't charmed at all, 

but I suppose what must be must 
be, or some such crap. We expect to see you here, anyway, 
even if you are no longer ai >und in person, 


Smith's Corona 6 
apa-tech #7 


The Two Shot wasn't my work,.. I happen to know ghat 
something like six people contributed to it. I did re-type 
it in its final form, but the committee even chose the 
illo that was to be used. GYAd/fdh/L1kdd/L¥/OK/¥DA/ALAAY YL 
Besides, fans are social inepts, at least according to 
fannish tradition, and aren't techies the penultemate fans? 


The Right to Carry Lasers ...probably doesn't exist, so 
we'd better be damn careful! 

Sure, I thnk the MiniCon committee overreacted tc a non- 

existant threat, but I'm afretd tirades won't help matters. 

I object to your description of lasers as ‘not much 
different than a red camera flash', You've generalized 
from one or two particular lasers, and it's not clear that 
what you say is true in all cases. GT members, individually 
and, if possible, in groups, are going to have to be 
careful not to produce a toy that turns out to be dangerous, 
T don't know which one of us is qualified to judge this; 

I know most of us aren't, 

As I've said before, and I think I said at the MiniCon 
GT meeting, the lasers & thetoy guns issues are two sep- 
erate issues, and should be treated as cuch, If you uelp 
confuse the two, both may end up being banned. ° 

((complete change of subject)) 

I think that leaving fandom just because of some 
difficulties with/regarding a certain young gentleman (7) 
would be silly. We'll still want to see you even if you're 
arguing with whomever, Now I've got it in writing. 


Bunny MuBetan I understand you fixec the electronic flu 

finally. Let us know how the printer is 
working for you, I've been thinking about what kind of 
hardcopy device I should have at home. 

TECO: it's true that you trade readability for speed 
and minimum keystrokes. No matter what editor you like, 
just remember that tf it were TECO, you could write a 
better one in it. AtileAst:one MIT document I saw describes 
TECO as an editor for itmplementing other editors in. 

You should definately read Gédel, Escher, Bach. You'll 
like it alot or hate it & not finish. 


Enough... I dm't kmow how I'll get this repro'd yet... 
Love to all.... there are lots of cons this summer to see 
everyone at. 

I expect to be at MidWestCon & Autoclave, Archon 
is a low maybe.... I don't know what will happen to the 
various berserkers, yet, but I'll be around if I can. 


LALLA LLL LL LALLA 
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Most of you know me. For those you don't — I was born 
on day 20,755 of this century, I stand .001152 miles tall, 
and I have a beard. You can't miss me. 

' But I missed you. I had the initial notice for APA- 
TECH taped to my wall for months, but never got around to 
writing anything. By the time I checked into it further, 
issue 4 was coming out. I read gome back issues that Mike 
Bentley and Alice Insley had, and decided to try my hand. 

I ain't no Greg Ruffa, but I knew that this job was datgerous 
when I took it. 

Did the first description of myself confuse you? Then 
have some more. I spent 4 years in Champaign—Urbana going 
to the University of Illinois as a computer science student. 
I helped found the Champaign—Urbana Science Fiction Association 
and was its "president" for 2 years. After graduating, I 
moved to Michigan and started working for Burroughs. We're 
number 2, but no one cares. Not a bad job, actually. It 
would be even better if they paid me... 

A plea for help. (Notice the non sequiters) I have this 
project that I expect to be working on for a great many years. 
And I'd like to borrow some ideas. How often have you 
remembered something about a book or story, but have been 
unable to remember what the title was, or who wrote it? ‘ 
It's happened to me lots of times. But I think that there is 
a way to find that story anyway ~ without doing an exhaustive 
search. I have long planned to create a large computer data 
base to keep track of my science fiction books and magazines 
(I have many). Why not devote something like 32 bits in 
each entry to answer 32 yes or no questions about the work 
in question? So, if you remembered anything about the story, 
you could enter a search pattern with a "yes", "no" or 
“who cares" about each question, and would receive a list of 
stories that fit the pattern. The more you remember, the 
smaller the list, of course. 

I don't own a computer. It may be several years hefore 
I do. But I could start on the data base now. After all, 
it will take lots of time to answer 32 questions for each of 
several thousand stories. So, all I need to start are the 
questions. Oh, I have the easy ones. But I'd love to hear 
your ideas. So far, I've come up with these ~ 

does the story occur in the future? 

does the story occur in the past? 

is there inter—~planetary space travel? 

is there inter-stellar space travel? 

is there faster than light travel? 

is there time travel? 

are there alternate universes? 

is there travel between alternate universes? 

do psychic powers occur? 

does magic occur? (a find line between these two) 


are there any aliens in the story? 

is there more than 1 alien race? 

are there any humans in the story? 

are there any intelligent computers? 

are extended lifetimes common? 

is this a post-war society? 

is this a repressive society? 

does the story take place only on Earth? 

does the action cover more than 1 planet? 

is there war during the story? 

is there a male protaganist? a female protaganist? 

This might not work as well for short stories, but it should 
be able to locate most novels. Of cousse, you could use this 
information to find stories on a given subject, ewen if you 
were not looking fora particular story. Beyond this point, I 
might have to study data base management. Got any questions? 

Recently, I was re-re~rereading "Ringworld" when I was 
struck by a comment made by Louis about Dyson spheres. He says 
that if your gravity generators fail, you would have a disaster 
as the air left in world-sized quantities. This does not sound 
like fun. I will now make the assumption that humans can live 
for extended periods in near-zero gee. Why have sgravity gener- 
ators? Build two shells, one about 100 miles larger in radius, 
and put the air and living space between them. Of course, they 
would have to be connected,, but the stresses involved should 
not be large. I suppose the inner shell would be transparent, 
for windows and for agriculture. Sure, you would always be 
"inside", but you would have room for endless miles of forest 
(wonder what low-gravity forest looks like?) with a ten mile 
high clear roof. I don't think that many people would feel 
"shut in". It would have about 1B 19 cubic miles of volume. 
Gravity would not be zero - there still is the sun. I don't 
have the equations handy, though. 

But will I live to see the "wonders" of the future? My 
grandmother has seen the world change from the first airplane 
to Mars landers. I hope to live as long as she has (one of the 
possible "wonders") but I doubt that I shall see the world 
change as much as she has. Let's face it. Major technoligical 
breakthroughs are no longer made by bicycle mechanics in their 
Spare time. Even after we know how to do something new, it 
can take years and billions of dollars to kik make it real. 

I can envision projects taking decades - centuries. 

Our tools might save us. Complex problems require 
complex tools, and we've gone beyond bicycle wrenches. It 
might take hundreds of years to build a Dyson sphere (but 
you could live in the completed portions!) but the design 
might have been done entirely inside a computer somewhere, 
down to the testing of the climate patterns, and the human 
engineering. And we could expect it to work the first time. 
We don't have tools like that - yet. 

Whatever happens, it will probably ve true that I will 
“live in interesting times". 


WAIT’ I had some more to say.... 


I forget exactly how the’ con- 
versation ran, but at Marcon, I 
told Bill Higgins that I‘d do a 
piece on organic superconductors 
(especially easy from my point of 
view because I did a seminar on it 
last year). As noted above, I‘ma 
chemist, not a physicist, so the 
physics herein is necessarily sim- 
plified so that I can understand 
it. The interested reader is wel- 
come to poke holes in it later. 

Everybody knows what supercon- 
ductivity is, right? Persistent 
currents--set up a current in a 
superconducting ring and it will 
flow indefinitely without decay- 
ing. (As John Campbell once said, 
that's a damn persistent current!) 
There's an extensive mathematical 
treatment of superconductivity, 
but for the purposes of this 
discussion, we can talk about it 
in qualitative terms. (Thank God! 


Have you ever looked in those 
articles in the Physical Review? 
Sheesh...) 

The BCS theory of super- 
conductivity (developed by odd 
coincidence by Bardeen, Cooper, 
ana Schrieffer) proposes that a 


flow in a superconducting 

causes small time- 

distortions of the 
material's crystal lattice. 
(Believe me, the mathematics is 
worse.) Breaking this down into 
English, the crystal jattice is 
composed of the positively charged 
metal atoms (positively charged 
because some of the electrons are 
mobile within the material). AS a 
current flows through the lattice, 
an atom will move slightly as the 
negatively charged electron passes 


current 
material 
dependent 


by. 

Now, as the atoms in the 
lattice move toward the passing 
electron, they create a small re- 
gion of enhanced positive charge. 


If there is another electron fol- 
lowing close behind the first one 
that passed through, its motion is 
facilitated by the positive 


“molecules 


charge. This causes the elec- 
trons to form pairs (Cooper pairs) 
in a superconducting material. 

Tf that was all there was to 
the problem, everything would be 
Superconducting at all tempera- 
tures. Unfortunately, there are a 
few other factors to be taken into 
account. 

One is thermal motion. The 
lattice-induced electron-electron 
interaction that leads to the 
formation of Cooper pairs is very 
weak. At any reasonable tempera- 
ture (from the point of view of 
you and me who prefer to be around 


293 K), thermal vibration is suf- 
ficient to disrupt the pairing 
effect. It's not until you get 
down around 20 K that thermal 


effects become small 
you to observe pairing. 
Ok, so what you want to do is 
to make the electron-electron 
interaction stronger. Sure. So 
you look at the mathematics of the 
situation. It turns out that the 
lower the mass of the lattice 
element, the greater the stabili- 
zation of the Cooper pairs. For- 
kunately, this makes sense quali- 
catively. The lower the mass of 
che lattice element, the further 
it} can move due to distortions 
introduced by a passing electron. 
The further it moves, the l-raer 
the positive charge that the 
second electron in the pair sees 
as it passes through, and thus the 
greater the stabilization energy. 


enough for 


So to increase this energy, 
people wondered about the 
possibility of using organic 


(big heavy goomers) to 
provide the lighter lattice ele- 
ments that they were looking for. 

Sounds flaky, right? It‘s 
not, but I'm going to have to wait 
until next issue to explain it, 
because I'm running out of space 
and time. (Need I tell you that 
this is being written on the Wed. 
before X-Con?) 

Hasty la vista... 


w 


» 


: Dr. Conzo's 
Eclectic — 


(c) CopyEtgnt 1980 by Valli M. Hoski .. 


Being ravings, mitcenings and other nonsensical 
observations on the state of chaos by the persona 
known to sometimes occupy 621 Hull Terrace, #1W, — 
Evanston IL 60202, or perhaps to answer the phone 


at (312) 492-1358, or may be found at cons of 
. no-repute, ill-repute, or techie-repute. 


These illustrious, dubious, incongruous ranblings are 


for the period of time known’ as. 


May/June’ 1980 


Which of course, by the. ‘time. this is ‘distributed and > 
digested in whatever fashion you may find interesting, 
it will’ be June.....but ‘then better old news than no. 


neWS.....OFr ‘fan news than old news?? 


‘Riso speaen aise 


Or, the Darth Vader Zero-Geé Polka!! Um, folks, well, 


for this issue of the Celluloid Kisses column, I am 
‘sorry to report that. 3¢¢¢ WdA¥d Z The Empire Strikes 


Back has had its Chicago debut without the illustrious. 
presence of yours truly. Obligations, duty, LK APALE 
BA my XLFF BY Urn Kroon kept’ me from opening night 


along with the other G, xg’ group which went. to the 


long-awaited event. nae So Doug, I bequeath. this one: to you. 


Announcing. ......2) 
: LLL 
SAAS 


V/11/ 

S1111 yeu ease: Vii, 
yy Semi-Pro Musica Why 
; unday, é 
oe: ae aes S 2 ALELE os, 

11S 
/// ..8t, Ita's Church. . If -- 
/// 5500 N. Broadway SL/ 


Chicago ~ 


/// /// 
MUU 


(Or, why ‘Lynne Aronson threatened my life if I missed 


the Wednesday night Semi-Pro rehearsal . on May 21, 


1980 2x28) 
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Or, if that announcement was too subtle for you, 


COME ONE! ! COME ALL! ! 
TO THE MOST SPLENDORIFEROUS EVENT YOU WILL HEAR!! 

CHICAGO SEMI-PRO MUSICA 

MUSICAL INVENTION .... 
After all, if everyone just leaves A-Con a little bit 
earlier than usual, you can hear some lusty, fannish even 
voices in their bi-annual musical extravaganza.... 
So, if you can leave Milwaukee by oh, 1:00 PM on Sunday 
afternoon (what is there to do in Milwaukee on Sunday 
afternoons??) and head down south on I-94/US-41 and watch 
our for blue blinkies on top of funny-looking cars 
while you're zipping along at 65 mph, well you can just 
cruise right into St. Ita's parking lot, trot yourself 
into the church, have a seat and be serenaded by some 
of the most outstanding, well, harmonious, well, um, er, 
at least fannish voices you will find in Chicago.... 


Well, we won't be singing Benson Arizona or Motie Engineers, 
but there is at least Mark Aronson's The Grand Canal! 


FAEAEEAAEEFAAEE EAE EE EEE EEE ET 
++ Con-Scanners' Corner ++ 
SS i i ie i ei i 


Minicon Well, just look for Dr. Gonzo's, pt. 1 earlier 
in this mailing. There you can find all the 
lewd, well, lascivious, well, at least interesting account 


of the goings-on. Hope you enjoy. 


MarCon Hm,,so this is MarCon?? Ah, springtime in 
Columbus, Ohio, indeed is lovely. Why are there 
more trees in bloom here than in Chicago?? Why does it 
all look so much more hospitably May?? What is this doing 
in a con report?? Ah well. Friday night was the usual 
arriving—-too-late-for-registration, and just finding what 
people had indeed come to the con besides me. But there 
seems to be an adequate turn-out of Gp folk to make this 
con perhaps more enjoyable than most. Saturday afternoon, 
thanks to Herb Johnson, I actually found a hat that T had 
been looking for since Wiscon. Thanks again, Herb. There 
is a nice little Chinese gocds store next to the donut shop 
on High St. than carries all sorts of interesting things 


from China if you are interested in that sort of thing. 
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“The lack of the Houghton crowd was sadly noted, but the 
presence of one Mr. Bill S. Higgins was soundly applauded. 
*Sigh* (Sometimes the presence of Gp at a con can make 
or break the weekend for me, but then that is for 
another telling....) But the presence of some 30. or 
40-0dd people at the ranquet held at a rather quaint 
inn in a-Columbus suburb (yes, even Columbus has ‘burbs) 
testifies to the drawing power (or perhaps sadistic . 
tendencies) which Gp has on fen. Dinner was quite nice 
with adequate fare, but the size of the affair meant 
that some conversations were never held, as how can I 
talk to 30 people all in 2 hours?? Earlier in the 
afternoon, Moopsball occurred much to the demise of 
some fen's bodies. But the Jacuzzi was very nice on 
Saturday night..... much larger than Chambanacon's, and 
more easily sociable.Even the Ghods spoke, as Jeff 
Duntemann was known to p¥4eBY¢ YAM’ eloquently 
deliver his contribution to a panel that same afternoon. 
Outside of Gp, the presence of some fen from the south-— 
eastern part of Michigan was duly enjoyed as it is nice 
to occasionally hear some conversation on topics other 
than Chicago or Thursday night or Chicago in '82 or 
other such topics....and then it is back on the road again 
to the familiar skyline and lake and reality....*Sigh*.... 


but Whatcon is only down the page..... 


Whatcon Four days of being surrounded by people that 
i have been waiting/wanting/conspiring to see 

for months .... ah, such is the bliss of fandom!! I even 

got to work Registration (registered two whole people) 

and almost got to work the movies!! On Friday it was 

a rather singular experience to arrive at the con before 

midnight. Seven pm and at a con already!! Why, what 

was I ever going to do with myself all evening long, 


since Chambana was almost right next door? Well, arr 


Twines 
a oe | 


at the third floor lobby soon found a solution to that 


bY SbY¢x phenomenon. TI was Abs ¢Sxddéd too slow in removing 
myself from Bill Leininger's temptation and found myself 
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baby-sitting an empty registration table while members 

of the con com went about their various frivolous duties. 
But not too long after I was YéAg¥dd rescued by Dick 

Smith who took over as chief ¢4x7Y¥ smiling greeter Axd 
LAKEX SE dxvédvyBAcKs banquet ticket huckster. Roving around 
the ¥7#Y¥d¢ halls I discovered that indeed Whatcon was going 
to fulfill all my expectations of it simply being a Gm 
beserker run for all of fandom. Various Ard gdxdyxy faces 
from Houghton made themselves known midst much hugging Ava 
DEVS PUMILE Add bld¥d OF rdrAXAANLA WenANLSx. I partied 

a bit but found myself indulging in my usual Friday night 
occupation, and didn't awake until Saturday morning, nine- 
thirty ayem. (All right you lewdie types, just ask most 
of the Chicago Gp folk what I usually do at parties around 
midnight or so, and you will know what I did Friday night! 
ZZZZZ2Z222Z in other words....) Saturday morning found me 
at registration once again and ¢¥7/ddYing wy eYMwibs engaging 
in conversation with the Honorary Gp Wardrobe Designer, 
Gretchen Van Dorn. ((TIME FOR A SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT: 
Gretchen does some of the nicest seamstress work I have 
ever known any of my friends to do. I am envious but 
HIGHLY RECOMMEND her sewing abilities, particularily in 
making some nice caftan and shirt designs. This does not 
mean I déXy¥ YiKE any of the other sewing masters in. 

Gp femme-techdom, but I wish to mention Gretchen's abilities 
here. Watch this space next ish' for a continuing series 
on the State of the Art in Stuffed Bandersnatchi....)) 
Onward....after talking a few trustworthy souls into 

going to the OTHER Pancake establishment in Chambana, 

a delightful breakfast was devoured by a most appreciative 
audience at the Original Pankcake House (remember that 


name for the next Chambanacon breakfast expedition!!) Saturday 
afternoon found me wandering around, sheepishly asking 

Larry Niven (I haven't even mentioned the ProGoH until now... 
what kind of con report is this anyway??) to sign my paltry 
paperbacks and ¢¢¥iAg xox ¥SD LSSK AIKE A AAs appreciating 

this hallowed author from a distance, I wandered off to 


get ready for the $10.75 banquet which Bill Higgins had 


ks 


but managing in unusual style, G 
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-my captive ~¢¢K¢¥KSSK attention as to his Absent GoH speech. 


Surprisingly, the rubber chicken didn't bounce off the 
floor and the peas didn't hide under the biscuits. As far 
as banquets go, the food was, well, better than most. 

But the persons sitting at the head table stole-the show. 
Bill did his admirable toast-mastering in his undeniable 
style, Doug Rice kept within his talent media, and Larry 
Niven described a con that we all wish we could go into 
stasis for. (Thanks Chris, for the use of your Mars/Staedt- 
ler instrument, without which there would have been no 

con plate Add BY¢K WoNYA KANE wesn WiegérxAwIZ) Off to the 
Art Auction, where I had my heart set for the first time 

in my fannish life on TWO PIECES OF ART!! After losing 

out on the bid for one to AN EXTREMELY WEALTHY C.S. PERSON, 
I left and hid, leaving Dick instructions on my bidding 
limit for a Steve Johnson Cibachrome. Well, with a little 
help from that friend, I have actually obtained a print 
that I wanted dearly. And I hope that the Hokagon is 
happy....and so is Rinkworld....The parties on Saturday 
night were enhanced by my presence (he-he) which was 
surprisimly awake instead of snoring....And the Gp 
filk-singing it appears was enjoyed by pros and neos 
alike....*Sigh* nothing warms my heart like the p4¥/dF 4K MKS 
¢¢ddxxnAdg renditions of Benson Arizona that only techies 

can sing. Um, um, I just remembered that breakfast that 

I supposedly had on Saturday morning was actually on 

Sunday morning....so please insert it here...... 

On later Saturday night/Sunday morning several invigorating 
and stimulating discussions were held with the hotel 
personnel and suffice to say, forementioned parties were 
made instant converts to fandom. But back to Sunday. 
Somehow the dismantling of a-con can have about all the 
charm and grace of a day spent too long at the fair, 

7 managed not only to 
have the dead dog party on Sunday but on Monday and Monday 
night as well. Good spirits and good friends do not depart 
easily so a few of the hardier souls YAY¢Kk¢d stayed at the 


hotel in celebration of Monday-off and partied on in usual 
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’ usual style, enhamed by the ever-popular Mr. William 
Skiffington Higgins and his ukelele. Onward....onward 
to Monday morning, packing of suitcases and driving 
through the great wide plains of Illinois back to 
Chicago....and another dead dog party. or another 
dead fen party as the case may be....another session 
of hugs and back-rubs and oh-my—gosh-I-haven't-seen-you- 
in-so-long-for-only-2-hours-ago....a truly comfortable 
feeling of being among people that I care about and 
don't need be afraid of. Even the GoH seemed to 
discover the remarkable attributes of Gp» femme tech 
and techies in general. I must bid this con good-bye 
with fond memories that only match NASFiC and Chambanacon 
in affection. Hug you all at X-Con. 


HHHHHHAHHHRHRHRHHHHRRRRHRHE RRS 
HHHHH Celluloid Kisses #### 
HHHPHRHAHHHHARRRHHHH ERR HERR RS 


The Empire Strikes Back, or Darth Vader Tells All!! 


Sex!! Crime!! Passion!! Suspense!! Cheap Thrills}! 

For this, Gp has lured me off on Sunday afternoon of 
WhatCon? Sure,why not, what else is there to do anyway? 
Well, here I am in line with this other bunch of 2dr 

Waves £X(P?xde fine fen and finally seeing this movie only 
four days behind everyone else. But inside this group 

of around 15-25 fine fen serenades the other moviegoers 
with some fine renditions of Benson Arizona with the 
indubitable Mr. Bill Higgins accompanying on his infamous 
ueklele. And that was only the beginning!! The rest of 
the Adzv¥¢ unknowing audience was subjected to very vocal 
commentary about the State of the Art in Super Effects and 
etcetera during the course of the film, provided free-of~ 
‘charge by several Gp. And a resounding climactic opinion 
given to one~and-all wh¢rndr you vdri¥dd L¥ SOx APS¥ by Dick 
Smith. And I was looking for the final reél of movie which 
I was sure they lost at the airport in shippage. What, huh, 
oh that was the end of the film? Um, er, if you say So.... 
but I will wait for the next one before I comment on Empire's 
plot. I have to, or else I will laud Star Wars to heaven 
about its fine vignettes (ala the alien bar scene) and 
overall cohesiveness. And that would start another endless 
discussion of SW vr. TESB and everything that could be said 
about that already was at Whatcon Sunday night and at Larry's 
Dead Dog on Monday night. So there. 
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*k*k* Mailing Comments ***** 


Or, you can stop holding your breath and 


Took for your name below...ccccccccccces 
Quintessential Greg, you succeeded in telling me a Lot 
Singularity of everything I've every wanted to know 

about stars but...... good luck with WU.// 


Re: the VTR intéréace for an Apple, well, my local consultant 
for Bell & Howell (they're marketing a dastardized verson 
with the Apple people of a special Apple) recommends the use 
of a straight coaxial output from the video out socket on 

a color video monitor. RF output apparently doesn't work 
so well. Currently I haven't tried the monitor trick as 

I don't have an Apple to play/work with here at National 
College And WSpAFUXLY sdonh Udy Won/¢ P¥ex WANs wd BUY LKAL 
id AKADSEVS?Y gS¥dgxy¥. That is all I know so far.// 

Re: Niven's Known Space works, well, I just had the author 
autograph a bunch of paperbacks for me at Whatcon, so I 
guess I will finish reading the lot of them. So far my 
list of already-read looks like: 

Ringworld ¢# ¢dvdyvsKé, Gift from Earth, um, um, Tales of 
Known Space, World of Ptaavs, Protector, and Ringworld 
Engineers (library copy since too cheap to buy it yet), 

The Mote in God's Eye, Lucifer's Hammer.// 

I have just begun Piers Anthony's Cluster/Kirlian trilogy. 
I was impressed enough with the lst book--Cluster--which 
managed to convey the physical/emotional/psychological 
changes which must occur when homo sapiens suddenly finds 
him/her/itself occupying a total alien life form. I have 
to see if the rest of the series lends itself to quality. 


See Me Donna, it was good to still see you in Apa- 
Feel Me Tech! The only thing closely resembling a 
zine is other zines!! I had my first intro- 


duction to apas through the same friend that introduced 

me to s.f. fandom, and I think the only way to try and 
understand, let alone comprehend, zines or apas is just 

to read them and see how individual styles between dif- 
ferent personalities is conveyed through the appearance 

and narrative style. For example, I can tell a Dick 

Smith zine a mile away, even if it was just dittoed. 

He writes just like he talks!! And I have been commented 
to about my endless .......... dribbling all over my 

con reports and my endless sentences. So there. Try 
taking a look at some other fanzines sometime and you 
might be interested in how they look and read. And of 
course, there is always Janus, which has got to be one 

of the prettier ones around, although-some people drgu¢: 
‘discuss animatedly the value of its content. If you'd 
like to see one sometime, just ask.// 

Re: looking at things optimistically. Yea, it sure helps, 
as I am trying to swim upstream right now, and trying to 
keep a good outlook on things, but its getting kind of 
rough....but just keep coming to Thursdays and we'll all help. 
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Yesterday's Sigh, I would love to be able to become a 


Tomorrow's member of an electronic APA, but first can 
today I get an Apple?? What, is that a roaring 


from the audience I hear?? If you will 
kindly pass this hat, all contributions will be cheerfully 
acknowledged and .1K of memory will be named after each 
donor. Seriously, a most interesting column, er, section, 
Bill. After PLATO though, everything else seems so small 
and inefficient. Yes, I know PLATO costs a lot of big $$, 
but that was perhaps the one system designed to indeed 
handle large blocks of text, efficiently; expensively, 
yes, but it does the job. I find that educators/training 
personnel who look fondly at the price tags of micros, 
but have visions of PLATO file-handling capacities in their 
minds are often sadly disillusioned. Of course, you and I 
know that a tiny 8K machine cannot do much other than dribble 
at the keys, but a lot of people out there think that 
everything they've ever seen from IBM is now available for 
$495. Hm, mebbe for $1500, it might be, but not $495. 
Anyway, the reason for this: spiel, is that note-files and 
apa-~files are nice, and for most APAs, the idea of contribs 
and mailings being handled on diskette is most intriguing, 
but then the problems of incompatibility could be enormous. 
A complete software package available to each APA member, 
with adaptions for everyone's own micro would. also indeed 
be nice. But what about the ambitious person who made 
their own version of homebrew TRAPPLEPETs? What about the 
adaptations of software for that type of system?? Argh, 
nightmares floating through my mind of indescipherable 
code!! Anyway, most interesting section to read!!// 
Re: 1980 is upon us....yes, it is only 4 years to a best- 
selling year, isn't it? Ever think of it from a child's 
viewpoint? How would you like to be born in 1984? or 
how would you like to have a child in 19847? That is some- 
thing interesting which has crossed my mind when thinking 
of child-rearing, etc. How could I have a child in the 
year when all superstitions say that society is going to 
collapse? But then some of us are having doubts about the 
ability of society to survive intact through 1983, let alone 
1984. Enough said.// 
Re: Mushroom Planet. I just finished Mr. Bass' Planetoid 
and did enjoy it. I found that my local school library 
has the entire collection, so I am working my way through 


the rest of the series too. Good point was made at the Thursday 


night at Dick's though, how does’ one go about obtaining/ 

buying copies of the books if one doesn't want the library 
editions? I haven't seen them in hardcover let alone paper, 

have you? “Have you read Disturbing the Universe yet? Excel- 
lent, but contains more than can just be casually read 

through, such as philosophical/moral issue stands and discussions. 
One of these days G_ will just have to try and talk it 

all out. But excellent book nonetheless. 
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KWIP I thoroughly enjoyed your zine, a truly individual 
#1 approach!! I also had the pY¢Aésxx¢ visual delight 
in seeing your zine in Slanapa (courtesy of Dick 
| Sees ie Kédos ehrédrening. AD¥ ¥S XA¥ Wd rddd Us Zirids Ady- 
I found myself wandering around the state of Colorado in 
mid-April, just after I got ApaTech 6. Kicked myself upon 
return to Chicago for not calling, as I passed through 
Boulder on my travels. *Sigh* Oh well. I think Denver 
is one of the less attractive cities that I have ever seen, 
although the Hilton should do an adequate job on Denvention. 
It wasn't until I got out of that city, and headed west 
and north that I saw what I had thought Colorado would be-- 
fantastic mountains. Went through the Eisenhower Tunnel 
and then back across the Loveland Pass just to go over the 
tunnel. Also went through Estes Park and as far as the 
roads were open through Rocky Mountain Nat'l] Park. I won't 
attempt to describe the country as you should be well 
acquainted with it, and it has been sung about enough. But 
Leadville was a strange little town, with a decent local 
restaurant but some strange looking cowboy fellows in the 
bar. I paid my bill and left in a hurry. I will leave 
Colorado and the mountains to all the West buffs (you know 
them, the-only—-heaven-—on-earth-is-—in-the-Rockies-crowd) , 
if they will leave the Green and White mountains and New 
England to me.// 
Didn't mean to grumble much about my family's present-giving 
habits at Christmas. It was just that I ODed on home-love- 
and-apple-pie after 1 week, and got tired of the whole 
Christmas rush experience. On the whole, I always am at 
home for Christmas as I need to be with my family/relatives 
to remember that there are some things which endure year 
after year. I wouldn't miss it for a week-long Ishercon. 
-But after 1 week it can get stifling. But I still love them all. 


Transporter What are those little drawings that livened 

Topics up TT#4? Are they hand-drawn or from a let- 
tering set or what? // 

Re: late bloomer. I always seem to feel 2-3 years behind 

my actual chronological age. Or, when I was 18 I felt 16, 

and at 23 I felt mebbe 19, and at 25 I felt 23, and at 26, 

I am well, ambiguous. Still as insecure as at 19, but less 

tolerant than at 21, or mebbe just less naive.// 

Re: music. See note about Chicago Semi-Pro Musica at 

the beginning of this fZri¢ pié¢¢ o£ Ai¥dxAxAYA zine. 

I. sing in/with it because I like to think that I can do more 

with my voice, other than just make noise and say nonsense. 

Now, as to whether the rest of the world agrees with me, well, 

that is another matter entirely. I think that Jimi Hendrix’ 

Are You Experienced must be kept as an example of music in 

1968-70 at its State of the Art. 
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Young and Any .comments on the Apple yet? Hm, that buy- 
Abroad it-at-16K and upgrade-it-to-48kK-on—your-—own 

: trick seems to be common among Gr Z woxddée MKY? 
I was seriously thnking about gettng one of the little 
Agridv¥dyd delightful creatures for my own, but I haven't been 
frugal enough to manage the $$. Problem is that I want one 
of my own so that I can poke at the CPU and figger out what 
the phooey the big. monsters that I f#¢édy¥éd cussed at all 
these years really are. BUT I am not and never have been a 
CS major/jock whatever, so I would probably poke something 
wrong and have the whole thing blow up in my face. Anyway, 
enjoy yours!! //Sans for the stereo. More details on the 
technical make-up of it please. 


Radio Is this zine coherent enough for you, Doug? 
Stuntman It's not type-set, but at least the typing 
should be legible. Good description of the 
moving party though. Wasn't it good to see your couch 
un-up-ended at Thursday night at Dick's? Td Apt. WAS SLLTYX 
pitAcnidusly be Mx CXddnk MUSAGKLS 
Re: agragrian society, or getting-back-to-the-good-old-days. 
I personally would not survive for very long in a totally 
agragrian society without some drastic adaptive behavior 
changes. But I do not regard camping as an atrocity, 
just as a reminder that we don't have electricty all of 
the time, and yes, we do have to co-exist even with those 
pidddgheKkérd flies. And you can never really see all the 
stars anywhere where there are electric lights and tele- 
vision sets. Gads, but I detest mobile-home-size campers. 
You might as well camp-out in the parking lot of a shopping 
mall for the electrical power and sewage outlets that those 
travelling Winnebagles require. But it was nice when they 
invented insect repellant.//So if you don't love camping, 
just try and remember how to light a fire without a Bic 
lighter, ok? 


Smith's All right, so you showed me how to use the type- 

Corona setter and see where it got you? Me hanging all 
over you at DL, but that is another story. And 

yes, see I can actually write a whole sentence!! Isn't that 

amazing?? But my style has its admirers.... 

Re: ‘reading Hal Clement's stuff. Hmph, find me a techie 

(other than you) who rants about Clement and I will read 

and discuss. 

Re yr ct me: hope you're happy. You look it sometimes. 

Enough said. 
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Quality Inn Bravo!! Best con report written from a col- 

Rug Heist lective conscious in this apa!! More, more, 
and does anything INTERESTING happen?? 

Or is it just boring because all techies wrote it and we 

all know that techies have no....#K4¢x¥é L¢ ¥KE DOLL GAL OLY 

LEZAL AMSA ¥S ¥NAY AVAAMK dn ¥KLS LAK! 


Etaoin What is this?? No bandersntach in ApaTech 6? 
Corflu Have you sworn them off? But your cartoons 
‘are always endearing...-hinthint, bribebribe, 
would you do some illos for WindyApa (if it ever gets started?) // 
Sheesh, some Gp members sure are ademant about Van Vogt's 
being worthless. Well, at least Isher came from somewhere. 
Sorry that I coudn't make the expedition to Houghton, 
but all sorts of other duties d¢édpi¢Abile) *Yvizrgs made it impossible 
for me to get away. *Sigh* Mebbe someday....When is 
there going to be a Beserker in west ‘burbia this summer? 


Eye Doug, I refuse to write or comment twice to you 
Tracks this ish, so you'll just have to take it on 
faith that I read it. But I did have fun at 
HoosierCon and I am glad that you and Gretchen made it. 
Grrrr, grrrr, I am still sad at the loss of the zeppelin 
but that is another story which doesn't bear repeating 
here....and the Hokagan made a respectable showing, anyway.// 
Re: marriage attitudes. I find this interesting myself 
because every time I think of toying with the idea of 
"will I ever live with someone again?" (the last time it 
was two years long) I have to answer myself also asking 
"do I want to risk it again or is it time for me to be 
thinking of just settling down and getting married" with 
"I just don't want to risk divorce" and all sorts of other 
vagaries. And then of course as I am in my child-bearing 
prime years, I am also having to answer my inner questions 
about when/how/if/do I want to have children and then the 
biological question of how long do I wait/and who will be the 
other person be? (Don't be scandalized; I will be married 
first, but that raises the marriage question agian and I go 
around in circles for days with those questions.) And no, 
I don't find fandom particularily anti-marriage, but the 
question is is how a relationship between strongly fannish 
and strongly mundane types can survive. I mean fandom is 
not just exactly going out to the bowling league once or 
twice a week. So how can relationships survive if people 
aren't both fannish or mundane? IS fandom as bad as religion 
when it comes to "mixed" marriages?// 
Re: my zine readability. Have the last few been any 
better? Now, you have no excuse for short mcs! 
Re: STtM. Well, it was a TV episode blown up to 2 hours. 
I have refrained from reviewing Empire so far in this 
sih as everyone has talked it over 10000005" times at 
Whatcon but perhaps in the next mailing....or should we let 
dead dogs party instead? 


Dr. Gonzo's....12 


Tales from Keith it was good to see you in a much 
the Charmed Sea - better state of mind lately and in this 
ish. It really hurt to see you feeling 
so out, and don't you dare apologize for it. Just hope that 
you realize that there are people in Chicago who care a lot 
and you simply brought that out in us. Suffice to say that 
well if you have to go to California, um, er, go but you 
will be sadly missed. And that is all that I will say. 
Re: your velour. How can anyone stroke velour ina 


zine? Enough said. And your velour will be sadly missed too. 

I have got to stop this..... 

Right to Carry Quite a statement, Mary Lynn. Problem is 

Lasers AS L¥A AXWd¥s Bese is education of the 
masses, fannish or otherwise. But Gp is 

the logical, sane agency to do it as best we can. Pat 


me on the back when I build my first blinkie,ok? Thanks for 
your help at Whatcon. You and Trembley give me hope that 

I will understand circuit stuff yet. // Hopefully see you 
again in ApaTech 7. 


Bunny's Mike, well, do you know who I am now? 

MuBetan _ After Whatcon, I am tired of having discussions 
about security. But now maybe you'll know 

my fac.e It's easy to tell which one you are. Exactly 

why I am not sure. But at least I always recognize your 

zine!!// And it all isn't your fault! 


kkk K KkkKK 


Six and 4 pages of mailing comments?? What did I do, actually 
read ApaTech 6? Well, hope that that makes most of you 
members feel appreciated, and happy anniversary!! 


kKkkRkK kkk 


OttCon On Saturday, May 31, some members of Gr had the 
a@4bigv¢ pleasure of attending Chuck Ott's moving 
in-and-out party. Seriously, Chuck has a rather 

unique dwelling place, with a distinctive staircase and floor 

in the lofty ddr ¢¢gusYX second story. Ask me about it sometime. 

But what eveolved at the party, was a small Gp filksing led 

by the renowned Bill & Barry show. (We were honored by the 

presence of both Niki Ballard and Barry Gehm in Ghrago that 

weekend). Groans were heard to emanating occasionally from 

the following gathered around Bill & Barry at their outrageous 

~Mxg outbursts of wisdom, but a generally raucous and delightful 

evening was had by all. Why bring this up at all even? Well, 

I had this peculiar reaction watching everyone sitting and 

Singing and being so damn lovable, and folks it is as simple as, 


for those of you that I know in Chicago and environs--I like 


you all, lots!! and love your company......seese+ yar. 


colophoncolophoncolophoncolophoncolophoncolophoncolophoncolophon 
fe) Apa-Tech(T); Sin ularity(4); Steve Johnson(?); who until ic 
a recently gAJd/?MSKX? inhabited Bell Labs; now at OSU deptio 
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° of Anesthesiolog eat your heart out, Alex 
phoncolophoncolophoncolophoncolophoncolophoncolophoncolophoncolo 


(voices in the distance mutter "Where's his Diable Terminal Now?") 


Well, here I am back on the old Smith-Corona; the Unix text- 
editing system, among other things, forsaken in an impulsive 
and well-meditated switch from Corporate American Research 
back to the warmth and comfort of Academia. 


I guess I went to Bell Labs with expectations only a smidge 
lower than the sky - as inevitably happens, they weren't ful- 
filled. I got the itch last November when everyone but yours 
truly left for Christmas vacation leaving your author roaming 
the deserted halls of Columbus Works in search of interesting 
things to stick my nose into which, Aggravation mounted when, 
in Januarym after everyone returned, still nothing was done on 
a project which had mountains of work to do and only long- 
range deadlines to meet. 


February brought a little consulting and little but thrashing 
(in the OS)sense of the word) at work, Running out of parts 
one Saturday afternoon caused Jerry (Hansell) & I to visit his 
lab in search of said parts, Ingvar (the coordinating engineer 
(for want of a better term)) made me an offer I couldn't refuse, 
so here I am designing with Jerry a monitoring system for the 
Anesthesia Dept. 


I empathize with your soul-searching, Keigh...I did a little 
myself in February and March before I could justify the move. 
Not the least of the process was resolving the disparity between 
expectations and outcomes, Right now I'm working day-to-day 

and just seeing what the future brings, Neédless to say, I am 
still able to make car payments (an understatement). 


Those of you at Marcon undoubtedly heard me complain bitterly 
eabcout not finishing a robot on time for the convention. I had 
hoped to run the thing on the approximate third anniversary of 
coe's premier, An entirely new data transmission system and 
Z-80 - besed controller ere among the technological changes; a 
Lexan shell and acrylic dome among the cosmetic, See upcoming * 
issues of Pyrotechnics for schematics & other info, and look 
at the adffor the ultrasonic ranger design kit later this ish, 
I'd like to get one to keep the robot from hitting walls, kids, 
people's ankles, etc, but would rather not spend $125, thank 
you very much, The inventor at Folaroid seems for some reason 
reluctant to bestow one upon me gratis (drat!) 


fi 


I think I'll succumb to the temptation to tell you e little 
apout the new robot transmission System anyway. Skip ahead 
if you must, but I'm proud of this... 


The fundamental problem with the old touch-tone'®? system 

was that seven (count ‘em, folks, Seven) tone-decoders each 
had to be tuned to the correct frequency relatively frequently 
(depending on temperature changes and the ministretions ofa 
certain Robert @. Halloran). This, combined with the slow 
settling time and fast drop-out time of the tone-decoder 
circuit I used, encouraged me to look around seriously for 


a viatle alternative, 


About a year or so ago I ordered a couple of the little modem 
boards from Electronic Systems that Alex said didn't work very 
well, They were cheap/attractive, and I was able to make them 
werk first time I tried(always a good sign), They sat on my 
bench a year during Master's Thesis, starting to work at Bell, 
and finally were heuvled out, dusted off, and re~tuned (see below) 
a couple weeks eso. A UART, a crystal oscillator, a couple 
Counter ICs, ana 2n FM microphone from Radio Shack made the mix 
complete, The cecillator and counters provided the 4800 Hz for 
the lant, and the modem schematics provided the FSK encoder, 
Audio output from CMOS inverters driven linearly went into the 
mic to come out between WOSU and WXRT around 90,5 MHz. Using 
isTTL parts, the whole mess draws 72 mA at 9 vdc, with a range 
of 50 feet indoors, The receiver is an FM table radio stripped 
of such non-essentials as a volume control, AM antenna (and as 
much of the AM section I could easily remove without altering 
FK reception), etc, and fortunately runs very nicely off of 

12 vac. The FSK decoder, also copied from the little modem 
board, is comprised of one IC, six resistors, six caps, and 

one lonely little pot. With no trouble at all the system 
transmits 30 bytes of data per second, and (Coincidentally?) 
uses tne frequencies of a phone-type modem, so conceivable any 


computer could control the robot if hooked up to an FM transmitter, 
_. Now to set two-way communication established... 


riicularly nice thing about the transmitter and receiver 
% they have only one pot each, and each circuit 


<f you buy the Radio Shack FM wireless mic that I used, remove 
the tuning slug from the inductor..,it fixés the transmitted 
frequency at about 104.3 MHz, but also boosts the trans, 

signal power by quite a bit (all right you radio wizards, why?) 


ERE RRR REE EERE HEHEHE K EERE RE EHEH HEHEHE H KRKERKEEKHRENREH 
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* 
THIS SPACE FOR RENT * 
* % 
* * 
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One of the benefits of the new job can be seen above, This 

was output on the Rif LOW resolution Graphics display on the 

system - a mere 512x512 points, either on a screen or, in this 

case, on the thermal printer, The HP 9845 » & mere bagatelle 

as far as desktop computers G0, can be programmed in BASIC 

{either that or shut it off & walk away). Two 16-bit processors : 
handle computation and 1/0 independently. Ask me for a demon~ 
stration the next time you're in Columbus., 


Well, I'm off to address wedding invitations and do more of the 
Zillions of details necessary to prepare for the wedding, 
Next time, peoples..... 


we 


LASERGRAM #1 


a zine for AFATech # 7 by David D. Levine 4210 li. Farwell Av., Shore- 
wood, WI, 53211, (414) 962-4719. Hello. 


Gosh, here I am in the wide wonderful world of AFATech...what 
am I going to say? 1 suppose I should begin with a little biodata. 
I was conceived in Syracuse, NY, born in Minneapolis, MN, spent 
Six years there but moved out before the permafrost reached my 
brain, lived in Milwaukee,WI until last year, when I went off 
to Washington University in St. Louis, but I'm back in Milwaukee 
until the summer is over. Arentt fen mobile? My First Contact 
with fandom came at X-con '77 and I've been addicted ever since. 

I first came in contact with GT at Windycon 4 but didn't get 
around to sending in my stamps until about three cons later. I've 
always been intrigued by gadgetsand I've been able to wire a 555 
from memory since 9th grade. Obviously, I never did learn how to 
type properly, but I manage better when I'm not in a hurry (this 
is Thursday when this zine is due X-con Friday). Enough of 
excuses, back to reality (or some semblance thereof). Since 
joining GT I have compiled an Index to the Fyro which I am 

still waiting for Jeff Duntemann to publish, for he said "Oh, 
let's put it in the Techie Handbook! I'll have the Handbook 
ready as soon as I get my text processor together." As we all 
know, he's gone through two text processors since and is now look- 
ing for another one. The last time I spoke to him he said that 

it was August for sure. I have a question for all you masochists 
who've read this far: should I index cartoons? I haven't so far 
but it wouldn't be more than a few hours work to put them in. 

I am also the proud owner of three Isers, one of which will 
be.leaving me soon for better employment with an artist friend. 

Is it necessary to maké a major scientific breakthrough 
each issue? I'm afraid I'm more on the tinkering end of things. 
Presumably I'll know a bit more theory after more schooling, 
but now-I'm not up to that sort of thing. Since I dontt think I 
can afford to repro more than a few pages, I'd better start with 
the mailing comments. Compared with APA:DAVID, the other APA 
I'm in, this thing is HUGE! 


COVER: Very Nice! does “PSs stand for General Technics 
Survey Ship? Do you think we'll be up to that by 2100? We can't 
even get a mass-driver together today. Unfortunately my copy got 
wet somewhere in transit and some of the colors ran. 


555 TIMES: One thing I must comment on is that when using 
funny typewheels you must be careful that all the odd characters 
are what you expect them to be. Did you notice that you have 
a British pound sign where # should be, a_vertical line instead 
of !, but I do see that you knew you diatathave a ¢ sign. 

Is the problem that you ran the mimeo master through the printer 
and didn't have another when you noticed the errors? By the way, 
where did you get a text processor that handles o¢s¢eniitiés 
croosouts like that? 

Ch, happy birthday. 


QUINTESSENTIAL SINGULARITY: Gad, what a zine! This thing 


could stand alone as a fanzine. (it's thick enough to stand up 
alone, anyway!) 


Fage the second 


Congratulations on getting such a fine job. Most of the 
people I know are trapped in mundane jobs and 1 hope to avoid 
that when L finally enter the job market (this summer I'm working 
at a theatre for practically no pay: I don't really consider that 
a job). Youtre moving into a Village? What is your number? 

I know what you mean about Saturn % and the Starlog inter- 
view: I had decided not to go until I read the interview. It's 
clear that many of the nice ideas he talked about simply didn't 
come through. There was a concept which seemed interesting 
on paper, which was that Adam and Alex had "antiques" from the late 
20th century in their quarters, but on film these items just looked 
anachronistic (not even creatively anachronistic!). Barry's designs 
were the best part of the film and they were spoiled by being poorly 
dressed. The special effects were pure crap, inexcuseable in 
a film of this budget. For me good effects can save an otherwise 
poor film (Star Trek -— the Motion Sickness was an exception to 
this rule since the effects were badly misused within the film). 
for this reason I thought The Black Hole was better than Saturn 3. 
Only the infamous “heaven and hell" sequence (aside from some 
incredible technical bloopers) kept TBH from being really good.’ 

I'm sorry you've put the kibosh on starbows. Have you ever 
seen Ctein's painting of a forward view from a ramscoop ship? 

He produced the starbow in it from a computer program, too, and 
it was extremely mild: not a full-color extravaganza, but the 
stars were in an arc: near the center and edges of the view 
they'd been shifted to invisibility. 

Not having read Trouble in Aguila, I don't understand the 
next few pages. Is it a novella or what? Where can I find it? 

Re your CT Mu-Betan: the problem with Saturn in Saturn 3 
was that it was 1) pink and_2) flat. Ich. 

Re your CT Off The Top Of My Head: have you ésneiderea 


" sticking colored map pins into cork-backed black velvet for 


your animated starflight? If you were to paint them with a 
tiny dot of Dayglo paint and film them under black light the 
effect would be quite nice. The only problem I can see is 
that it's a lot of hand labor, but it's easier than hand-drawing 
each frame! 
Oh, you're interested in anagrams? Have you tried palindromes? 


SEE ME, FEEL ME: The title isn't important, it's the content 
that matters, At this moment this zine has no title: I'll think 
one up when I get out my Zip-a-tone. The way things seem to 
be gcing in this APA I feel free to change the title as needed, 
anyway. : 


YESTERDAY'S TOMORROW'S TODAY: Here are my thowghts on 
electronic APA's: they're prejudicial to those of us poor slobs 
who can't afford such devices. (note that this is typed by hand 
rather than computer-typeset like most of the zines in this AFA 
(or so it seems sometimes)). Besides, they would be much more 
efficient at consuming the time so few of us have to spare anyway. 
I «was on a sort of electronic APA once: it was a division of 
something called FANALOG, which was sort of an electrAPA for 
information scientists, and it was called TEENCOM.. Cn it were 
mostly deaf kids and most of what they had to say was high-school 


Page the third 


mundane stuff, so I got off. PANALOG was too technical for me. 

It was basically a scientific journal for information scientists. 
Granted, it was a great way to communicate, but it was based 

on a huge system and most of the people on it were tied in through 
their universities! systems, so none of them had to pay for it. 

IT have access to my schools! computers, but I'd have a hard time 
convincing them to let me tie in to an electrAFATech and I 

lack the expertise to do it serruptitiously. 

Re your comments on chimp language: I saw on some program 
(Nova?) that Lucy attempted to teach a younger chimp AMESLAN. 
One thing: I can't tell from this issue whether you believe 
that chimps can communicate or not. I never read any previous 
issues. It's always herd to get into the middle of anything. 

I still haven't seen Cosmos. I don't think any station in this 
area is carrying it. Is it PBS or syndicated? Does anyone have 
videotapes of it? 

Probably the best way to keep a gun from going off in the 
holster is to put on a trigger guard. Most weapons in GT lack 
this feature, mine included. My newest laser pistol (not quite 
completed at this writing) has a keyswitch in the base of the . 
handle, and one of the best designs for a safety I've ever seen 
was (regrettably) on a Sandman pistol: it was designed with a 
switch in the back of the handle such that when grasped for 
firing it would begin to charge. Very natural. 

for some odd reason that reminds me of a weapon I've always 
wanted to do, but would be as difficult as the Soft Weapon (and 
I mean the real one, not a Nerf blaster): a Deathworld pistol, 
which straps to the inner arm and springs into your hand when 
you crook your fingers into firing position. In use it was 
practically as easy as "point at it and it's dead", The 
closest I've ever come to building something like that was 
a gizmo that strapped to the lower arm and poked its blinkie 
parrel out of your shirt cuff. It had an adjustable band around 
the arm so that it fired when you clenched your fist. The 
problem was that it was difficult to adjust, too sensitive 
to normal movement of the hand, and at the time I didn't have 
any way to make the case. That was before I knew how to work 
Plex. 

‘Speaking of which, Tullio had his article on how to work 
Flex way back in Pyro 7. How many people have that one? Is 
there enough demand to justify ea reprint? 


KWIF: the most humorous zine-I've ever seen in an APA. 
Yes, I was really surprised that Disney would kill off anyone 
as nastily as they killed off Holland (no blood, though). 
There is yet hope. By the time this is published The Watcher 
in the Woods may be out, and it has some promise. We'll see. 


Gad, here I am at the bottom of page 3 and I'm less than 
halfway through the APA. I don't know if I can afford too 
many pages, so I'll keep the rest of the mailing comments short. 
Don't be miffed, people. 


TRANSPORTER TOFICS: 1 believe Niven has explanations for 
the discrepancies between Protector and history. At the Dead 


Page the (gulp) fourth 


Dog party in Chicago after Whatcon, I asked him point-blank "are 

we really descended from yeast or Fak?" and he said "Pak. What's 
more, so is every anthropiod down to tarsiers." So we may yet find 
out what really happened to the Fak. If you want to know more 
Getails, he told the whole story to Mary Lynn. 


QUALIFYING EXAMINATION: Who put this in? I saw this once 
many years ago, and have always wondered where I might get another 
copy. Thanks, whoever you are. 


VIKING FUND: Ditto to above. I'!11 be sending $20 out of 
my first paycheck this summer to them. 


YOURG & ABROAD...: Even though I've never worked with an 
Apple (I'm used to big school systems, too) I really want one 
because of the comparatively new synthesizer programs which 
are available for it. Pant, pant, drool, drool. 

How small are the cassette deck and turntable? I've seen 
microtuners and microamps, but how can you make mechanical 
systems much smaller? By1& inch speakers, do you mean diameter 
or total height? 

I, too am quite fond of Hogan. I reacted only lukewarmly (2) 
to Inherit the Stars, but my opinion of him goes up with each 
new work. 1 haven't yet bought Thrice Upon A Time but I will soon. 


RADIO STUNTMAN: Ah, yes, another great fannish moving story 
(or is that another great moving fannish story?). I recently par- 
ticipated in a move which, although only a few blocks in distance, 
was from immediately after a Wednesday night meeting and lasted 
until 2 AN, much of which was spent in the back of an overloaded 
station wagon trying to keep things from falling out the back. 

You meen that small amount of furniture looking lonely 
in Dick Smith's place isn't even his? Dick, how can you live 
without furniture to prop up your body on? 

I will withhold comment on these colonization notes until 
I have more money. 


SMITH'S CORONA: Is Datalogics a house or a business? 
Would you please explain the gibberish on page 4?. I got the 
part that said "this is not the way I intend to communicat&" 
but what is the first (last) part supposed to be? Is this a 
reference to something in a previous ish? Do I ask too many 
questions? 


Further comment on RADIO STUNTMAN: If Doug Van Dorn is 
the Radio Stuntman, does that make his wife Gretchen Stuntemann? 
(wince) 


Q-INN CON REPORT: Do 1 have to comment on con reports? 
I must state here that there is nothing wrong with watches that 
go "feepfeerfeepfeep". Something really ought to be done about 
Sunday con mornings, though. Something like cancelling Monday. 
Is there any religion, which sets aside Monday eas a hoiy day? 
This would give you an excuse not to show up whereever on Monday 
so you could sleep late on con Sundays. But what is the reference 
in ((And remember techies have....))? 
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DR. GONZO'S: Hi Valli. Did you know there is a Starsky (or 
is it Hutch? I never cared which one was which) Hoka wandering 
about Fandom called David Hoski? Thanks for the crash after 
Whatcon. I never did get a chanee to thank you. 
Interesting cover, but not my style. 
I begin to realize why it seems everybody in this APA has access 
to professional typesetting facilities...everybody uses Datalogics!'! 
I'd be more than happy to hug a velour person tonight (it'll 
be this morning in a few minutes) but there don't seem to be any 
aroundese , 


MADISON INN CON REPORT: I stopped going to Wiscons after 
just one because of the abominable hotel accomodations. I am one 
who likes to wander around cons in costume and wandering about 
a block in a Madison February tends to put a bit of a chill 
on things, so to speak. I also took exception to the militant 
feminism of the con as a whole. Have things changed any? 

From reading this report, obviously not. Hi Valli. 


ETAION CORFLU: Unfortunately, this is very difficult to 
read, but let's slog on. It's from Mr. Bill, it must be worth read- 
ing@ee. 

. You mention Fads & Fallacies, one of my all time favorite 
non-fiction (?) books. Every time I go from Milwaukee to Chicago 
I pass the University of Lawsonomy (it has a sign about 200' long- 
on the highway) and wonder if it still really exists. Somebody 
once mentioned that their school's golf team once played U. of 
L.'s, but that's all I know about them. My copy of F & F is about 
20 years out of date now and I wonder what's happened since. Has 
Gardner brought out a newer edition? 

Re your CT Dick, how do/you expect to get hot water out 
_of Power Dogs, except in the minute quantities you might be able 
to squeeze out of them? Perhaps your intention was to hook up 
the cables to opposite ends of Al and immerse him in water? 

Where would you have gotten the horses, anyway? 

I am all in favor of the Tutorial Berserker. I can offer 
my services as teacher of sewing or any tech theatre stuff (if there's 
call for that) although I'm sure there is somebody in GT who can 
do anything I'm proud of better than I can. My schedule of Ber- 
serkers is questionable at best this summer, as I will beyond doubt 
be working weekends. 

I wish I could get Thunderbirds here, but there's too much 
city between me and Chicago. South Side folks tell me they re- 
ceive Channel 9 just fine. My favorite show as a child was 
Stingray, and one of my earliest memories was the day they cancelled 
Supercar. Cantt read the rest of your zine, too bad. I was 
just getting interested. “we 


EYE TRAGKS: can be removed by one of the Four and Twenty Magic 
Stones of Fandom, anather of which will summon an elevator whenever 
required. I don't think anybody has ever sat down and listed all 
24. Any suggestions out there? 

You talk about our Sen. Proxmire screwing up funding. There 
was a fine new verb in The Fatcnwork Girl, used thus: "the L5 
project's funding was proxmired in Congress"...very descriptive. 
You have data on SEP? I may. have mentioned at Whatcon that when 
I heard that ion drive gives off a blue glow in atmosphere, Il 
was seized with the idea to put one into a model spacecraft 
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for a nifty effect. Is it possible to build one in one's home 
shop? 

There's a lot of nifty stuff worth commenting on in this zine 
but I must press on or I'll never get it finished in time to 
get it reproed in time to get it to X-con in time to hand it to 
Renee in time to get it into collation #7 in time for everybody 
to read it. Also consider that as the night wears on the number 
of typos per page goes up and my speed decreases as a result. 
As this function approaches infinity I spend infinite time and 
produce no readable output, just yards and yards of used 
Ko-Rec-Type. 


TALES FROM THE CHARMED SEA: Would you care to explain your 
title to a new reader? 

Fandom can be considered to be truly religious or truly anti- 
religious, depending on your defirition of "religious". 

I heard some of Hitchhiker's Guide (or is that spelled with 
just 2 h's?) at Whatcon and found it difficult to understand 
what was going on, having come in in the middle. It was, never~ 
theless, funny. 


THE RIGHT TO CARRY LASERS: As one whd has done his best to 
contribute to the proliferation of lasers in GT, I must whole- 
heartedly concur. The buffons at Minicon really overstepped their 
bounds. 


THE BUNNY!S MUBETAN AND THEN I'M DONE: Again, could 
you please explain your title to one new to the APA? 

I was really stunned when Walter Carlos became Wendy: he was 
one of my favorite artists for a very long time. I had thought that 
Wendy wasn't doing any musical stuff: when he became a she she 
gave up all of his old life. I haven't yet heard the new Branden- 
oe but I was also a bit disappointed to hear that that was 

er/his first new work in...how long? Since The Well- ~Tempered 
Seathosiece I'tve gotten into the sort of "strange" music popular 
with Capt'n Al and that crowd. Vangelis is an interesting fellow 
I'd like to_know more about: I've never seen his albums in the. 
sort of mass-market stores I sometimes pop into if I find I 
can't borrow the records I want to tape them. I love cassettes, 

One thing about Brave New World that really irked me was 
the abysmal quality of the set dressing and props. Did you 
notice that Savage's apartment was a thinly-disguised first 
class section from a Boeing 7477 And you'd think that by the 
time of Brave New World we'd at least have Touch-Tone birth 
control. But I can’t wait for Kubrick's The Shining. 

Why do you put in this bit of advice about large computer 
installations? How many of us even dream of ever being able 
to do such a thing as install a large computer (have nightmares, 
maybe, but dream never)? 

Imaginative as Whalebone...nice metaphor (simile, sorry). 
Almost out of paper here and I'm NOT gotng to go on, so until 


next ish I remain... oS, g : 
‘David D. he 


Uncle Dave's Journal 


Hello Folks, Bet you didn't expect to hear from me! 
When I told Renee that I was going to be sure to submit 
something to Apa-Tech, she said, "I've heard that story before," 
Well, she was right, I've been promisin'’ a long time and 
delivering nothing. 

I suppose that I have met a good number if not all of 
you in my various visits to conventions and berserkers,. But, 
if you still don't recall my face (as much as it pains me 
to say this) just picture that person who is often caught 
Standing under a moderately silly hat or two or...... well if 
you remember that person it was probably me under that pile, 
Or maybe remember some big numbers? Nevertheless, a man 
isn't the junk with which he surrounds himself. I'm studying 
Welding Engineering at Ohio State University. School and 
helping at home put alot of time pressure on me so that I 
don't often get a chance to attend conventions, and I guess 
I also have to admit that I'm not Daddy Warbucks yet, either. 

Anyway, ite about time to end the domination of Apa and 
Pyro by the milliamp and the micro-electronic, Welding, as :) 
you probably lmow, often requires the’metals, which in turn, (welt > 
requires relatively high energy densities. (on the order of 
10 exp 6 joules/kilogram of matter)( just to give you an idea 
of relative energy densities, we constantly live in an environ- 
ment of nearly 8.7 x 10 exp 4 joules/kilogram of matter ( people 
can tolerate environments of roughly 4.2 to 12.5 x 10 exp 4 j/kg) 
and most metals are instantly vaporized by energy densities 
in the range of 10 exp 7 §/kg) Certainly though, most welding 
processes involve tens to thousands of amps and temperatures 
on the order of 1500 kelvins, And, at the risk of a gross 
understatement, welding involves probably the "highest" tech- 
nologies presently in use, 

I guess to illustrate this fact I could point out the 
case of United Technoligies stab at building an automated 
welding process utilizing control systems which (designed for 
the Apollo Command Module) were satisfactory to deal with the 
problem getting to the moon safely and back failed miserably 
to provide the performance needed create dependable, consistant 
weldments, Things have improved since the early seventies but 
the state of the art of automated welding is stumbling through 
what can only be compaired to the stone age, The largest robot 
manufacturers in the United States, Cincinnati’ Milicron, Uni- 
mation, etc. produce mainly "robots" which will be used primar- 
ly for or in conjunction with a welding process, The smartest 
of these though marvels of data processing capability has far 
less intellectual capability then a cockroach, Yes sir, welding 
has thrown itself so hungrily at the computer industry that 
the few computer jocks involved in developing these systems 
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have been drained nearly to impotency. Still, welding is an 
art which is being overwhelmed by a full scale invasion of 
scientists, programmers and engineers. The age of the ig- 
norant robot will end, And, if you're lucky you'll be part 
of this push, Robots are not the only frontier of welding. 
The adaptive welding process utilizing dedicated processors 
to control the formation of bonds is just one of many new 
directions welding is exploring. A few more facts and figures, 
over 60% of the manufactured products in the U.S. contain 
welds, Why,.because welds are the simplest and cheapest way 
to put things together. This provides the tremendous driving 
force behind today's developements,. 

It didn't always use to be that way. Welding (except 
for some isolated cases of cold bonding and forging) was born 
in the twentieth century. Much of the fantastic wonders of 
technology are directly attributable to the developement of 
welding and its related processes, Before 1902, steel had to 
be heated and chiseled inorder to be cut. A simple man-hole 
in a tank took three men six hours to make. Oxy-acetylene 
cutting developed that year made the job take one man only 
five minutes to complete, Many people were as inclined to 
beleive this was possible as were later to beleive that the 
Wright brothers had not perpetrated a great hoax. But then 
again, the Wright's invention didn't allow one man with a 
torch to out produce a hundred using old practices at the price 
of a few dollars and a few days of training$ Arc welding, 
through a court room battle originnally intended to clinch 
the U.S. patent rights of an invention already patented in the 
U.K., was thrown out into the public domain after a series of 
intrigues led the conspirator who was supposed loose to press 
for victory. Ey the time the arguement was over no one could 
claim clear rights. Hundreds of welding supply companies were 
soon formed including Union Carbide, General Electric, Lincoln 
Electric, etc. Howard Hughes owed almost his entire fortune 
to one welding process (flash but welding) which provided out 
standing quality joints for oi1 well drill bits which was one 
of the principal products of Hughes Tool Co. an industrial 
giant which financed Howard's later aquisitions, Welding has 
also been under the greatest scrutiny of any manufacturing 
procedure. A simple but ignored metallurgical property (the 
ductile to brittle transformation temperature) haunted the welds 
of early WWII sending many mighty ships to the bottom of the 
North Atlantic. Part of the responce to this and other such 
tragedies was the creation of OSU's dept. of Welding Engineering 
in 1945, Welds are now subjected to intence examination and 
quality control. Methods from physically preaking the part, 
to ultrasonic inspection, to X-radiography, to subthermal neutron 
radiography are commonly employed, 

In the movie, The Empire Strikes Back, it was 4{nteresting 
to note that almost every one of the main characters was pore 
trayed as being able to weld. This is probably mostly because 
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welding (especially arc welding) looks high tech. an are 

is 6 to 10 times as bright as the sun on a clear day and 

as hot as the photosphere, And astonishingly, it 1s controlled 
by @ man as easily as mowing the lawn, But stick electrode, 

gas tungsten, and to some extent gas metal arc welding are 

arts to be mastered with years of experience, The automation 
of welding is every bit as difficult as teaching a machine 

to paint in a fashion to make Picasso, Gaugan, or Da Vinci 
envious at five to a hundred times the rate of the deftest 

hand, But then again, paintings are valuable because they 

are rare, whene as, welds are best when you need profound 
quantities. Thus no one would even think of a painting machine, 
but mountains have been moved for a better welder, Space 

will be conquered by people who like put things together cheaper, 
faster, and better than can be acheived here in this atmosphere 
of unwanted forces, tenacious contaminents, and ruinous em- 
brittling gasses, This I admit is contrary to the popular 
belief that space will belong only to he who can blow things 
apart the most efficiently. 

Well, I've rattled on far to long about welding. I've 
been up to other things down here in Columbus, Starwind is still 
in the process of getting out issue No, 6, We took a rather 
disasterous set back when the interveiw we had scheduled for this 
issue was simultaniously sold to us and a magazine called Questar,. 
Actually we bought the rights to the interveiw in February of 
this year and then the author turmed around and resold it de- 
apite the contract he signed with us, We have refered the 
problem to the University Contracts Office an suprisingly they 
have become quite involved in helping us deal with it. * 
And, yours truly is still looking for a summer job, I 
really thought I was going to get a position with General Dynamics 
but they lost the bid on the cruise missle and were'nt going 
to hire anyone while they were in the process of laying off 
half of their people (slight exaggeration). Anyway, there are 
a few more companies who haven't sent me their replies yet. So 
I really don't know what my plans for the summer are yet, It's 
a shame too because summer starts a few days from now, 50 much 
for ‘grammar and proper english. First thing I get when I'm rich 
and famous is a secretary. ea oe ou eal : 

- Otherwise,, the quality'of life in these parts is pretty 
zood, I'm packing up to go where ever and I'll probably be 
there by the time most of you are reading this. Steve, Carol 
and Jerry have been a joy to live with, but of course, who would 
expect anything different? I'm expecting to get a good deal 

of flying time in this summer inorder to practice for the FAA 
flight examination. Does a private pilot's eae le 
eral class amateur radio licence in the eyes o echiedom ; 
are we totally electrocentronic? 9 vd ditdd k ddd. 

Ch, by the way, Bill when I told you how to refine gold 
from scrap I left out a few steps. I figure that I should put 
straight that explaination in case you're still interested. 

You start off the same as I told you before....well maybe it 
would be best if I just went through it step by step...First 
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you need a oxy-acetylene torch or a furnace that will make at 
least 2000 degrees F. This will be needed to melt the alloy 

scrap and later the pure Au, Next you'll need a large bucket 
filled about half way with water and a stirring stick, and 
probably a friend to either hold the crucilbe that you will 

also need or to stir the water. After you've got the alloy 

scrap well melted (the consistancy of mercury on a warm day) 

stir the water so that it makes like a tornado in a bottle 

when you pull out the stirring rod. Then, while the water is 
swirling around you pour in the molten scrap about one third 

to one sixth the distance from the center, This process gives 

you homogenous scrap leaflets which will disolve with a minimum 

of trouble and waste. Otherwise, you will have a great deal of 
difficulty dissolving all of the scrap in the aqua regia des- 

pite its famed corrosive nature, The next step is to mix up 

your aqua regia (3 parts HCl acid to 1 part nitric) you'll need 

a fume hood with plenty of ventelation power (at all cost..don't 
breath those fumes: )(use a large glass beaker and place it in 

@ plastic dish rinsing vessel (to catch the overflow if the dia- 
Olution reaction gets violent when you add the scrap)) use about 

2 milliliters of aqua regia for every gram of scrap that you are 
going to process. Slowly pour the scrap into the acid wearing 
rubber gloves and being sure the reaction doesn't get too violent 
by adding only a little bit at a time and observing the reaction. 
A yellow-orange gas will float off of the top and rise if your 
ventilation is good enough, Don't breath that either!.When all 

of the scrap has dissolved as much as it will, you fire up the 
bunsen burner that you'll also need and gently heat the solution 
up to 180 degrees F, without letting the temperature get any 
higher (you'll need to do this inside the fume hood inside the 
dish bucket incase the mixture boils over) this removes the nitric 
acid from the mix,at least most of it. "Boil" the mix down until 
the contents have nearly crystallized on the bottom and remove 

the mix from the heat, Add back a generous amount of HCl acid 
(only HCl) and filter through a Buchner funnel apparattus (see 
your high school or college chemestry handbook) The crystals that 
have built up in the funnel thing are silver chloride which should 
turn black on exposure to light. The fluid in the collecting 
flask should have everything else in it including a wee bit of 
nitric acid that just won't go away with heating. (by the way, 
this should be done under the hood also) Take the liquid which 

if I remember correctly is a real dark blue-green and pour it 

into another large clean beaker. Next you add Urea. (a teaspoon 
per 200 milliliters of liquid) You'll then need a fish tank "stone" 
to bubble Sulfur dioxide through the solution which means that 

you will probably be needing some sulfur dioxide also. (gas)(it 
comes in cylinders and is positively terrible to breath){it should 
also only be used under the hood) As the 302 bubbles through the 
liquid you will’fine flakes of pure Au begin to precipitate out ( See} 
of the solution. They will collect at the bottom and all you need 
to do to get them is to pour off the rest of the liquid very care- 
fully as if it were a fine wine. This gold dust can then be melted 
down into bars or whatever, When you first melt the dust you 
should add a bit of Boric acid to the powder and mix until it is 
fairly evenly distributed, pour on the heat, When the gold melts, 
the boric acid will look like water and should be carefully poured 
off. Then heat the gold for a good long while to allow all the 
rest of the impurities to oxidize and dissasociate themselves from 
the Au. WhaLaa you're done. So am I, Bye... .ccccoes 
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ON THE HOME FRONT: It's been about a month, as I write this, 
since Elmhurst Fandom dissolved and relocated here, just a few 
short blocks from opulent Park Ridge (whose residents strongly 
resemble a dinner wine: aged, white and dry). 

I must say circumstances are improving. Not only are my 
classes going well (there is a good possibility I may ace out 
this quarter, something I've only done once in my life), but 
I finally have a good line on a job. It seems there is this 
up-and-coming daily newspaper that covers the southern suburbs of 
Chicago. This newspaper has never kept a clip file, or morgue, 
and the publisher thinks it's time to start one. The person they 
are looking for would have journalistic experience and library 
skills. 

Ahem, ahem, the journalist who worked in the university 
library self-consciously clears his throat. Well, I interviewed 
for the job this week, and was told by the managing editor I'm 
just the kind of person they're looking for. Next comes an inter- 
view with the publisher, the one who came up with this idea. 

The job would entail working full-time while the morgue is . 
being set up, then moving to part-time to maintain the files. & 
As I see it, the full-time period should last a couple of months, 
during which time we could dig out from five months of unemployment. 
The ensuing part-time period would keep our heads above water 
while I keep going for that data processing degree. It will also 
give us the money to get to all those cons we haven't been seeing 
everyone at lately. 

So, things is looking uw. Now, all I have to do is be the 
fixst person in my teacher's memory to write a COBOL program that 
runs the first time through with no errors. That would wipe tne 
smug look off his face. 


Really, this basement is very well appointed. What other 
basement can boast of eleven hanging models and four cats? But 
I digress. 


Second page--more to come 


INTERNAL WORKINGS~--First, Renee, I think I know where most of your 
$5 budget overage came from--me. When I sent in my first zine, 

I was YéALX¥/s¥vp¥d uninformed and didn't know anything about 
dues, etc. You called, asking for $5. I sent it. 

When I sent my second contribution, I was é¥én/sxhpidés 
still not well informed, and sent another $5 check. Both checks 
were cashed. But, my account before postage on my zine still 
reads $4. I suspect that you haven't really spent $6 of the $10 
I have sent. Voila, an extra $5! Please take whatever poéldd/df 
L1édek extra dues you need for the stapler out of that. Thanks. 

Regarding the results of the first great APA-Tech poll, I 
must express my approval of the lack of name change. However, 

I have a comment on the grace period. 

An 8.4-day-long grace period is fine, but have it extend past 
the first day of every other month. For instance, now this would 
work regarding APA-Tech 7: The deadline would be June 1. All 
members would have until June 9 to get their zines to Renee. 

The fact that X-Con falls inside this period would, of course, 
mean the people attending the con would be past deadline, but 
within grace. As soon as Renee got back from the con, she could 
start collating, secure in the knowledge that everyone who can 
has contributed. 

As it stands, Renee will wait until June 15 to collate. The 
mailing will occur a day or two after, and we will receive it at 
least a week later. This, when most of us have given her our 
zines on June 6: 

Therefore, I formally propose the grace period extend from 
the first day of the appropriate month through to the ninth day 
of the month, except in cases where a major midwestern convention 
will occur within three days of the end of the grace period. In 
this case, the grace period would end at the end of that con. 

Simple? Good. Respond! React! Tell your OE how you feel: 


((Sorry about that little outburst, Renee, but I sometimes 
get carried away doing this.)) 


Speaking of complaints (which I wasn't, but what the hell), 
I got tired of reading Renee's constant complaints over lack of 
covers, so I sat down last night and made one. It's for issue 
8, though. I didn't nave any sevens in my presstype (nor did I 
have the ability to write one or make one in roman numerals). Z 
The subject of the cover art I am keeping a secret (and it may 
remain one even after you see it), but here's a hint: What's 
larger than a breadbox, but smaller than Jinx? 

It will be accompanied by a matching back cover. As of now 
I'm undecided whether to send them in with this zine or wait 
until I send my APA-Tech 8 zine. But, fair warning, Renee, you 
have one coming! 

All this relates to some dabbling I've been doing in drawing. 
I ran across a full-page doodle I did eight years ago while in 
high school, and was impressed. It's not really very good, but 


it's better than some things I've seen in art shows. This inspired 
me to draw a couple of other things, which turned out a lot better. 


third page? really? 


Since I can't think of anything else to say right now, I'll 
move right along to......... 


MAILING COMMENTS 

555 Times--I definitely agree a really large stapler is needed. 
With a page count for the sixth issue of 84, most regular staples 
are way too small. I have had to restaple each issue I nave, both 
from the front and from the back. 

Nice to see some new blood in the APA (not tnat I was getting 
tired with the old blood, mind you), and it's also nice to see 
some non-GTers show their faces (writers? felt tips?) in the zine. 

Anyone know how many new APAs these days are still going 
after a year? How many show such steady growth? How do I make 
my voice do this? Sincerely, we all owe ourselves a hearty round 
of A4ppXYé4d4K4¢4 applause for one year of memorable writing. 
QUINTESSENTIAL SINGULARITY: Ah, Greg, the most quintessentially 
Singular one of us all. I knew one of the techies would start 
ordering satellites around one of these days. 

Seriously, congrats on the job (even if it does place you 
out east more permanently). I'm afraid this will mean we will 
coincide at even fewer cons, thereby lowering the chance that 
I will ever see your spaceflight program. 

A note on recording that for posterity: a good super 8mm 
camera will, if set up properly, take reasonably clear shots 
of TV screens. The flutter caused by the differing scan rates 
isn't nearly as bad as everyone makes it out to be.In general, 
it's a great way of storing your output away where it may be 
more generally accessible. 

GREAT COVER! !!! One of the best ever! Thanks a lot, and 
keep ‘em coming: 

SEE. ME, FEEL ME--Snicker, snicker, nudge, nudge, say no more, 
say no more! But, believe me, there are things that remotely 
resemble zines. None in this book, buutttt........ 

Seriously, (I'm saying that a lot tonight, aren't I?) it's 
a fine-looking zine and lets you show off your writing ability. 
Keep up the good work (and the page count): 

YESTERDAY 'S TOMORROW'S TODAY: All you left out was Tonight. Then 
you could compete with NBC's talk show lineup. 

Again, my basic problem with what you keep saying about 
electronic APAs is the initial cost. I don't have a micro- 
computer, and won't be able to justify the cost of one for quite 
some time. This sounds to me similar to having a ham radio 
license: you hear so many good reasons for having one, including 
ease of communication over long distances. A ham radio obviates 
the need for a phone between two hams. Problem is, only people 
heavily into ham radio get licenses and use the radios. AS you 
would expect, the majority of the talk on ham radios centers entirely 
on the subject of--you guessed it--ham radios. 

It's already hard for non-computer people to follow conversations 
when computer jocks get together. An @l@ctronic APA based on the 
Apple II micro design and using floppies to mail the zine would, 


I am very much afraid, degenerate into a computer club. Most of 
the talk would be about microcomputers. 
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Fourtn page. i tnink. 


Now, you know, Bill, I have nothing against computers. 
They're handy tools and dandy toys. But limiting an APA member - 
ship to those who can program text editing, animate and generally 


make micros jump through hoops would exclude me. It would probably 


exclude at least half of the contributors to APA-Tech. 

Remember, this that you're talking about would differ sig- 
nificantly from a PLATO notefile. Someone else already wrote 
most of the software for that system, so it doesn't exclude 
non-programmers. Also, 90% or somesuch of those who diddle with 
PLATO don't pay directly for it. They use the terminal at work 
or at school, so that doesn't necessarily exclude us broke 
fen. 

Maybe what bothers me is the gleam I read into your eye as 
you propose these systems, knowing full well it excludes so many 
people, myself included. I guess that's how it gets, though, 
when you get into something (like computers) so deeply it starts 
affecting other areas of your life. 

Another note: I agree totally with the thought of 1980 being 
"The Future." But remember, men have walked on the moon, the 
Russians have someone in orbit almost constantly (there are two 
Soviet astronauts circling the earth as I write this), nuclear 
power is supplying over half of Chicago's electricity (and, in 
fact, is powering the typewriter I'm using right now), smallpox 
has disappeared from the face of the earth, microcomputers are 
being built into every new car built in America (as part of the 
electronic ignition systems) and the job ENIAC, costing millions, 
was built to do in 1946 can now be done by a $30 hand-held 
calculator. Maybe the future is here, after all. 

KWIP: Nice zine, Kip. I did have some problems with the writing, 
but not as many as I had with Bentley's Mychine output at the 
end. 

By the way, you hear about Star Trek the Blanket? Star Trek 
the Pillowcases sold separately. 

TRANSPORTER TOPIC--That Qualifying Exam reminds me of my first 
Data Processing test. As for the medicine question, what about 
those who already had their appendixes removed? And in political 
science, I tried and succeeded in starting WWIII a couple of 
weeks ago, but some guy named Orr in Portland took my points 
away. I can't even convince my teacher: 

YOUNG AND ABROAD: Once you get into interpreting those pictures, 
please let us all know what kinds of results you're getting. 
And if you happen to spot a previously undetected cache of oil, 
ox gold, remember who drove you from the airport at last year's 
Marcon. It'd be nice to pull in some favors. 

SMITH'S CORONA--I hate to say this, but I know what Linda meant 
with her remark at WisCon. Techies, in general, are known aS a 
serious, sercon section of fandom. After all, what do we do at 
parties? Sure, we sing filksongs (when Bill Higgins is there), 
but we also spend a good deal of time trading goodies, talking 
about computers, exchanging experiences with parts houses~--in 
other words, being techies. You must admit this is not what 

is generally considered fannish behavior. 


VeTinitely page rive 


Now, you know and I know that most techies can get pretty 
fannish in their behavior, but that's from experience. There 
are indeed techies in GT who don't read sf. Some people, too, 
will always be looking for ways of separating fandom into smaller 
groups for the sole purpose of putting groups other than their 
own down. I think that's called illegal egoboo. 

DR. GONZO'S--I still don't think Simon was that good. It was 
competent; it had a lot of good points about it; it was very 

funny in some places. But it was the tiniest touch bland. Maybe 
Marshall Brickman has been writing Woody Allen's stuff for so 

long he needs Allen to perform it or it loses some of its Zing. 
FEAR AND LOATHING: From this report, it doesn't sound like I would 
have had that great a time at WisCon anyway. But then, I never 

did believe fandom should be in the business of social or political 
advocacy. It had the chance to form to that bent in the 1940s, 

and didn't. If fandom did go around advocating women's rights 

and feminism everywhere, it would also start in on every other 
liberal cause in the nation today. I like the easygoing nature 

of fandom. I don't like being lectured on what's right and 

what's wrong, especially when I espouse the same philosophy as 

the lecturer but can't get a word in edgewise to let him/ner 

know. 

All this has little relevance to your con report. Sorry. 
Thanks a lot for saying it was nice to be back with us folk in 
Chicago. It was nice to have you back. 

ETAOIN CORFLU--I've seen Thunderbirds a grand total of once, 
though, since it is now almost 6 a.m. (I've been typing on this 
all night), I'll probably stay up another hour and see it a 
second time. With my luck it'll be the one I've seen. 

However, I can sure relate to your remarks about Supercar. 
Not only did I have the ignition sequence memorized, I would 
build little Supercars with Tinkertoys, with these little plastic 
bricks, out of clay, almost anything. My overriding passion was 
to get one of those little "remote-control" Supercars they sold-- 
the ones with the remote control handle that held two flashlight 
batteries, with a plastic-wrapped wire leading to the toy. I 
never got one, either....sob....(playing on your sympathy). 
CHARMED SEA: Thanks, Fermilab! Because of that job, we get to 
see you on Thursday nights, Keith. Sorry about the hob it's 
playing with the rest of your social life, though. 

Dealing with children, I think it would be impossible to 
instill anything like socially acceptable behavior without 
relying on faith of some sort. But remember, if you absolutely 
detest religion, that a good majority of the atheists and 
agnostics in this country were raised in religious environments. 

Rand's "enlightened self-interest" can be enough for mature 
people. The problem is, a good number of adults aren't very mature. 
But faith can go a long way towards positively motivating 
people, and even negative motivating faith isn't necessarily 
detrimental. I don't know about you, but I believed there was 
a Santa Claus until I was about 10, and that belief significantly 
improved my behavior in December. And that faith, which I learned 


was entirely misplaced (the way I meant it, anyway), hasn't 
scarred me emotionally. 


Six? Someone say Six? 


Then again, I have this screwy notion that the only con- 
mittment of faith that means anything is one made by a reason- 
ably mature adult, who has thought the whole thing through and 
still feels he has cause to believe in God. That person's faith 
isn't blind and isn't irrational. And that person generally has 

a hard time understanding how people could deny God's existence. 
Oh, well. So it goes. There will always be faith, and some of it 
will always be misplaced. Let's just hope people can be mature 
enough to deal with irrational. religious upbringings and not just 
reject the whole thing out of hand. 

RIGHT TO CARRY LASERS--Obviously, you're right. I can understand 
if someone were making and selling perfect replicas of hand guns, » 
putting little "boom" flags in them, and encouraging people to 
wave them in public. But Isher ray guns? Lasers in baseball bats? 
No one with an IQ over 80 could ever mistake a Proni blaster or 

a homebrew laser for an offensive weapon. I, myself, have had some 
fun spooking jocks walking out of football practice at an Elmhurst 
high school by zapping them with my Proni blaster, but do you 
expect football players to have IQs of 80? Need I say. more? 
BUNNY'S MUBETAN: Don't forget the two sentences -by Yours Truly 
that made it into the most recent (7) Starlog on ST-TMP. 

Suurrrre, RCA and CBS! Who do you think forced the TV industry 
to give up a promising design for color TV--the Westinghouse 
color wheel system--and forced an electronic design that was 
slower to mature and still doesn't provide as good a color picture? 
It sure wasn't the TV viewer. You-see, since RCA owns NBC, they 
could hold what was then half the market out of the Westinghouse 
system. They exerted enough pressure on the industry to get their 
system instituted. Need I say the electronic system was much 
more expensive, and RCA held a patent on it? Need I say more? 

I must Say, Mike, that although you can get a lot of info 
into a small space. with your layout, the characters you use aren't 
easy to read at that size. It is nearly impossible to tell a 
g from an s at first glance. And I must be getting old, because 
my eyes just aren't good enough to read the fine print anymore..... 


MISCELLANEOUS: You Know, a sure way to cut your mailing comments 
down is to be responsible directly for 12 pages of the APA you're 
commenting on, and responsible enough for another 6 pages to 
refrain from comment. Too bad, too, since you always have to 
skip commenting on the best stuff in the zine. (To those who may 
get offended at my ego, that's a univeral you; it applies to 
all) 

If this had ended conveniently at an odd number of pages, 
I was going to doa full-page illo for it's back. Since it doesn't, 
I*11 do a small illo on the bottom of this page. See evenyene 
at Noreascon, if not sooner. Sa 2 ete 
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When the confusions and complications of this world get you down, 
just keep in mind that, no matter what the question, 


The Answer Is 


Q Coops) | 
Austiseh 


Austausch being seas name for eddy diffusion, a very important 
factor in the study of micro-climatology. In class one day, Dr. 
Villmow told us that if we were ever caught without an answer or 
were just plain not paying attention, to say austausch because that 
is most likely it. He did not say that its usefulness is pams ced 
to the study of nose-level weather. 

Dick Smith once told me (and has since denied it) that austausch 
means "befuddled" in German. All the more reason to use it as the 
title of my ‘zine. 


I suppose at this time I should introduce myself. I am 


GRETCHEN H. VAN DORN I suppose (I shouldn't use that phrase so 
7619 W. CLARENCE AVE. much) that this isn't a Separate 'zine, 

CHICAGO, IL 60631 but rather an annex to Doug's, since I am 
(312 )763-1376 not giving Renee any money and the two of 


us will get one issue between us. 


It is customary, I believe, at this point, to say a few words about 
one's self. I was lucky enough to be born to parents with both 

a sense of wonder and a curiosity as to "how it works." One of 

my earliest memories is of sitting on the living room floor 
listening to my mother read Angry Red Planet out loud. I was 
totally fascinated by the concept of people that looked like 
giant stalks of celery. 

Little else of my early life is worth mentioning, as I spent most 
of my time following my older brotner around. Finally, in my 
freshman year of college, I followed him to Discon II. and thus 
discovered Fandom. 

At Northern Illinois University, I put an ad in the paper and got 
Doug. Best $1.20 I ever spent. 

After studying Meteorology and Environmental Studies for four and 
a half years, I now work in a fabric store. So much for the job 
market. 

A year ago winter in the great blizzard I started to diddle with 
the Butterick Tyrannasaurus Rex pattern and decided that it could 
be a dragon, too. Thus I began my career as a fan artist, turning 
out ereatures of fannish and fantasy natures. 


It is hard to type auen you have 4 cat sitting on the carriage of 
the typewriter. 


page two 


A few months back, when the Sunday Night Supper Club was putting 
together Fan Mail from some Flounder, the idea surfaced to devel- 

ope a Techie Tarot deck. The notion has really taken my fancy. 

We have a few ideas, but we really need input from other people. 

The suggested suits are Chips for Coins, Antennas for Rods, 

Lasers for Swords and Capacitors for Cups. : : 


I realize that I risk bringing the wrath of Jamie Hanrahan down 

on my head for mentioning (gasp) Tarot cards in this prestigious 
Techie publication. However, I don't hold with his prejudices. 
Tarot cards are not sacred. They are fun. They are not "occult." 
Occult is roasting a chicken heart over the flame of a black 

candle at midnight on Candlemas Eve. 

Tarot cards are only a tool to help bring out subconscious thoughts 
and latent psychic abilities. 

Of course, I suppose that psychic energy is unreasonable, irrational 
and Pose Rents EEC: too. Well, I can't see or taste electricity, 

but it's taken as a fact of life. I have to take Bill Higgins' 
neutrinos on faith, too. To the uninitiated, a mathematical formula 
is sort of an incantation to find the answer. Look what they did 

to Copernicus. 

We don't know everything yet and I hope to God that we never think 
we do again. To deny the possibility that something we can't 

touch or see or prove can exist is to miss an awful lot of life. 


Well, I don't feel that it is my place at this point to indulge in 
maibine comments. Besides, I'm not sure how this will be reproed 
so I'd best keep it to minac so it will be as cheap as possible. 


One Taursday night meeting, Angel asked me about rain and hail formation, 
I dug this chart out of a text and am including it to fill up space. 
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In my attempt to become a Eritrean. Cala: peenase I’ve run out of 
time and I typed the me's first). I'li skip the intervening chit 
chat and go right to 

MAILING COMMENTS ON APA=-TECH #5 


TQS #4/ My opinions on BEYOND THE MULTIMILLION DOLLAR EVENT 
HORIZON were aired during IsherCon’ but, considering 
how I feel about the movie, they bear repeating. However, ['11 
concentrate on my reactions after the movie was over. I'll 
gloss over all the. boos I yelled cut when I first saw the cute 
rebots and I'l] ignore the meteor roliing down the. passageway, 
the sawmill sequence, Festus and the shootout at the OK corral 
("They've shot old Bob"), the wires, and the breathing in vac- 
uum. And I'll ignore my pleasure over watching moviegoers walk 
out of the theatre throughout the movie. I will say that as the 
movie was ending and people were streaming out, I started 
screaming, "We've been robbed! Give us our money back!" We 
stopped off at a grocery store to get some munchies (you'd think 
that I'd have lost my appetite) and proceeded to tell everyone 
I could in the store not to see the movie. When I got home I 
called some people to tell them not to see the movie and to tell 
their friends not to see the movie. JI was that upset/ angry. 

As I look baek, it’s hard for me to believe that that movie 
could affect me that much. I knew that it was a Disney produce 
tion and not likely to. appeal to an adult. JI had seen pictures 
of the cute robots and I didn’t expect much from. the actors. 

Yet as I watched the movie, I was aghast. This was Disney's big 
bid for an alleages market; their entry into the sf blockbuster 
movie competition. And they honestly thought that we would 
swallow it (not cnly swallow it, but enjoy it!) They believed 
that adding a few ‘damns' to a.saturday matinee. kidee'’s show 
would give it adult appeal. It's such a shame that they could 
be so deluded, for without the hype, it would have been an 
acceptable kiddee show. The effects were good, the models were 
averrry nice (but he's already got one), and I liked all the 
floating around in zero gee. And if I could have repressed 
about 25 years I might have enjoyed the rest of the movie. Howe 
ever, I sincerely believe that the money could have been better 
spent in redecorating the Disney studios a couple of times 
rather than making this movie. 

I see that now THE BLACK SMUDGE is being shown in a double 
bill with SLEEPING BEAUTY. It*s finally in thts peoper place, 
tT hope that Disney knows 15 fhe tecae Beg 


On the subject of naming cats: we have recently acquired a 
cat. It*s a stray and one day decided to invite itself in. It 
is extremely affectionate and continuously buts.its head up 
against people (its version of rubbing) and jumps onto people's 
laps. And it purrs loudly and often. Tough tt°and it purrs. 
Think about petting it and at purrs. So Mafty sugested an ap- 
propriate name and it caught on. We call be bin ib heake 


OTTOMH #2/ Doug, you had to do ite You had to sention- ‘the topic 
of sex discrimination. No Subject can get me more 

fiery than that. Sex discrimination is to me-as the subject of 

Love is to Jeff. Well, I guess I'll have ‘to begin*a tirade. 

You stated that "Sex discrimination is a lot more deeply 
set than the way women wear clothes or the way language: is con- 
structed." I agree with you on the former, since fashion is 
only a symptom rather than a cause of discrimination/exploita= 
tion. But unless you are inferring that sex discrimination is 
instinctual (and you might be) then it can't be much more deeply 
set than the way our language is constructed. Language is a 
direct expression of thought and the way that a language is con- 
structed reflects the way that a people thinks, its morals, 
ideals, and beliefs. JI°refer you to the much refered to anthro- 
pological study of the South Asian tribe that had no word for 
war. They also had no war. In Russian soetety people used to 
be very concerned about the way people travelled because that 
determined what class the person was in (if you were on a horse 
you were in the upper crust; if you were travelling by oxcart 
you were a peasant.) Therefore the Russian language is loaded 
with verbs of transportation, including six or seven different 
ways to say ‘go’. Likewise, we Westerners are consumed with 
time and our language: shows it (how many” cliches ean you think 
of that include the concept of time?) - 

All of this is a long-winded way of saying that just as 
thought is deeply set, words/language as a reflection of that 
thought is also deeply set. Or, to slip into another metaphor, 
if thought and belief are the roots then lanpuage is the plant 
that grows above ground. Is one less than the other?//. 

"The true sign of a liberated: society is the ability to 
work in a framework developed in a sexist society." Read A 
WORLD BETWEEN by Norman Spinrad. It's the story of a liberated 
society that exists quite happily until it is corrupted by the 
brainwashing techniques. of two sexist societies. 

You say that. the Constitution, written to protect white 
male landowners, is now interpreted to protect most others, so 
it’s not necessary to change it. Funny, I seem to’recall a Con- 
stitutional amendment.to protect the rights of blaeks. Do you 
think that that was unnecessary? A logieal* extension, for me, 
from the prevention of diserininetion: on” the besis: ‘of reee is to 
one on the basis of Bex... 


SC/ How can we keep up with the new bcehnoverieulnarveia in the 
latest High Tech toys? Well, we can't, but we can continue to 
provide good quality, individualized cases.to put the electrone 
ics into. We can vary the options and we can make them more 
durable. Also, I think that we'li never lose our adult market. 
After ali, you cen’t call someth ne that leoks likes one of cur 


guns and costs $35 to $200 a toy. 

I am rather envious of those spaceships that makes a sound 
that rises or falls in Le ees upon whether the nose is 
raised or lowered. 


ROSES TO DEADEN THE CLODS AS THEY FALL/ Here's my list of Hugo 
favorites: 
BEST NOVEL: TITAN first, not only because I’m a John Varley 
fan, but because I think that it's the best of the bunch. 
I've haven't yet read HARPIST IN THE WIND or ON WINGS OF 
SONG. Otherwise, JEM second, and FOUNTAINS OF PARADISE 
last. Bad books by good authors shouldn't win Hugos. 


BEST NOVELETTE: Haven't read FIREFLOOD or PALEY LOITERING. 
Unless these are extra special it will be difficult to vote 
in this catagory; all the stories are of the same calibre. 
If I don't change my mind. it'll] be HOMECOMING, then SAND- 
KINGS, THE LOCUSTS (even. though it was well-written, who 
can accept a premise that the same mutations will strike 
the population in the same generation?), and then OPTIONS. 
Even. though Varley has written -Hugo” quality material, 
OPTIONS isn't one of them. (and. _you thought I'd like it.) 


BEST NOVELLA: Haven't read BATTLE OF THE ABACO REEFS yet. 
The award should go to ENEMY MINE. The characterization 
is first-rate and the emotional tug-a-war experienced in 
this story ranks Barry Longyear as one of the top sf 
writers of this decade. Next, a tie between MOON GODDESS 
AND SON and SONGHOUSE (I prefer slightly the former be- 
cause it’s very easy to empathisize with the down-to-earth 
characters who have such single-minded goals.) KER=PLOP 
last. I can see how this. and the other Ted Reynolds story 
got on the ballot but I still think they're silly. They 
belong in a creative writing class, not on a Hugo ballot. 


BEST SHORT: THE WAY OF CROSS AND DRAGON but maybe UNNACOM- 
PANIED SONATA, I can't decide (although if my moral con- 
vietions caught up with me I wouldn't be> voting for any 
OMNI stories--don't support sleazy slick rags run by Porno 
kings and their turncoat lackeys!) giANTS third (even 
though it’s pretty silly), then DAISY IN THE SUN (now, this 
belongs in a creative writing class. Who voted for this 
story, Robin Scott Wilson?) and finally CAN THESE BONES 
LIVE? (see above). 


BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION; “TIME AFTER TIME (this was still 
good, Kip, regardless | of wha was behind it), ALIEN, THE 
MUPPET MOVIE, STAR TREK--THE MOTION PICTURE, No Award, no 
award, no award , then THE. BLACK HOLE. 


THE CAMPBELL AWARD: Heat Probably should/will go to Long- 

year. Somtow Sucharitkul is a damned fine writer, though, 

combining the best of Longyear and Martin, and will be dif- 
ficult to beat in the coming years. 


GANDALF AWARD: -Roger Zelazny. But what's the point of this 


award, anyway? The old favorites appear on the ballot 
each year, to drop off the list only after they’ve won the 
award. Sooner or later all the well-known fantasy writers 
get the award. I suppose I shouldn't begrudge an award 
given to people who deserve it BAL/I/ddl 


As for the rest (and the Gandalf award) it's much more a matter 
of preference, 


TFTCS/ I’m going to miss you, Keith. I hope that everything 

works out for. you in California (maybe you'll become 
allergic to the sun and have to come back) taking care of satel- 
lites. I look forward to seeing you at WesterCon. 


MAILING COMMENTS ON APA-TECH #6 


TQS/ (Couldn't you and Dick start numbering your zines? It'd 
make it much easier to refer to them.) My nomination for 
the world's worst movie is FRANKENSTEIN CONQUNERS THE WORLD. 
Frankenstein's brain is discovered, alive, and for some reason 
the Third Reich decides to transfer it to Japan, to Hiroshima, 
in fact. You can guess what happens next. (An aside: at the 
beginning of the movie a map of the trip from Germany to Japan 
is shown. The legends are all in Japanese.) Years pass. We 
are now at the Hiroshima Cancer Institute where Nick Adams is 
practicing medicine alongside a shapely Japanese nurse. Reports 
have come into the hospital of a wild boy living in a cave in 
a radioactive hillside. The boy is captured, taken to the hoes~ 
pital where he is begins to grow to an amazing size. The usual 
happens. Boy befriends nurse. Boy gets put in jail cell be- 
cause he needs larger accomodations. Boy (now barely able to 
fit in cell) is seared by flashbulbs of too curious newsmen, 
escapes from cell, steps on a few people, causes great commotion 
but is persuaded to go back into cell by nurse. Mysterious 
doctor arrives from Germany and asserts that boy is actually the 
product of Frankenstein's undying brain and the radiation has 
caused a body to be grown around it. States that the only way 
to get conclusive evidence is to cut off some extremity and see 
whether it will live by itself. If the boy is Frankenstein (or 
Frankenstein's monster, for you purists) then the extremity will 
grow back. If not, well... Needless to say, the boy isn't too 
happy about losing a finger and the strange doctor's attempts to 
retrieve it. So the boy escapes to the suburbs, terrorizing the 
Japanese as he departs. Fortunately for the doctor, in strugg- 
ling to free himself from the shackles he inadvertently leaves a 
hand behind. (Of course, the hand is crawls all over the place, 
thus proving that he is the monster.) 

Meanwhile, on the off-shore drilling rigs of Japan, an 
earthquake strikes, leaving giant cracks in the land. Of course 
all this racket is going to wake up any slumbering monster that 
might just be taking a nap down there. Guess what emerges from 
the depths? This guy in a godzilla suit with a neon traffic 
cone strapped to its nose. It waddles out of the crack on all 
fours, its teddy bear eyes wobbling back and forth and, be- 
knownst to none, heads for the suburbs. Well, the boy/monster 
gets blamed for the Geer uer ton wreaked by the pseudo=Godzilia 

Hl 


and the army goes cut to destroy the boy. Nick Adams and the 
Shapely nurse know otherwise and also go out to try to prove the 
army wrong (everyone is moving cut to the suburbs these days.) 
To cut this story short, the boy eventually destroys the monster 
and he is allowed to go to Mt. Fuji to spend the rest of his 
life, supposedly, eating and growing. But none of this occurs 
without a lot of agony on the part of the viewer. A wonderfully 
bad bad movie. _ 


See Me, Feel Me/ About noise/ chaos in the household: I was 
raised in a very chaotie home. When I went to 

college (the first time that I was away from home) I sought out 
the most quiet, peaceful environment that I could. At times the 
dearth of noise would drive me crazy (and I never did get used 
to living alone) but I reveled in it. When I would come home, 
back to the noise, I couldn't stand it. A few times I cut my 
vacations short to go back to school so that I could escape the 
cacophony. So I may have grown up in a state of chaos but going 
back to it " seems to...{do}...strange things to my nerves."// 

I find that the reason I write (even though I'd rather do 
anything than write) is for practice. The more I do it the bet- 
ter I am at putting things more coherently in print. 


Yesterday's Tomorrow's Todays/ It's still amazing that no one 

: was able to predict the invention 
or upsurge of unconnected comoute: (micro or mini, home or buse« 
iness.) It's similar to indivicval pocket calculators. The sf 
Stories wrote about huge networks of systems crossconnecting the 
country with millions of megaBytes of information. Every house 
would have its own terminal on which you could aceess this in~ 
formation, get your newspaper, order from the store, communicate 
with others. Now you can do these things, get onto nets, access 
AP wire services and the Dow Jones, but all from your own per- 
sonal computer. I guess no one figured that a computer would 
ever be affordable yet that with mass production and new tech- 
nology terminals would. 


KuIP #1/ Who wrote SEEDS OF CHANGE? Everybody knows that. i'm 

no trivia buff (HIggins can attest to that ) and yet I 
can tell you without even peeking. Tom Montelone. Alex claims 
that the publisher was Harliquin. Is that true?// As to where 
Gordon is (other than in Colorado now ) is anyone's guess. He's 
been on the About to be Dropped for many months. So far four 
people have told me that he would have something in this issue 
but tomorrow I'm closing it up and I haven't received anything 
-yet. That's too bad, because I really wanted him to remain in 
the apa. Be 


TT #4/ Thanks for the picture of the skeleton holster. It's a 
viable product for showing the guns off but I don't think 
that it's a viable sales item. No matter what I do it will 
Still look like four strips of leather riveted together. And I 
don't think that it will sell. Ti probably make one or two 
for WorldCon but I think that the answer still lies in a clear 
piastic holster of a hard leather holster.// I ‘agree with your 
dissertation on music, Noweyer I'd like to add that "The prime 
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ary purpose of music” is to allow us to feel or see what we 
weren't before. One moment we're in our own room and then sude 
denly we're in a meadow or a raging sea. Or we now feel joy 

or introspective where we once felt sadness. That's when the 
music succeeds. 


Radio Stuntman/ Echo Dick's comments to you on colonizing (one 
of the advantages of being GTB is that you have advance access 
anyone's zines.) Read STILL FORMS ON FOXFIELD. It's gives a 
good picture of what it's like to depend on a superficially high 
technology. 


SC/ On being Anti-Fans: When I was first in. fandom I was treated 

by some as a fakefan because I enjoyed myseif too much at 
conventions, didn't pub a fanzine, and never smoffed. I think 
that the same applies to us. We're a frivolous, fun-loving 
group that use fandom as a vehicle for partying and seeing our 
friends. Our accusers seem to forget that they're doing the saine 
thing at cons. And how would they know that we don't publish 
zines (apas don't count. Maybe because someone else sweats to 
get it out ddédiA/rvigh¥Y ) in the privacy of our own home (because 
they're in league with the smofs.) The crazy thing is that we 
are supposed to take fandom seriously. I think that I'm a hope- 
less MidWestern fan (and being from the midwest brands you as a 
fakefan.) My (Gand our) primary involvement in fandom is conven- 
tions and partying at them. Our image is already tainted be- 
cause we're midwesterners and even more so because we're not 
aligned with any wellknown truefan (just a bunch of upstarts. 
Ain't got no culchah.) And we're techies and we talk about sf 
(and no fan wants to remember their ghetto origin.) I don't 
think that there's any way to change our image. ‘he only thing 
that we can do is be polite and responsible for our actions.// 

The least thing that Isher does is pay for itself and for 
conventions. Also that that and anything related to our busi-« 
ness is tax-free. 


Q-Inn Rug Heist/ Why were there so many techies at this con (and 
not at MarCon?) 


Etaoin Corflu/ Van Vogt knows how to weave a story, constructing 
whole societies in your mind with nis colourful 
descriptions. So what if he has crummy ideas for plots most of 
the time. What about THE WEAPON SHOPS OF ISHER or THE VOYAGE OF 
THE SPACE BEAGLE? They speak for themseives.// 
It looks like there won't be a seminar berzerker this sum- 
mer at The House of Isher. What with our hectic schedules and 
the number of cons we're planning to attend there isn't the 
time. Also, there wasn't enough cooperation in helping me 
schedule the berzerkers (namely, the people who have announced 
theirs did not see fit to notify me) so the dates we had planned 
to hold it would wedge it in between another berzerker and a 
con. Two years in a row. Maybe wefre not fated to have one. 


Eye Tracks/ The title refers to Mesklin which takes 800 days to 
rotate. Now aequme a very fast balloon... 


TFTCS/ "How do you instill ethical behavicr into children with- 

out a religious foundation for it" Simple. Allow their 
parents to have it. (Oh, they can't? Well, then it's not as 
easy.) I always thought that you could teach politeness, revere 
ence for elders, kindess to others because they'll be kind to 
you, directly or indirectly, without religion. To me, religion 
is necessary when you are afraid and need someone strong to lean 
on, need a favor, or need someone to blame. Also it gives you 
that indescribable something that made you feel bigger than a 
grain of dust in the endless void. I don't think you need it to 
teach ethics. 


Lasers, etc./ This is a subject that GT has to get together and 

talk about at length. It may be a matter of 
whether we'll be able to take our guns to future conventions or 
not. 


And on that note I'l] bid adiev. Happy Anniversary, Apa-Tech! 


SHORT 7 


"SHE WAS BUILT LIKE A BRICK SYNCHROTRON..." 


...another rush job for Apa-Tech #7 by Bill Higgins , 

the resident physicist at 853 Lorlyn Drive, apt. 1A, 

West Chicago, Illinose, 60185. Can this be Spinthairiscope 
Media Publication number Six? 
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Mailing comments du jour: 
Renee-- Thirty-seven bucks is a lot for a little apa. Why not collect 
money for the stapler from everybody who's in the apa over the next 
couple of years, and later refund the extra dues you charged the pres- 
ent members last mailing? This would spread the burden out a little 
more equitably. 

I have vague intentions about drawing a cover, but am waiting for 
inspiration to set in. (Are you aware that Alex's Diablo wheel isn't 
typing the characters you tell it to type? Check out ! and #.) 


Greg-- Really enjoyed goofing around with you at Whatcon. We must con- 
tinue work on that song you started to write! I hope the technical 
poop on your satellite-control job, if not in this mailing, will come 
soon. 

"Why does Hollywood seem so afraid of explaining plot and motiva- 
tion? Perhaps because explanations don*t fly around on the screen?" 
The obvious solution is to paint the explanations on the sides of 
spaceships. 

My conservative heart is not quite eager to swallow black holes as 
common objects, though it seems they have been invoked by somebody in 
attempts to solve almost every astrophysical problem. Can you expand 
upon your statement at Whatcon that most galaxies have massive black 
holes at their cores, and explain why other possibilities are ruled 
out? 

Your cartoons are always enjoyable. More! Instead of welding,this 
mailing may be held together by epoxy or Eastman 910. 


Donna-- We-find you and Bill Leininger both talking’ about your "images." 
Anyone would think you were running for office. Neither of you, 
dammit; .as.to put on a show for the‘rest of the world; you have plenty 
“to OtFer-as you already are. Act the way you want to. If some peo- 
ple don't like it, then so much the worse for them. 


Bill-- "..echildren's books, you may actually have to be a child at 
the time.to.read them to best advantage." I keep forgetting who-- 
Terry Carr?-- said,"The Golden Age of science’ fiction is thirteen." 
The very best children's literature, such as Winnie-the-Pooh,the Earthsea 
trilogy, and Heinlein's juveniles, are good when youre young and even 
better when you get older. 

Discovering which Hugo candidates were in paperback,etc. sounds like 
a pretty tough piéce of research. A publication date early in the year © 
always helps. 

Halo muons are the particles generated when the pions, kaons, pro- 
tons, and so forth in your beamline either decay or smack into the 
walls of the pipe, generating showers of secondary particles. Some 
of the muons, which have great penetrating power, travel along the beam 
“outside of the pipe and manage to arrive at the experiment, where they 
can confuse the study of muons arising from the events you're inter- 


cdaeawee 4 


Noted 


"she was built like a brick synchrotron..." (two) 
ested in. 


Kip-- Glad to see you in Apa-tech even if you do take rather stren- 

uous exception to some of my statements. A couple of years ago I 

always giggled at your zines in Azapa while reading over the shoulder 

of Barry Gehm or Renée. I see that you employ one of Forry Ackerman's 
dubious contributions to fandom, "nonstoparagraphing," where a new para- 
graph begins in the space after the old one left off. 
; Like this. I 

: : : P pug 

fing che seq>pagug apmeying, but.z S°RAAgGr tEtSn bind, MERSSENO! KASH GOH: 
The Typewriter Gods are angered! They have caused me to write ona 
slant or something!! I promise not to Say anything disparaging about 
FJA again A¢ YéASs¥ Lr LUIS ALY ing 

Phew. Where was I? You have strong opinions about what you want 
to see in the movies & video. I'm never sure whether good screen SF 
is a hopeless cause or is just about to come of age. I can see that 
you and I have some differences, but there's probably a lot we can both 
agree on. 

I didn't like Alién much, and I realize that it's substantially 
a haunted-house movie, but it does have strong SF elements which (in 
places) move the plot along, and without which it wouldn't be the same 
story: the isolation of interstellar Space, the quarantine regulations, 
the robot from The Company, the escape craft. And didn't the wrecked 
whatsit on the planet stir your sensawunder just a little bit? 

I have no objection to space opera, which I think is a more or less 
legitimate subfield of SF, and which Star Wars and Umpire definitely 
belong to. I will buy slapdash pseudoscience and ships covered with 
unexplainable doodads as long as I can watch exciting chases through 
asteroid belts, planet-—busting weapons, and of course the obligatory 
rays of assorted colors. Though I always feel a little ashamed while 
reading a Lensman novel-- shouldn't I be spending my time with something 
better? --they are a lot of fun. ; 

/ I even enjoyed the cinema's only true space Western, Moon Zero Two. 
Fuli of lunar claim jumpers, shootouts, and barroom brawls, it's a 
real. Bat Durston story if there ever was one. But it's one of the few 
films which seem to have been written by somebody who had read some 
amount of science fiction. I shad never before seen a movie which held 


ai-oSsolete, beat-up spaceship. 


“= gnftdértunately my remarks about The Martian Chronicles were crammed 
into. the last two inches of my last ditto master, and wound up lacking 
my customary sparkling lucidity and incisive analysis. I tried to get 
across some of the inanities I found in the show. No, I haven't read 
the»book,. but like everybody I have run across one or two of the short 
stories from it. I felt the show got across the flavor I recall from 
those and other Bradbury stories; that's why I said it was a good ad- 
aptation. It conveyed the moody, emotional, somewhat murky atmosphere 
one finds in RB's stuff, along with the total lack of regard for sci- 
entific background (and sometimes for logic). Even though he's a gifted 
stylist, I have never been/able to enjoy Bradbury myself. 

Sure, it would have been nice to separate the show's flaws from the 
books, but all the flaws I mentioned are still flaws. And I was running 
out of room.... 

I am aware of the ¢¥¢Ugd¢d explanations for the third season of Star 
Trek. Nevertheless, the movie version was still bankrupt of ideas, 
Except for shining floodlights on the ship's markings. © 


"she was built like a brick synchrotron..." (three). 


Your comments about Nicholas Meyer make me feel sheepish about 
enjoying T. after T. and The 7% Solution. I would still rather see 
his movie get the Hugo than Star Trek, the Black Hole, or Alien. The 
Muppet Movie should have been funnier, but it is "fantastic cinema", 
and there's something fannish about voting for the Muppets. Besides, 
you couldn't see the wires. 

I have a feeling the question of religion is gonna get bigger in 
this apa, but I don't feel like Defending the Faith right now. Let 
me just say that Aquinas, Abelard, and Newman would hardly have agreed 
with your description of the "Just-check-your-brain-at-the-door routine." 
There must. be something about religion which attracts geniuses and pin- 
heads alike, for there are plenty of both involved in it. 

Whee! This is fun! Let's do it again in a couple of months. 

Your "Seeds of Change" question is a good one, though I am quite 
familiar with tne answer. , 


Rod-- I try not to comment on people's spelling, since it can be simp- 
ly the result of bad typing. Back at MSU I realized, soon after the 
first par peperks Qfamyfinst Serm came pack baat et £ ESafd EksF Py 
spend months grading the papers instead of weeks. This is entirely 
apart from my excellent chances of getting lynched. So I kept quiet. 

However. 

The scope and breadth of your spelling errors are nothing short of 
staggering. They have swept away all my resolve; risking rudeness, I 
cannot resist pointing out a few of the words you have misspelled: 


sure gimmick awkward 
vicious hobby disappointed 
it's arthritis ' gtraighter 
juvenile wolf original 


*sigh* It's nice to get that out of my system. Am I being partic- 
ularly nasty this mailing? I apologize for that. I ought to mention 
that you did very nicely on such difficult words as "panicky;" "appre- 
ciate," and "ramifications." It may be that a man of your age, which 
is almost my age, is stuck in his spelling habits and cannot signif- 
icantly improve. It may not. 

Bill Leininger says the Viking Fund has been dropped, and that the 
life of the project cannot be extended. What next? rae 

Misha-- I might have known that among techies James P. Hogan would 
be considered a great writer. Yes, last year he was eligible again for 
the Campbell Award, but only came in second. It's hard to imagine him 
winning # Hugo or-- chortle chortle-- Nebula, but his writing has im- 
proved greatly with the last couple of novels. At any rate, his books 
would offer fierce competition indeed for the Kilgore. (The Kilgore 
Award, a large chrome fish, is given for the Best Good Bad Book of the 
year. Someday I will tell you more about it.) | 


: 
i 


Doug (radio stuntmannnnn) -~ I once worked out some details of an ex-" 
ploration program using some more-or-less "realistic" hardware that 
colleagues had devised (a staged, fusion-rocket interstellar ship. 
ae eer 2% of one g, it would get to Alpha Centauri: ‘in fifty 
: rs. u € mass-ratios were staggering.) Ala “ 
the colonization. stage. sa i+) Picea de os 
“ It seems to me that the full-blown industrial civili i 
; vilization you want 
to plant on your interstellar colony is possible only if are ee is 


. fees 


"she was built like a brick synchrotron..." (four) 


fairly cheap. You want to move lots of heavy stuff such as machine 
tools, bulldozers, tractors, generators,etc. along with your colonists. 
; This is economically justified only if the benefits to the colony 
ss outweigh the price of dragging all that equipment several light-years. 
7 Now in fact any machines capable of reaching the stars are likely 
> to represent very major investments of resources by the societies 
that build them, for several generations after they are introduced. 
I speak of ships that present-day science can envision, as in A Gift 
from Earth or Project Daedalus. This is because their technology 
must increase by many orders of magnitude the distances covered, flight 
times, total energy used, and other parameters. 

I contend that this expense holds even for unforseen breakthroughs 
such as “"hyperdrive" or some magic means of storing enough energy to 
accelerate at one or two g's all the way. If these developments arrive 
at all, it is fantasy to suppose they will come from a backyard inven- 
tor working with chewing gum and string. Most likely they will de- 
pend upon some effect, unknown to us now, which is barely within the 
grasp of contemporary technology. Therefore even starships based upon 
breakthroughs will be expensive. Compare them.with fusion and fission 
reactors, large radio telescopes and accelerators, and spacecraft in 
your own century. ’ 

It is likely therefore that sending large payloads across inter- 
stellar distances will involve prohibitive costs until the technology 
is very mature. If we also accept your argument that a low-technology 
colony (relatively light in mass) is not worth sending, than we must 
conclude that no colony is.worth sending. 

Some other thoughts I have may make the above remarks irrelevant. 
It's easy to underestimate the amount of research necessary before 
anybody can consider a self-supporting colony on an Earth-type planet. 
Perhaps the first colonists will operate a scientific base from some- 
thing like an L-5 colony, which by then ought to have proved its abil- 
ity to thrive in vacuo. Building their home with materials gleaned 
from appropriate asteroids or moons, they might spend;a century or so 
doing astronomy, planetology, meteorolgy, biology, medicine, etc. 
wHile minimizing the hazards associated with facing an unknown world. 
This would follow an extended period of unmanned study anyway. Maybe 

“they'd publish their own journals, lasering them back to their data- 
hungry peers in Sol system. 4 

Of course, finding an Earthlike world may be so unlikely that it 
wouldn't happen until a long time after interstellar travel had de- 
veloped, when the whole thing had become inexpensive anyway. In that . 
case, your scenario is more plausible. A booming frontier would develop, 

fs and all kinds of people. would flock to it. Including, I suppose, a few 
: "sho would want to start primitive appropriate-technology colonies with 
: livestock and everything... ° 
é (Not quite germane to the above, but something to think about, a 
result of the starship studies I mentioned earlier: If you're launching 
a multi-generation starship, whom do you pick for the crew? Your best 
pilots? Your best engineers? Scientists? Nope. You send your best 
teachers. And your best parents, if you can identify them.) 


I think your essay contains a needless slur against the SCA folks, | 
who never pretended to wish for the Middle Ages as they really were. 
All they want to do is bring back the fun part. 
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Dick-- I just went to the blikie workshop at X-Con. I discovered 

that while it's a lot of fun for the participants, it's not very impres- 

sive if you've already built your own: it's old hat to you. But 

it's a fine way to introduce people to the joys of electronics. 
"Tt sure looks like the Sunday Supper Club is getting rather regular.” 

In part we have your cooking to thank, Dick. You always include plenty of 

roughage. Seriously, I'd like to know how to make Uncle Dick's Chinese 

Glop.... Affirmative action on the draft sound s like a swell idea to 

me. 

Valli-- I have my epicyclic days too. We're all moving around and 

around in our little circles, in Ptolemaic (what a great word!) terms. 


Doug (again)-- Fooey on the search for life on Jupiter (& Mars)! For 
the same money and payload mass , you could be sure of learning a whole 
lot about the geology, weather, and physics of the place. The same 
argument applies as my previous MC: Don't do it until you can orbit 

a completely equipped , comprehensive biological laboratory. Which 

you can design better when you have all the other data anyway. 

"Tt's nearly impossible to blurt out the wrong thing on a typewriter:" 
-J-yefer you to the collected works of one of my favorite writers, Jeff 
Duntemann. 


Keith-- re conformity in dress: I haven't seen you at Fermilab ina 
caftan. 


Mary Lynn-- at Archon last year some nervous underling or gopher put 
up signs forbidding all rayguns, without consulting any of the people 
in charge of the con or its security. This caused a lot of confusion 
and bad feeling. It was aggravated by the fact that Senator Eagleton 
was staying on the top floor, though nobody seemed to know just how 
his bodyguards: felt about lucite blasters or lasers. 


“Mike -- Elementary criticism of your story: use the hero's name in the 
first sentence instead of "a man." Then "he," "the owner(three times), 
avée"the man" (once for Gelder, twice for the other guy) might be 
rearranged to become less confusing. 


Marty~- How ‘about telling some of your IBM stories? Ask Bill Gisher 4 

about one-man software companies; he's been’on his own for a couple 

of years now and is probably familiar with other folks' efforts too. 
Can you and/or Bentley explain what "stack architecture" means, in 


words of SLXLPER/BILA one syllable? 


Jamie-- The soundtrack from *hunderbirds are Go certainly is a collect- 
or's item, but I'm afraid Barry Gray's music never impressed me much. 
Thanks anyway. At X-Con Mike Stein sold me four-color separations he'd 
used for Fantastic Films, photos of Thunderbirds 2 &4, the Mole, and 
Supercar. fi don't know quite what to do with them, but they'r e real 
nice. 


GEE , 


THESE MESKLINITE CARTOONS 


SYRE MAME GAEAT FreLos For THESE 
SHORT, wide WHITE sPaces ! 


i 

i 

lo 
é 


| oes : ee 


ET AF 
‘ 2 MES Ktin re APAHACK 


Se ee ee aN ee ee ye ee Te eR eT TT RT eT RR Te TE TT ye Se ee Sie ee ee Oe a bo Cah 


~Nes ang ‘EV fo © 8 Dabysipn: Y.-F 
From Aa Ape FoR THE 1 Of fannigh, bee Nugo away, the Costume 179 Se ick 
2 T0adcasts ig - There iS also at Gor, 
Ci e AOC an i 5 8 iP =< ra but Not le Sti : 3 Possipj).- 
ight ‘ is 
in T} NereA $ Co, inst m Perat; 
Pa LE ’ 4 af Need YOUr inp. tal heap, tho} y i 
O64ess Report TH rita than two - iS. We wan S qcet 
i qui en rt et @as ICy. W, 
the convention: (P29 two or tty oD 
n : 
. Tivol an ‘ i Sugge tio taf hat will 
OUT any sogj $ during 
Chicago in Eighty-Two Committee Tides ally eedingly 
Chicago, Illinois rece nel ; e. 
with at. With 2! lobby of the 4 
. a . ottgy Y® foliage re Waterfall, anda 
Dear Grey Of Ener D sd se noulderscor: are twelve re, 
ae 


This is to get down in writing my first proposals for: ‘Operation 
Rathole. 

1) Hire a skywriter to write FIAWOL in big smoke letters over Lake 
Michigan during the con. 

Examination of the Yellow Pages will show that there are three ens 
in the Chicago area which will take on such an assignment. A few more 
are equipped to do banner towing (of which more below). I have spoken 


with a represenative Of Sales Promotion Services to get an idea of the 
.£inancial ballpark and the difficulties involved. 


Skywriting would cost a minimum of $2000. Added to that would be 


‘the cost of importing a suitable plane and pilot from wherever they 


may be found, most likely New York or California. Skywriters are 


“rare these daysy and there are none permanently based in Chicago. 


I was told that the surcharge would likely be between one and two 
thousand more dollars. 

Weather is the most severe constraint on the project. A typical 
contract allows the skywriters several weeks in which to find an 
adequate day for the job. To demand that it be done durning the five 
or six days of the Worldcon is taking a real gamble; the advertisers 
would be reluctant to agree, and I'm not sure what our responsibilities 
would be if the right conditions failed to materialize. In our 
favor:is the fact that Labor Day weekend frequently has good weather. » 


. Perhaps a little meteorological consulting would give us a good esti- | 


mate of..our chances: I'll talk to Gretchen van Dorn. 
; One solution would be to ask the’ skywriters to fly during the world- 


com ox as soon after it as possible. It would be a great disappointment 


if the display were delayed, but we > could get. PRO cOgegPuS: at least, 
circulated widely through fandom...” 

“The -téxt"of*the message should, of course, be given ear eent con- 
sideratiun. The price I quoted pays for one "flight" af up to .twenty- 
five lecters.s However, no single pilot this side of the Wicked Witch 


of the West can keep more than about seven letters aloft at once. 


Wind begins to disperse the smoke as soon as it's laid down. So 
normality :the first letters of the message are unreadable once the 
pilot has reached the end. 
-I propose "Fiawol" as our text for several reasons. Its brevity 
makes it readable all at once. It expresses a sentiment which must 
be common to many people who've come all the way to Chicago and laid 
out enough bucks to stay in the Hyatt. As such, its presence in the 
sky would be a monument to the f£d¢nAri¢7 Sy dedication of fans every- 
where. It would baffle a million or two mundanes, until we glee- 
fully told them what it stood for. This would be publicity for SF 


CSIR) 


Se Ac 
fandom rather than for the Worldcon itself. I think that such pub- 
licity might not result in very many extra at-the-door memberships, 
compared with other ways of drawing attention to the Worldcon (e.g. 
films of the Masquerade on the late news). I presume this is a de- 
Sirable feature. 

The project would Sees need only the part-time attention of 
one concom member, who would act as liason with the advertising firm. 
I would suggest a phone call giving an hour's warning or so when the 
flight is imminent. Some way must be worked out to let the congoers 
know, sO they can spill outside and watch the show. Your closed-cir- 
cuit TV, OF a PA system, or a grapevine of gophers and SMOFs might 
do the job. Note that unlike many other "special events" that Rat- 
hole might buy, it would be possible for all members to attend this 
one: your function space is as big as all outdoors, and could accomo- 
Gate even a’ 20,000-member Worldcon. 

(That was a sick HONE Sorry. One should not kid about such HigheS: 
mares.) 
So the PeGateenents are one day of clear weather during the con, 

three to four thousand bucks, one part-time concom person, and a 


means of getting word to the members on short notice. 


2)Tow a banner or banners eae a lightplane to display the message 

of your choice. 

Banner towing of up to thiviy- Five letters and spaces costs $135 
per hour for a minimum of two hours. Towing over the lake is relatively 
easy to arrange, the weather demands are not so rigorous, and the 
message sticks around for the whole two hours. On the Rathole bud- 
get it might be feasible to put several planes in the air simultan- 
eously or in succession, enabling us to fly rege an entire limerick. 

Before getting into the possibilities, I'd like to express my 
strenuous endorsement of skywriting over banner towing. As Andy Cohen 
remarked, "It may cost an order of magnitude more-- but it's two 
oiders of magnitude more impressive." Few things can tickle the 
senseofwonder, even of the most hard-hearted mundane, like magic letters 
of cloud-stuff hanging in the sky. Qualitatively, it doesn't com- 
pare at all with a message trailing from an ordinary aircraft like 
Old: socks on a clothesline. | 

it's also true that the very versatility of banner towing leaves, 


- for me, much more ambiguity about what the message should be. Short? 


Long? Multiple flights?in parallél or in succession? If this is in a 
sense a greeting from Fandom to the rest of mankind, what is the prop-. 
eretext? Serious? READ SCIENGE FICTION. Whimsical? EAT MORE SQUID-- 
MTKE WOOD. Paradoxical? FNORD. (YOU CAN'T READ THIS) FNORD. . Nostalgic? 
CLAUDE DEGLER COME HOME. ALL IS FORGIVEN. MAMA. A decision to go this 
route would engender fierce debates at cons and in fanzines, and might 
well bring dissension and strife rather than joy. Maybe another contest 
could solicit ideas, judged. by the sharpest wits in fandom,; with the 
winner or winners to be flown over the Windy City. Below I ‘submit several 


thoughts to get your Cereerad wheels turning. 


( y yen) 
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bashes Lee 


(space count) 
-12345678901234567890123456789012345678901234567890 


lL. THE LAST MAN ON EARTH SAT ALONE 
IN A ROOM. THERE WAS. 
A KNOCK AT THE DOOR. oe os 
2. FIAWOL. or ‘ er 
FIJAGDH. » ; a 
40TH WORLD SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION 
3. THURSDAY NIGHT AT ROSS'S PLACE... : 
4. TO WOUND THE AUTUMNAL CITY. 
5. GREETINGS, PEOPLE OF EARTH! 
WORLD SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION. 
6. CONGRATULATIONS HUGO WINNERS: 
(list winners here) ; 
7. EAT RAW VACUUM, SENATOR PROXMIRE! , oe 
8. SPACE IS FLAT. EINSTEIN WAS CURVED. . 
FLAT SPACE SOCIETY. 
9. (pro GoH here): WE LOVE YOU. 
10.A PARSEC IS A UNIT OF LENGTH ,DAMMIT 
Ll. HAUPTSTUFE! 
12.HAVE YOU HUGGED A 
SCIENCE FICTION FAN TODAY? (Bug- Gea movStene 


Warning: ae pastime can become addictive. Worse, it could become 
a tradition-- 

Costs for this scheme are eee we want to epend) one liason 
person, and endless anguish over what to say. It's flexible; you can 
make it as ‘simple or as involved as you Sey up to the number of prance 
available and the weather limitations. 

(How about daily installments of a seriai? Or aiates ane? Fly sev-— 
eral critics' definitions of SF, then stage a dogfight to decide a 
winner. Follow-the-bouncing-airplane choruses of "Benson, Arizona." 
Palindromic messages that read the same on the northward leg of the 
flight as on the southward leg. Hoax ‘product advertising. ) 

__,. Els@tric” ‘Rooturnal advertising ana hot-air balloons andl flights Be 
“trained — géesé are left =e exercises for the student. 


HOT JETS & CLEAR ETHER 
BILL HIGGINS 


PEOPLE we Liye w 
Glass S/PACESH IAS 
SHO ve OW? THRow sroves! 
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